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TRANSLATOR 
To the READER. 


=e Fou art bere prefen- 
CGSe ied in Enghi{b with 
23 what bath been often 
SS printed and reprin- 
ted in 4 forraine Na- 
‘tion, a relation of the life and 
death of the famous Frier, & a- 
THER P auc: of whofeincompa- 
rable knowledge and prudence: 
there needs no otber teftimony, then 
eA 2 . that 











To the Reader. 

that tbe wife State of Venice tooke| 
bim for their Oracle. In it thou! 
‘(halt finde bis Judgement and 
~ Countlells to be foirrefragable that 
bis very enemies durft not enter an| 
appeale againft them , but to tbeir 
owne conviction and {bame. 
I may fay of bim, as twas faid of 
Adryanus Turnebus, that be ds | 
onely knew more then others, but} 
what be knew be knew better ; (be : 
knowing by caules by definitions | 
by relations and practile ) for as be 
that bath beene twice or thrice ina| 
mans company, may be {aid to know 
bim ; yet, be that knowes bim by bis 
parentage from bis youth: and educa-| 
tion, evento bis ave and death, may 
(ay be knowes him better, And| 


q 








. tour of bis life may be truly faid to 


| baveknowne the Father ; who to 


} the world was like the Center to the 


Circle that drawes lines to it Jef 


| from all parts. Vndique & undi- 


quaque. 


Solomon bad wifedome by pa- 


| tent and loft it: but thon fhalt bere 
| finde, that Paruer Pau 
| feem'd to have wifedome by babit, 


- which never returnd to privation; 


nature and induftry, witb a conco- 
mitance of fupernall grace , baving 
indued him witb fuch a proportion 
of Knowledge, Juftice, 7 empe- 
rance, and Humilitie, that bee may 
well palfe for a prodigie of wifedome, 

in- 
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To the Reader. 


infomuch, that I am firucke with an 


eAdmiration of finding thefe in jo. 


great a perfection in tbis One man, 






and apaine , that I finde theminno . 


more ; and that where they arein any 
in any degree, yet they be (being com- 
par dto the Fathers) weake and de- 
fective. 


** But to boldibeesno longer ina 





Preface, they that bave read thes | 
Councell of Trent, the Fiffory of | 


the Inquifition and other bis wrt- 


tings (of which tou many are kept in © 
the Cabinets of Princes , and will © 
never be made vulgar ) may now of al 


they pleafe reade the mtan in what ‘| 
followes. | 


I have this to adde. 
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~~ 'To the Reader. 

| Uf the Traduttion of this Story 
bave made it felfe obfcure by a too | 
| neere purfuanceef a litterall fence, Hy 
| wherein the Idioms of two fo diffe- 

| rent languages as tbe Hetrufcan 

| and the Englith cannot be perfectly | 
reconciled, that ought to be or now | 


| muft be excujed. 
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02 18.1.27.for affeGion in him, 7, affetlon to ham, F- 19. 1,1 8.for ta- 
: Ceipts,r refcripts f. 2541, laft,for home.r. Rome. f,48.1,14-40r from,r. /ome, 
| £.62.1.firft, for beh r.laff.69.1.17 for venerall, r.venerable. f:72.1.3.for all 
| his,r.all, the,f.t00.1,14,for therer,three. £1 57./.2,.for,this was not none to 
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loo oh BE LIBRE OF, 
PFRATILER'P fUL, os 
| Ofthe Order of the Servi; and : 
| »\Theologilt of the moft Serene i 
| . Republike of Venice. | ut 
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ary ADRE, P.AOLOwasborne at Ve- 
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afierce man ,°,addi&ed more to .warre’ then Mer- 
| chandife;, wherein. he had ‘fucceffes that brought 
_ himtoalow: condition: His mother was a Veneti- 
an, ofan honeft. City-family, called I/abella Morelli, 
| who died in the contagion of the yeare 1576. I re- 
| member I have heard it of her from fome of the old 
ott B fathers 
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made. betwixt’ Francefeoiand her <- iefeemed by the 
diverfitie oftheir conditions, a monfirous hing 








to thoferhat underftand not. difpariey in. matrimo-_ 
ny to bea great mifchiefe in the policy even of hu- 


manity it fel fey and: confequenely remedies , except 
it be by amedicine worle them the difeafe, as we eo 


among ‘the Barbarians of Canddasand new Brances 
and heretofore anciently in S.! Parta, Francicwas 


aman ofa low ftatare; of ¢brounecofour, and’ ofa 
terribleafpe. I/abella: was ofgreatftatures of faire 


complexion, and of.a.countenancea$humble, and 


gentle as t’was poflible. He was addi&ted to warre, 
and defiances, fhe to fafting and devotion, In 
which kinde of life (after the was fet free byt 


death of er husband’) (heprocecded fo ar ,thideiveo 





ab | 


ceiving a religtoushabie, fhe got a fa tof fingalar | 
fandity: of fpirit, and-of prophecy’ ‘Fr ni vehorh'ae) 
: Cclpecially in 


he tooke his complexion and favour 


his eyes and: face wherein’ He'did marvellouffy re! 


| 


femble her ) fo’ irfeemes alfo: fie had his principles, | 


ofreligion, and fingular piety’ trom Ker. 


fonne ‘Peter;atid a daughter that’ was very youtig, 


which for charity and honéfty wastaken into edu. * 


cation by a brother ‘of the mothers, Being the chiefe* 
titular Prieft of the Collepiate convent’of St. Hers? } 


magora, upon which occation the mother began’ to 


have almoft a perpetual! converfation among thofe® 
immur’d hermités: of Saint Hermagoraswhere in Her’ 
life and piety the made afterwards great progtefii=” 








#eer Feeney 
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Panl the Venetian, 


RS 


rere nein pe, 
This prieft and brother Ambrojio Marelli was? 
man of grave andfevere behaviour, and very lear* 





children both Grammer & Rhetorique By the mo-= 


ther and uncle were fomented in Peter thofe’ 


hed in all kinde of humane literature, whereof Re’ 
Kept a particular tchooleto teach divers noble mens 


feedes of Piety, which after by divine afliftance grew 


up in procefle ofage, like that graine of muftard 
feede,to which our Saviour compared the kingdome 
Ofheaven, which is indeed the vc fy piety cowards 
God. But from his uncle he received hig firft rudi- 
ments, cogether with divers gentlemen , of whom 
fome are improved to an excellency of learning; 
and become grave Senators, ( as fignor André a Mo- 
refint, that writer of the Venetian hiftory worthy of 
eternal] memory. Others are yet living ,& give wit. 
_ neffe of the felicity ofthe wit’and abilities of father 
Paul, of whom wee now write, who by the dili- 
gence of a mafter being his ‘uncle, became 
in fhort timefo great a proficient, that he was capa~ 
_ ble of the more folid arts: and Sreater {Ciences of 
Logique and philofophy. And the prieft ~4mbrofig 
having difcovered in his hephew a. conjuncture, 
which is {eldome feen of a great memory, witha 
profound jadgment, thought fit to cherith the one 
and the other: becaufe exercife either improves, or 
difpofes for a€tions, and difcovers, or otherwile 
takes away thofe impediments which hinder the ex. 
preffion ot activity. And if mans wit feemed to that 
old Philofopher to be Campi Animati > {pirited 
-fieldes'fic for divers feeds, and of tinequall fecundi-~ 
ty, or barrenneffe, The Prict was no leffe careful} 
to apply his wit to’ a right cultivation. a ae 
| 2 1¢ 
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4. The Life of F ather | 


he daily exercifed his judgement by keeping him to 
continuall compofings , holding him to more 
ftri€meffe then was convenient for his childhood; 
~ Specially being of fo weake acomplexion ; And ex- 
ercifed his memory not only by forcinghim to re- | 
peate many things by heart, but fome particulagg 
upon the firft hearing. The fathers of the convent | 
obferving in him arare inclination to learning, | 
reported ftrange things of his memory. But he told | 
them ferioufly , chat in that way ofexercife his | 
uncle had never made him exceede the repetition of | 
a matter of thirty verfestogether out of Virgil, or | 
fome author,after a running kinde of reading once | 
over. His carriage of himfelfe even at that age, gave | 
a true prefaye of his future deportment, which wee — 
‘will rather call naturall inclinations, the better fort | 
whereof he hath fince raifed toa great perfe&tion, | 
having correfted the reft which were moreimper- | 
fe&t by vertue, being in himfelfe a meere retired- | 
neffe, and ofa femblant or meane, alwaiesthought- | 
full, and rather melancholique then ferious., ofa | 
continued filence even with thofe of his owne age: | 
alwaies in quiet without, being addigted to any of | 
thofe excercifes, wherewith children are by nature | 
moft pleafed , ( though but in a gentle motion, and | 
only for prefervation of health. ) A notable thing , | 
and never obferved in any other. And {ince then he, 
hath kepchimfelfe fo in the whole courfe of his life, | 
being ufed to fay upon occafion, thathe could nee | 
ver underftand the delight of a gamefter except it 
were out of affection to Avarice. He knew notthe | 
pleafures of the palate, -he never long’d for any 
meate, but nourifhed himfelfe with fo little foots 
. thar | 
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that ic was a wonder how hee could live 3; which 
_ courfe he hath conftantly obferved all his life long, 
_ and was never ufed to drinke wine till he was above 
_ thirty yeares ofage.. 
‘There dwelt at that timein the Convent ofthe 
| order of Servi one Father Jobn Maria Cappella of Cre 
mona, Doctor and Theologift, efteemed one of the 
- moft confummate & perfe& men of his timein Re- 
 ligion, anda particular follower of Scotus, in whofe 
_ doétrine hee had the fame to have had but few e- 
qualls.. The neerenefle of their habitations bred an 
acquaintance betwixt Ambrofio and this Father, who 
upon this occafion finding the pregnant witt of Pe- 
ter, began. to reade Logique to him. And becaufe as 
fome foiles are fo fruittull, that upon every little til- 
Hage, they exceede not onely the hopes, but alfo the 
wifhes of the labourer; fo ic happened in a very {hort 
{pace that he made the like progreflion, pafling on to 
the fudies of Philofophy and Theologie, running 
before all expectation, and the Mafter confeft him- 
felfe that hee could teach him no longer , becaufe it 
happened many times that the Scholler apprehen- 
Ging a different fence from his Mafter , was able to 
maintaine it with fo much fubtilty of reafon , that 
he made him change his opinion. Whereof, among 
the notes that are come to my hands,there are many 
particulars which ] {pare to relate. He began like. 
wife in his childhood to Jearne the Mathematiques 
according to the mannerof the wife men of old 
times, tongucs, with the Greekeand Hebrew by the 
opportunity of eminent Mafters that lived at that 
time in Venice. 

But by continuall converfation and ftudy amongft 
B 3 them 





| Paul the Venetian. 5 
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The Life of Father | 
them he became defirous to receive the habit of that 
order of the Seryi,either becaufe it feemed tohima — 
life of more conformity to’ his inclination which 
wasretird and contemplative, or otherwife being 
allured thereto by his Matter. rf. 

- Tctis che property of mans minde in all things that 
are come to effedt,to feek no furtherthanco. thenext 
catifes, and particularly in thofe whereinitisneeree | 
liek concerned, & fo decling ajudgement upon thofe | 
alone without regard to an inveftigable namber of 
other foregoing caufes in a longer trat&; refolves 
thereupon to ground the caufe of his fortune, 

But the Divine providence which orders all things 
by a connexion of caufes and effets ,euides usto | 
higher confiderations. The effe&s following leaves 
‘us no placeto doubt that it was a Divine compulfit 
‘on, and a Divinevocation of Peter to render him-_ 
{elfe religious, becaufe his Mother, and his Vnele | 
Ambrofio the Prieft having oppofed themfelves a-_ 
gainft him out of a defire to make him a Prieft of | 
their Church, having already puthim into the ha- 
bit, yet he could not be removed from his firft refo- | 
dution, neither by exhortation nor by conftraine, | 
whereof he fuffered very much , and at laf in the | 
veare 1566. the 2 4. of November he was received in- | 
tp the habit of the Religion of Servi: And to what | 
deight of learning he was growne in his youth may | 
be argued from hence. That ( the day following ) 
there being held an annualland folemne difpurati-_ 
on in the Church of the Father Mixcys of St.Francis, | 
called Santia Maria de’ frati, ‘he wastent to difpute | 
| againtt the Thefes that werethen given in, where he | 
| put the company into admiration of his great ais | 

. Bites folid 
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Patl.the Venetian == 


| Apliddpiric, and at. the beginning of the difpurations d 
| gave them aprettie occafion to bemerry, having ‘ 

| forgot himfelfe that .he had changed his habit the : 

_ day before, he.did in thofe a&tions.of curtefie that na 
| arecommon among difputants ( thinking co put off i) 
| hishat’) pull off his hood, and held ic hanging in 
hishand; he continued his Novitiat in that Con- 





vent and his ftudies under the fame Matter. And the hi 
Father Benedetto Ferro yet living and ofhis owne i 
| age, who lived with him in. his Novitiat relates of 


| him, That in his childhood he wasof great retired- 
_ neffe, filence and gnietneffe.and that hee was wont | 
to withdraw -himfelfe from.every childifh f{port. iy 
And they {poke it of him as acommon by word.All i 
we are for trifles and pamphlets,but Fryer Paul is for 
Bookes: And being now entred into the 17. yeere 
ot his age, and fetled in a ftate of profeflion, butyet 
filently according to thofe times wherein the decree 
of theComncell of Trent to that purpofe was not 
yet put in execution (for all the regular orders.con- 
tinued with profeffions as yet unexpreft) the Coune 
cell then intending to provide in that cafes-vhich 
was fhortly made expreffe in Cremona in the hand of 
the General] Mafter Stephano Bonutio, who was after 
mafter Cardinallalone in the yeere 1572. about the 
tenth of May, hebcing then 20. yeares ofage when 
the congregation.of the order of the Servi Church 
comprehended about 70. Monafteries great.and lit- 
tle, and was after raifed and reduced into two pro- 
vinces, the one in Veyice, the other in Martova by 
Pius V.and was.governed by Vicars Generall) held 
a Chapter or generall congregation in the City of 
Mantova. And it is che manner offuch mectings of 
B 4 Religious 





8 The Life off Father: 
Religious men to’ put themfelves upon feverall ver- | 
tuous exercifes of preaching and difputations, whe- | 
ther for the moft part refort men of greateft emi- 
nency to honour the meetings , and to give atefti- | 
mony that they have not {pent their time in idlenes, | 
but in holy and laudable operations. | 
Fryer Paul, this young man, who ( in his child- | 
hood) didfo farre exceede others of riper yearesin | 
{ciences, was commanded to be one of thofe(whoin | 
that honorable concourfe ) was togive a taft of his | 
vertue by anfwering and defending 118. of the moft | 
difficult propofitions that were in facred Theolo- | 
gie or natural! Philofophy (which faid charge with | 
how much felicity, with what acclamation and | 
wonderwas by him maintained before that venera- 
ble afliftance may be acknowledged by the fucceffe 
thereof. But therelived at that time Jl fereniffimo | 
Duke Wiliam of Mantova, of whofe glorious memo- | 
ry we finde fo much wittenin Hiftory. This Prince | 
was aman of excellent parts, and fo profoundly | 
learned in the Sciences,that it was nat eafily difter- | 
ned whether his prudencein government or his eru- | 
dition in al the Sciences & arts were the greater;even | 
as low as Muficke. He had not his wit fo confined, | 
that while it was applied to learning, it abated any | 
thing of what belonged to the wifedome of govere | 
ning his people: There was a‘ confluence to his | 
Court (as of a moft vertuous Prince and liberal] | 
Meecenas ) from all parts of fuch asinthe Sciences | 
and Arts were of any note or excellency, and_they 
were all received, favoured,and Jargely entertained; 
The Bifhop of Boldrino Paftor of that Church moved 
by the example of fo vertuous.a Prince,endeavoured | 
to | 
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Paul the Venetian. C 9 








to doe thelike. His fun&tion was meerly eg¢clefi- 
vaftick, which he’ attended with all poffible piety, 
‘charity and diligence, and among other things was 
carefull to furnifh his Cathedral! with a fufficient 
AeGturer.. - : | 

It was worth obferving, that at the fare time y 

the Due taking notice of the great learning of Frye 
er Paulo, made it his requeft to the Superiors, to re= - 
‘ceive him into the family of the Monaftery of Saint 
Barnaby of Manteva, honoring him wich the title of 

his Chaplaine ; And alfo the Bifhop made him rea- - | 

der in the Cathedrall of pofitive divinity, of cafes of - 

conf{cience, and of the facred Canons.. I fhallnot r 

neede to tell you with what wonder of all his audi- ae 

ence he difcharged the place, -for it may be eafily 

believed. True it is, that for divers yeares, and even 

at this day, amongft the old fathers; there continues 

a fame at Mantova, and it became a common faying, 

Non veneramat in unFra. Paolo. There will never 

come more among us another frier Paul.’ At this 

timein Mantova he learned the Hebrew tongue toa 

greater perfection then he had doneat Venice. But 

the occafion of his converfation in Court: and of 

ferving that Prince, made him feea kinde of neceffi- 

tie of underftanding the hiftories of the times, 

wherein he was in afhort time fo great a proficient, 

that without injury either to times or perfons ] 

may lawfully fay he was without paralell.. In the 

ftudy whereof he continued a courfe, whichhe 

likewife ufed in all his other ftudies; which was, 

that when he encountred with any hiftory or 

paflage of learning, or any probleme or Theo- 

reme, He would never give himfelfe any intervalls 
But 
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10. “The, Life: of Father 

rr 
but prefently cithgp rifing fromthe board, or from | 
his bed.at midnight , or whenfoever applying him- | 
felfe. wholly and indefatigably to the fubjet, 
would never take himfelfe off til he had feene what- | 
foever could befeene, which was by confronting 
ofauthors, ofplaces,of times,and of opinions, and | 
by a Kinde of pertinacity, He would leave himfelfe | 
no occafion to returne againe to that flibje& , but 
would be refolved once for all,how farrethe know- | 
ledge of ic could be carried. And his very inti- | 
mate friends would fay of him, that in his riper age 
fitting downe fometime upona Mathemiaticall pro- 
bleme, or any other fpeculationshe would continue | 
there in making figures or numbers a wholeday, | 
and a whole night together, without leaving it un- 
til he ie al U0 pur vinta opui.won.ct wogtio pens 
fare. have either overcomeit, or elfePlethinkeno | 
more.on’t, 7 | ae | 
Divers accidents befell him during his abodein | 
Mantua, where among other converfations which | 
he had in that City, hetooke the greateft pleafure 
in difcourfing with Camillo Olive who had beenefe- | 
cretary to Hercules Cardinall of Mentua(thathad | 
beene legate in the Councell of Trent and com | 
mended him for a perfonage of great piety and — 
Jearning. But neverthelefle a manthat could not | 
fly from his ill fortune. becaufe the Cardinallha- 
ving incurred the indignation of Pius quartus( for 
fome things which concerned thecouncell ) thofe 
crimes from which greatenefle had priviledged the 
mafter, came. to be charged upon thefervant;who 
by the Inquifitours was much troubled, sand kept 
* Jong in prifon, after the death ofthe Cardinal set 

| Lor 
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Lord, from whence although he hada free delive- 
-rance, becaufe the Pope-bimielfe lived not long af- 
ter, yes hecould never make his reentry into the fa- 
your of the Court of Rome,and therefore lived a pri- 
wate life in Mantua. The chiefe pleafurethat Fryer 
Paul tcooke inconcourfing with himweas: _ becaufe 
he found him a man of fingular moderation, lear- 
ned, and by being with the Gardinall at Trent, had 
hada great manage. in thofe aftions: knowing the 
particularities of the moft fecret bufineffe, and had 
fides many memorialls in perufall, whereof Friar 
Pau tooke much delight ; . Becaufe the canciliary 
agtion being newly diffolved ( which ‘by fo long a 
courfe of time had held all Chriftendome in fo 
mich expeétation ) and ( {pecially men of high fpi- 
rit and intelleGuals ) in whom it begotagreat cu- 
riofitie to-know how things had really paft, ofall 
awhich he had taken notes with his owne hand.. He 
had like wife avery neere familiarity with the father 
Inguifitor, of the Dominican order, Fra. Giloleme 
Bernerio da Correggio, who was after made cardinall 
of Afcoli by Sixtus V.of the congregation of the ho- 
ly office, and protector of the order of the Servi, 
with whom he continued fervitude till his death. 

How much he efteemed Fryer Paul,’ fhall be men- 
tioned hereafter where ir may. be more neceflary. 
All perfons of learning that’ came to that Court, 
hada defireto confer with him, becaufe he was.al- 
ready gotten fo forward in all the {ciences, that 
he did not onely give all men fatisfa&ion, but 
leftthem with fo much wonder of his profoundnes 
in every thing (being yet but young) as if he had 
beene ver in that alone, and applyed himfelfe to 
no- 
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nothing elfe, And the fervice of that Prince feemed 
to require no leffe. Becaufeas perfons of divers pro- 
feffions reforted to his court, fo he was defirous that 
his chaplains fhould treate and hold argument with 
all men ofall things that fell into difcourfe. And he 
himfelfe would ever propound fome extravagant 
queftion,& at publique difputations;where he would 
appeare fometime unexpected. He ufed to command 
Fra. Paulto argue tofomeconclufion, wherein it 
was impoflible he fhould be premeditated. - Asa- 


_ mong others atone time ( which may ferve foran 


example of many) ina Theologicall Thefis that 
Chrift our Lord died at the age of three and thirty; 
being a fubjeftto puzzell any indifferent wit. Buc 


Frier Paul with confronting the evangelifts by their 


Eafter, as if under his eye he had had the whole con- 
cordance of the Gofpell,and with fome allegations 
out of Eufebius,did to the wonder of all that under- 
ftood him, . reduce his refpondent to fo narrow a 
freight, that he was driven to fay of Eufebius, Hifto- 
ria eft non vera narratio, whereat the Duke breaking 
into alaughter, replyed. Father , ' thofe of Saint A- 
lexis of the living and of thedead, are hiftories to 
you , and fuch like asare fold by the Mountebanks: 
And fo ina kinde of whifpering and jeering the 
difputation wasbroke up. | 
Nature at fome certaine times produceth wits that 
areapt for any particular {cience; asin many ages 
after wee {ee not the like againe.Many fuch and very 
famous ones have beenerin former times.In this of 
ours Vieta inthe Algebra, Gilberto in the {peculati- 
ons ofthe Magnetique vertues, Galileo in his know- 
hedge of the motions.. The braine of Fra. Paul a 
| med 
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med tohavea rare excellency in all thefe: but in 
| the Mathematiques it was a thing incomparable,be- 
caufe whatfoever remaines of antiquity, or of mo- 
derne writers, was but the leaft part of what he 
knew. He was no leffe curious to know all that had 
beene faid of the Aftrologiques,' the vanity and in- 
utility thereof he did alwayes , and abfolutely de- 
{pife , becaufe things in fucurity either cannot be 
_knoWne, or cannot be avoided, But not long before 
his going from Mantua there happened a pretty ac- 
cident. The Duke who willingly interpofed the 
pleafures of wit and facetioufnefle with the grave 
cares of his government, tempering wifely his trou- 
bles with Joviality of words and aétions, had in his 
ftable ( whereof by the example of his anceftors, he 
Kept a race offo great efteeme,that it isreported that 
at the battell of Pavy 15.25. Francis the arf king of 
France was there mounted upon a horfe which had 
beene given him, by the Marquife of Mantya. And 
Charles the fift in his warres made ufe of another of 
the {ame race which was beftowed on him; I fay this 
Duke Wtlliam: had a mare that was in fole ofa 
mule,and being neere the time ofher foling, he defi- 
red Fra.Paolo to beftow. anights ftudy with Aftro- 
nomicallinftruments that the horofcope,& thena- 
tale minute of the beaft might be knowne with the 
{cituation of the Heavens, and the pofture of the 
ftarres at that time: which being done, and reduced 
into the formeof a figure or apotelefme,. the Prince 
caufed ‘copies tobe fent abroad to all the famous 
Aftrologers of Europe 5 as well in Italy as in other 
places, withthis declaration; That at fuch anin- 
ftant’ of time a baftard. was borne in. the Dukes 
. houfe; 
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ra The Life of Fether | 
houfe,and I can very well tell that a:good while ate | 





ter the Prince made himfelfe merry fo reade’ the | 
judgments that came from divers, parts.One would | 


have this baftard to bea Cardinall, others that hee | 


fhould bea great commander; others,that it prog= | 


nofticated triumphes, or miters even as high as the’ | 


very Pontificat é, 


There camea rumour whielgot fome credit,. and’ | 


is mot yet extin& : That Fra. Paulo. taking | 
difcontent at this a&tion , was willing to leave the | 
Princes fervice, fearing leftat fome timeor other by: | 
the Capricio’s of the Princes brdine,a worfe encoun="_ 
ter might befall hint: and: to fay: truth:Frier Paab | 
commended. much | the excellency of the Princes 
wit; but withall had obferved fome toyifly fancies 


wherewith he was too much pleafed. . Buthe him~’ 


felfe hath feriobfly affirmed, that this wasino caufe 
of his departure; nor yet the exampleof another’ 


| 
| 


Fryer ofthefame order called: Cornelie da Codomo, 
who being likewife entertayned by the Duke had 
incurred his difpleafure, and was put in prifon;from: | 


whence he made his efeape leaving: a general] opi- 


nion by the great meanes that were ufed tocatch 
him againe, that he meant to put hiny to death, Bue’ 


hath alwaies-rather: confirmed it; That the Duke: 
had all the reafon'iin the world. And the Dukedid 
honour him, fo.much as to: givehim anaccount of 
the bufineffe and the writing ‘ie: felfe which is ex- 
cant, Cand I have’ feene it.) which movedthis great. 
Prince to fo juft a difdaine (and this inwas’) That 
when the Cardinal Hercules de Gonfaga dyed, a cere 
tayne young man thatqualified: himfel fe: t6 bée his’ 
fonne,not conceiving thavhe had quick julticedorié 
him 
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| him by the Magiftrates in the execution of certaine 
| §00ds pretended to belong to him, did in the forme 
| Of 'a fupplication deliver the’ Dake a reall and f- 
| mous Libell,taxing him to bean ufurper and an un- 
_ jut Tyrant, threatning him with divine revenge, 
| and citing him before the tribunal of God, where- 
upon beingimprifoned, hee confeft thatit was Car- 
melio da Codome that had formed’ that fcandalous 
Writing. 

_ Famebore it out, that thefe two were the cautes 
\of his departing the Court, to which the courfe of 
time gavefo much credit , that it is yet received for 
jf truth among the elder fore, chomgh it were un- 
donbtedly fale. Bat the true canfe of his depar- 
ture oy hee made with the Princes favour and 
fein ion) was,becaufe that a court life wasfo 
ablolately averfe to his Genius, and his fanie in re- 
Tigion made him to be perpetually importuned by 
his friends ‘and faperiors,who had a defigneto make 
ufe of his fabours’ in their profeffion. Fryer Pad 
had added to his learning fuch an integrity of Re- 
ligious carriage, that being’but avery young man 
free'was had in. reverence of aff men as an Idza’ of 
imodefty, of Picty, and all other vertues both Chri- 
franand Morall.. Some things may feeme para- 
doxes, but theyare fo well’ knowne, and have fo 

reat a teftimony from men yet living, that hee that’ 
thonld ‘goe about’ to queftion any. of them muff 
needs have put on'a vizard of impudency poyfoning 
histonguewithuntruch , and his corrupted heare 
wich malipnitte of paffion. | 

> Let Pryers {peake, let fo many Senators witneffe, 
whether Fra. Paulo were ever heard tofweare ¥? fi 
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16 The Life of Father 


faith, or fpeake an unfeemely word: or ever feene to 
be angry, yet thefe are not the onely fingularities 
of his Jater times .when was he: afervantco the {tate 
of Venice; butthefe and others have beene in him 
from his youth in fuch a perfeétion.,. that he never 
hadany ‘publique correction as was ufuall with o- 
thers of religious orders. He was never reprehended, 
for {peaking an undecent word, nordoing an une 
befeeming act. It was a marvellous thing how info, 
young a man that had not exceeded theage of twen- 
ty two, fo many fciences(in fo high a degree )fhould | 
beunited ; befides thofe that are ordinary in them, 
that live in Cloifters are ( after literature of huma-, 
nitie ) the logique, Philofophy and Theologie.Bue. 
tothofe, he had alfo joyned the knowledge of the, 
_ Iawes, perfe&ly of the common law, and more then, 
meanely of the civill, all the Mathematiques and_ 
medicine, the knowledge of fimples, of Hearbes, :of; 
or Plants, of Mineralls, with their cranfmutations, 
a fufficient underftanding -of divers tongues , befide | 
the latine, the Greek, the Hebrew, and the Caldean. 
All which learning together would have had fome- | 
thing of monftrous in it,though it had been foundin 
a maturer age, but fromthe: holineffe of his conver= 
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and perfection of fruite might be expe&ted from him: 
if it fhould ‘pleafe.God to referve him for further | 
times. Although it beastrue, that, the knowledge 
alone of all that. which humane underftanding can | 
raife it felfe to makes not.a man perfe&, though it 
may render him admired: Nay the devillsthem- 
{elves are knowne for their great wifedome, and 
; Ay Tue e hare! 
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have a name of mighty knowledge. But goodneffe 
is that which gives the forme , piety, religion, and 
the vertues of the minde are the foule of this bedy. 
And the accumulation of {ciences , and probity 
made this religious young man fo venerable, and ( 
may fay ) fo majefticall , that as it is acufiomein 
Venice among the noble, and ingenuous youth, chat 


ifany of them benot fo decent in theiz habite, ‘or 


that they be of a Ieffe modefty in difcourfe or 


Cariage , then they ought to be, yet when they 
appeare before the firft Senator,they are carefull to 
put themfelves into their beft habite and pofture, 


| fo in this order of the religion of Servi( for even a- 


mong the religious,efpecially thofe of the younger 
fort,are not alwaies under rule,nor as wee lay with 


_ their bowes bended. , ) yet at the appearance ot Fre. 


Paolo they were al’compofed reducing them(elvs to a 


more ferioufnes of behaviour, fetting afide both {port 


i 


and Joviality,asif his onely prefence had been the 


Black rod ; whereupon it became a proverbe amone 


them, whenfoever he was prefent or appeared. o; 

fpofa la mutzamo propoftie,\et us change our difcourie, 
here comes the bride. Such power hath the prefence 
of a man of knowne probity & innocency:even over 
the behaviour of others: yet nevertheleffe he was {0 
pleafing,fo humble with all men, that hicherto J 


| havenot knowne: that man that. could fay’ ( ex- 
| cept when he was in the publique imployment 


yehat 
he had received afharpe word , or feene agefture 
from him exprefling rigor to others, (although 
with himfelfe }) he were moft fevere. 

Being confecrated Prieft at the age of 22. he f{ce- 
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med to encreafe the ftricneffe of his retiredneife. 
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and to be more intenfe upon the a@ions of piety and 
meditation.During which age and a good while af- 
ter, he had never tafted wine,except it were at the 
Celebration- His foode was fo fparing, that for the 
moft part he fed but upon bread & fruite;of flefh he 
had very Jittleufe till he was paft 55. faying,that he 
abftayned or tafted very little, becaufe his comple- 
xion would notbeare it,but make him fick, and be= | 
caufe ic bred him much headach.He wentat that age 
to Millan, and ithappened in atime when Cardinall 
Borromeo ( at this day Saint Carlo ) wasin the fers 
vour ofthe reformation of that Church, and in per- 
ticular reduced the confeflours by a rigorous zeale to 
fo {mal a number( which either was becaufehe found 
them very ignorant.) or underftood of great abufes 
committed. in the gdminiftrations of penitence , 
whereof he cleerly purged their Churches. | This 
great paftor had found the meanes to know the con~ 
ditions, the life and quality of the Cloifters, as ic 
appeared by fo many that tooke their heeles,& tar 
ried not for hisjudgment. It may be well imagined | 
what intelligence he held with Padre Paslo whom he 
fent for, and againtt his inclination made him heare 
confeflions, making ufe of hin not onely inthe | 
Church of his owne order , but injothers ( as it was | 
needfull ) and tooke great affetion inhim , being 
much pleafed with his company, He would al- | 
waies be prefent at the moft difficult difcuflions. of, | 
cafes of confcience & other confultations upon di- | 
vers accidents, where the apinion of the moft learned. | 
divines werehad, and would often make him ftay | 
to dine with him in his refeftory: becaufethat' Car- | 
dinall in imitation of thote ancient holy pattors.: | 
Ambrofe | 


ny 
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‘| Ambrofe and others,did frequently make a common 
Tife and table with thofe of his clergie. 
‘| At that time, and before his departure from the 
‘| Province of Mantua by that of Venice, as it is an or- 
' dinary thing, that how vertuous and innocent fo- 
ever aman be, he cannot be without trouble and 
'|€mulation; being complayned of to the holy office 
‘of inquifition by one Maeftro Claudio Piacentino bis 
‘contemporary, but one that was unable to raife him- 
fall by his ftudy and vertue to that credit which 
Padre Paslohad, and therefore thought to equalize 
him by pulling him downe. But it proved much to 
i his owne difadvantage, becaufe howbeit the inguifi- 
{tor received the accufation and formed the proceffe, 
yet in fine, the father would not anfwer,but appea~ 
ed to Rome about the formation of the proceffe, 
whither ( the cause being called ) after many wri- 
‘\tings and receipts, It was concluded,that the Inqui- 
tificor fhould have a heavy reprehenfion with a taxa 
‘ition of ignorance. And indeed it could not well be o- 
iitherwife ; The accufation being that the father,who 
well underftood the Hebrew tongue, had main- 
ijtained that from the firft chapter of Genefis the ar- 
iiticleof the moft holy Trinity could not be dedu- 
jced; whereupon he oppofed the Judge, not onely 
Ibecaufe he agreed with his accufer, but becaufe he 
‘was not able to judge the caufe, as having no 
knowledge of the Hebrew Tongue. And as foon 
jas thecaufe was feen at home, it wasthrown out 
of the Court, without fo much as calling the Fa- 
ther tobe examined, but onely by giving a checque 
‘ko the Inquifitor. In thisvery time there was ad- 
ded to his naturall weakneffe two other infirmities, 
C2 which 
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which ke hath endured for many years; becaufeli- 
ving(as wee have faid))with an extream flenderneffe 
of diet, and drinking nothing but water, and many > 
daies notat all; and when thirft invited him 5 hee | 
went to the pit, anddrank onely once, and there- | 
upon fell into fuch a coftiveneffe, that although ic | 
may feeme ftrange, yet it is very true, that ordi- | 
narily hee ftaicd three daies, fometimes a whole | 
weeke, before thofe naturall parts which are de- | 
figned to cxpell the excrements could doe theic | 
office, and with fo much more paines, becaule it | 
was accompanied with the difeafe of the Hemoroids, | 
which by the long and violent force bred the falling | 
downe of the ftreight gut, accompanied with a 
Flux -from the Liver, which hath remained with | 
him evento his old age. Upon this occafion be- | 
gun the preferiptsof Phyfitians ( with whom hee | 
converft rather to difcourfe of their art, than to | 
make ufe of their Receipts, having formerly made | 
agood progreffe in that Science, wherein hee be- | 
came marvelloufly excellent, and among othen 
things it was an exhortation of his friendsto per- 
{wade himto drinke Wine. ~ But to thathe never | 
rendred hinifelfe, till after the thirtieth year of his | 
age, northen but with much averfneffe;. nor ever | 
in fourty one years which he livedafter, could. hee | 
take any liking to wine, except it were white,, and | 
that onely for the refemblance it hath to water, | 
and amongft other things which he faid hee had 

repented himfelfe in his life time, this. was one 
that hee hadbeen perfwaded to drink wine. | 

Naturall affeGions may befometime moderated, 
but I can hardly beleeve that they are evercxtin- | 
euifhe. 
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}guitht. There are very few men that have been able : 
} to command themfelves: But peradventure it will 
not beeafie to find any one, who generally, and 
upon all occurrents was more apatrone, and com- i 
/mander of‘ his affetions than he. If once his ’ 
judgement preceded , nothing was ever fufficient 
to remove his refolution, no kinde of meate could 
yever move his appetite, if he thought ic dangerous, 1 
(nor Phyfick would hee take, otherwife then hee 
} took delightful food, if hee believed it tobe good 
Hforhim. And fo in all other things, yet neverthe- 
jleffe he was _ufed to. fay, that he never overcame any 
ithing with more difficultie, than forfaking water TE 
ito drinke Wine. Bur partly by his complexion, a 
which was of an incredible meagrenefle, and part | 
ly by his additionall infirmities, hee could never be 

made beleeve, that hee could livea yeare to.an end, 

This is witneffed by ali chofe that were his famili- 

ars, that it he did not compute every day for the 

laft, yet ac leaft he Saeed lars yeare, contrary 

to thofethatuleto fay, Thereis none fo old, that 

he may not hopefora year of life; And hee faid, 

hee never remembred himfelfe fo young, that he 

could hope for ayeares life. To this ic may bead- 

ded, that he having made a progreffe above all be- 

liefe, in his ftudies, whereunto he was fo devoted i 

that very few daies paft in his private life ; 

Wherein hee ftudied not eight houres, alchough he 

would never write any thing for publication un- 

ill he were conftrained by a publique neceflity. And 

in his actions among his friends (as they them- 

elves would fay)henever appeared aétive nor re- 

folute, but cold and referved, becaufe he that hath 

C 3 no 
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22 The Life of Patber 
no hope of life,feldome applies himfelfe to ations of 
any great confequence. And nevertheleffe the affaires | 
of his owne province,and the inftance of his friends, | 
were able to cal him backe to his owne Country in — 
Venice,& his province,whereimmediatly,a] thofe that | 
were of greater yeares giving place to an eminency of | 
vertué, and integrity,more to be admired then rela- | 
ted;he being already gone through all thofe degrees | 
which the lawes of his orderhad appointed;of ftu- | 
dent,of Bachelor, of mafter,( which is the ticle of the. 
DoGorates in Theologie ) and being a yeare 
before that , aggregated to that moft famous 
Colledgeof Padua, was with univerfall applaufe | 
41649. created Provinciall, ( with this addition that 
he fhould governe the ftudie as regent) for fo they | 
call the readers of the facred Theologie. | 
That great Prince, who at his death defired an | 
applaufe.from his friends that ftood about him, gave | 
us to underftand, that in every vocation whofoever | 
carried himfelfe well fhouldnot be defrauded of his) 
due commendation. The dignities among religious} 
men, being confidered either by their profit, or} 
their {plendour are not things to be ftood upon; but} 
to fuftaine the change ofthem witha due charitie| 
and prudence, is more then can be performed by ma-| 
ny. In thefe things, Padre Paolo chalkt outa way to} 
hisfucceffours, by which they might arrive at their) 
end with great reputation. In matters of judgment| 
he gavethem all an eflay of aninflexible reGitude,| 
and that which he ftriétly obferved all his life long, 
Wwasnever to receivea donative( how little foever )) 
never to admitany other proceeding in matter of| | 
jufticebut with acceleration’, and exp edition.| | 
| No! 
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No judgement of all thofe of his ( which were 
innumerable ) were at the inftance of any high- 
er judgement, found fic to bee repealed, And I 
fhall fay this particular more by way of anticipatis 
on, that the Cardinall Santa Severina ( for reafons 
that may bee alledged ) {hewed himfelfe very vio- 
lent, that certaine fentences which the Father had 
| given againftfome that were forward in the Cars 
) dinals favour mightbe retra&ed , and having cau- 
_ fed the proceedings to be wellicompared with the 
) relations of his auditors, wasconftrained to confefs, 
) that in point of juftice, it could not be otherwife , 
_ nor better determined: 
) In his government he banifhed all fagtions, and 
_ particularities. None had ever caufe to complaine 
_ of him, except it were fome indifferent friends,that 
promifed themfelves more of his friendfhip than 
_ they had reafon. 

_ He left his Province with fuch orders and cuftoms 
| as( if they had been obferved ,) had prevented a 
| greater deale of inconvenience, wherewith they 
| have been fince affli&ted. This (as the beginning 
| of his employments }) difcovered afraught age of 
| prudence in the manage of bufineffe, and dexteri- 
| ty of government, which (with age) was increafed 
| in him to fuch an ¢xcellency, thatin fo great an 
| heape and innumerable number of affaires that 
paffed through his hands,none were fo involved in 
difhculty, but that his more chan humane wit found 
away :to the head ofit, either todiffolveit, orto 
-fhew thatit was inextricable. And asit is repor- 
ted of fome famous Chyrurgeons, that where they 
| fet to their fortunate hands, no wound prov’d in- 
4 curable 
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Curable; fo cohim, there were brought from all 
forts of people the moft arduous’ bufineffes, with 
this confidence, that either hee would prefently 
findeout the knot, or that no man elfe could ever 
have the hopeto doe it. And although it ‘have 
feemed to fome, that his inclination ftood rather 
to feveritie and rigour, than to clemency or fweet- 
neffe , yet that proceeded rather becaufe he was of 
a ferious and retired difpofition, than any way fa- 
cile or jovial]. But he was really of fo compaffio- 
nate a nature, that hee would neither doe injury 
himfelfeto any, nor fuffer another to doe it. And 
this, either goodneffe of nature, or tenderneffe of 
atte&tion, had fo rooted it felfe inhis foule in his 
Staver age, thatasit chances not onely in naturall. 
things, but in his affections ( above all other ) the 
exceffe whereof had not only extended his compaf- 
fion towards men, but to all other forts of crea+ 
tures: Infomuch as his nature could not endure 
that any thing fhould be grieved or molefted. And 
if ic had been needfull to kill any of thofe crea- 
tures with hisown hand, which God had appoin- 
ted for food and fuftenance of life, true it is, that 
in the latter years of his life( excepting a great ne~ 

efity:) hee would rather have abftained and fafted. 
But becaufehehad formerly cut in peecesanum- 
ber ofliving creatures with his own hands to make 
Anatomies, whenfoever he fellinto the occafion of 
that difcourfe, he feemed to refent it witha kinde: 
of compaflionate difpleafure and relu&ance : And: 
if-in difcourfe or writing, he feemed at any time 
more punGuall in matter of juftice, nothing being 
able co make him decline irom the ftri& courle 
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(blaming often the too great mildnefs of punitive 
juftice) as an occafion of much and many abufes : 
yet wichall, if ic had concerned himfelfe to admi- 
nifter it, Tam very well affured that in all his go- 
vernmients, and many years fuper-intendence ot his 
province, you would rather have difcovered in him 
a defect of rigour than of mercy. 

But in the adminiftration of his owne charge, 
what a reputation ofintegrity, piety, and prudence, 
and of every vertue he had gain’d to himfelf,it may 
be gathered from hence. He was made provincial] 
of his order at the end of the twenty fixth yeare of 
his age(which was never conferred upon any fo 
young ashe) by any information that I could re- 
ceive neither before nor fince, in 3.40. yeares that 
this order of the Servi had had a beginning, In 
this year of 1579. there was held a generall Chap- 
ter of the whole order in Parma, and becaufe about 
tenne yeares before, by many Statutes madeat di- 
vers times, and by the Popes themfelves, concer- 
ning Secular Friers, as alfo by the Councell of 
Trent, it was refolved to be neceflary to make new 
conftitutions and rules for the government of the 
whole order. It was therefore decreed at that 
Chapter, for the deferring no longer of fo good a 
worke , that three of the moft learned, pious, and 
prudent men, fhould be chofen out of all the order 
of that religion to execute a bufineffe of fuch 
inmportance, as every one which well funderftands 
that knows what belongs to Government. Oneof 
thefe was Padre Paolo,who was buta youth in refpec& 
of the venerable and hoarie haires of the other two. 
Upon this occafion hee tarried a goodwhile at 
home , 
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home wherehe made a difcovery of hismoftrich 
Talent to the cardinall Alexander:F arnefe Prote&tor, 
and to the other Santa Severina Vice Prote&or 
of the order. The charge that was particularly layd 
upon him,was to accomodate that part which con- 
cern’d the facred Cannons, the reformations by the 
Councell of Trent which were but newly come 








forth, and the formes of their judgments. All the 


worke lay upon the three that weredeputed, but 
becaufe he had amore exquifite knowledge of the 
Cannon and civill lawes,and of the Conciliary de- 
terminations, the bufineffe of that particular was 
wholly remitted to him ; and healone gave forme 
to that whole part which treated of judgments in 
accommodation to the Clauftrall ftate, and that 
with fo much brevity, cleerneffe, and profundity, 
that thofe judges that were fo knowing and onely 
exercifed in matter of judicature, have admired it 
as the action of one that had confumed. his age in 
nothing but ftudy ofthe Iawes of that order.And it 
is.an argument to convince theerrour of thofe that 
beleeve,that they which give themfelves moft to the 
ftudy of fciences, are therebyrendred unable for 
government and policy. It being an-error every 
way as groffe as it is pernitious. Whereof wee fhall 
givea lively example in the following courfe of the 
life of father Paul, 

But leaving at Rome.( by the occafion of this im= 
ployment) a great fame of his knowledge, and 
prudence, not onely in the Courts of thefetwo Care 
dinalls,(from whom by order expreft in the Apo- 
ftolical, Bricfe of Gregory the thirteenth. )It was 
appoixted that all ftatutes which were made fhould 
receive 
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receive approbation. For it wasfometimes necefla- 
ry torcfortto, andtreate with the Pope himélfe; 
From which burden being now difcharged, he re- 
turned to his owne government 
When he had ended this charge of Provinciall- 
fhip, and eafing his fhoulders of fo great a weight, 
he entred into fome more quietnefle, which he faid 
was allthe repofe he enjoyed in the whole courfe 
of hislife, becaufe nothing fell out in his govern= 
ment, whercin the evills were not well difcerned, 
or elfe were growne tolerable without fa@tions or 
difcontentments. And asa weary man relifheth his 
reft with more {weetneffe: fo for three whole yeares 
he gavehimfelfe to nothing but {peculations of na- 
turall things. And his knowledge in them being 
growne to fome perfection, he paft further to opera- 
tions with his owne hand, in the tranfmutation, and 
diftillation of all forts of mettalls. Notthathe was 
ever toucht withthe vanity of the poflibility of ma- 
king gold, or that he thought a difcreete man could 
any way engage himfelfe in fuch an inquiry. Of this 
it may be an argument,that at that time ( for many 
monthestogether ) there continued in Venice (after 
he had travelled Italy,and deluded fo many Princes 
and Prelates )That famous impoftor Mamugna,who 
was beleeved to make gold, which expreft very well 
the fence of Diogenes when he faid ( he did not fe- 
gregate from the vulgar no not Kings themfelves) 
Becaufeinto that credence, or rather into that Co- 
medy, the vulgar did not onely rufh with fuchan 
exceffe of confidence, that they called all men mif- 
creants that did not beleeve the making of gold. Yea 
Cardinalls, Princes, the Pope himfelfe, Sixtus a 
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fo greata Prince, and of {uch knowledge and expe- 
rience , had given out that he would gueftion the 
ftate of Venice, for giving protection to fuchan 
Impoftor if his knavery were not difcovered. The 
father Pay! made it alwaies a matter of Jeft,and to 
fome of his friends that would have carried him to 
the experiment, he alwaies anfwered, thatif he . 
fhould dofo, they would not onely repute him in- 
conftant, but efteeme him fora very foole. Anda- 
mong his intimate friends ( with whom hehad 
conference concerning this Impofture ) were fome 
gentlemenwho, relying upon the fathers judgment, 
were the inventors ofa Mafcherada to expreffe his 
opinion. One clothing himfelfe like the Mamugna, 
in aboate with fire and coales, and bellowes,and 
and glaffes, and other chymicall tooles went 
abouc the citty crying, 4A! Magmugna Atre 
lire il foldo del loro fino. who buysa fhillings worth of 
of fine pure gold forninepence! And one of thefe 
is atthis day a moft excellent Senator of Venice, 
whofe fingular life,& vercue deferves a recomendati- 
on upon a better occafion. The father ufed to mocke 
thote that told him they had feene him make gold, 
and would alwaies fay, why now wee (hall fee what 
the Chaus had wont to fay. There being at that time 
in Venice one of thofe Nuntios that came from 
Conftantinople about affaires; whom they called a 
aChaus. And this Chaus having heard of thisman 
thache made gold, made no other anfwer to dit (but 
by aLaconicall brevity which is u{uall.with that. 
nation ) I gran fignore dumqueverra afervirlo. Ifyou 
make gold the great Turke fhall come to“be your 
lervant. And the father who fo willingly held 
argument 
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argument with any that profeft diftillations, could 


not be fatiffied how the humour of gold could be 
made entrant,becaufe al his exercife was only for 
the knowledge of nature. Wherein the great Phyfi - 
cian of our age can teflifie the greatnefle of his expe- 
rienceand of the many things of his finding out, 
which were communicated to others of that pro. 
feflion, wherewith they have honoured themfelves; 
there being no admired effe&, no occult propertie; 
nothing either written or experimented: which he 
had not either feene or examined. And beyond hu- 
mane beleefe he was verft in all the things of thofe 

arts, in fo much as men thought he had employed 
his whole life in nothing elfe. 

About that time, and long after he exercifed 
himfelfe in theanatomy of all forts of creatures, 
and for the moft part of living creatures which he 
_; ufed to cut up him(elfe: particularly the anatomy of 

the eye, wherein he was fo perfeé, that 4qua-penden- 
te did not difdaineto alledge in his reading, nor in: 
his printed book the authority of father Payl.And 
that famous man when he {poke of him, he fpake as 
of the Oracle of that age. Befides other learning, he 
was much verftin the knowledge of the propriety of 
fimples, of the nature of mineralls, in fo much as 
in thofe profeflions whatfoever he knewnot, was 
not cognofcible. But fuch as are well informed of 
the truth, have madeit a rationall wonder,that as 
Aqua pendente in his tra&tat de vifu ingenuoufly con 
feffeth, that he had learned from him the manner 
wherby in the Cryftalline humour vifion is made by 
refra&ion, and that hewas the firft obferver that the 
tunicles of the eyes were dark and thick (as all the 
reft ) but that they onely became diafacious and 
tran{pa- 
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30 ©—- The Léfe of Father 
tran{parent by being continually drencht, and 
moistened with acleerehumour,: as the nature of 
Cavernes in Mountaines and rocks renders the earth 
tran{parent, which is of it felfe moftdarke and duf- 
ky by. a continuall irrigation (a8 wee may fee in 
pibbles and flint-ftones. ) And more over how in- 
fufion by art makes barke of trees and fhells and 
rootes tranflucide, which of themfelves are of darke~ 
neffe and denfitie. So the whole tractate concerning 
the eyewhich paffech under,the name of Aastegen 
dente,or at leaft fo much as conteyns new % rare {pe= 
culations & experiments, is the work of Padre Paolo, 
wherof Ihave had {peech with fome that were eye- 
witneffes,and knew that a due part of che praife was 
not attributed ro -him that deferveditall.Bue much 
more in another matter of more moment which 
was the finding out ofthofe valvule , thofe inward 
fhuts or folds that are withinthe veines.. Of which 
argument I: doe not finde,that any, either ancient 
or moderne hath made mention, becaufe ic wasa 
thing unthought of till thefe times that 4qua-pen- 
dente moved the queftion ata publique Anatomy. 
But there are ftill living many eminent and 
learned Phyfitians, among which are Santorio 
and Pietrox Afselineo aBrenchman, which knew 
. that ic wasno fpeculation nor invention of Agua- 

pendente but of the Fathers, who confidering the 
gravitie and weight of the blood, grew into opinion 
that it could not ftayin the veins, except there were 
fome bunch to hold it in, fome folds or fhuttings, 
at the opening and clofing of which there was 
given a paflage and neceflary Equilibrium to life. 
And upon his owne naturall judgement hefet ae 
felfe 
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rn 
felfe to cutting with more exquifite obfervation ; 
whereupon hee found out thofe Valvule, and the 
right ite of them, which doenotonely ftop and 
hinder the blood from dilating it felf by his weight 
into the veines (as wee obferve in fome crooked and 
{weld knots, but alfo that blood running up and 
downe with fo much liberty, and in fo great quan= 
tity) it might eafily fuffocate the natural] heate of 
thofe parts which ought to receive their nouri(he 
mentirom ic. And in confequence he made difco- 
very, that the Athletick Habit, which in his judge- 
ment, and according to Hippocrates ( bonitatis 
fummum attingit had no other caufe of being fo 
_ dangerous and deadly, but becaufe the blood being 
in fo great a quantity in the veines, might hinder 
the ufe of thofe Valvule, whereby of necefficy 
followed fuffocating for want of ventilation. Of 
thishee gave account to fome friends of that proe 
feflion, and efpécially to Aqua-pendente, who made 
very great ufeof it in apublique Anatomy, after 


| 


—————— 


upon that fubje&. 

But me thinks J fee alwaies the very gefture of 
the good Affelenio who when he takes occafion to 
{peake of thefather, lift up both his hands, fhruggs 
his thoulders, and hanging his head on one fide(to 
{peak it ina kind ofa French phrafe.) Ob bow» many 
thingsthave I learned of Padre Paolo in anatomy in mine~ 
rallsyc» (mples.This is a pure (oule in which there fbines 
4 Candour,an excellency of nature,e an ignorance of doing 

any thing but well. A father being moft a famous phy- 
_ fician of of Orleans, had a fonne whome he had de- 
| figned tobe ofhis owne profeffion , and bred him 
| in 
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gn (uch a way, that at nine yeares practife he begun 


‘to worke in diftillations. And alchough in Phy- 
* fick and Anatomy he be fecond to very few, yet! 


believe him to bebefore all others in the know- 


. ledge of fimples of mineralls, _and of their vertues 


and ufes for mansbody. Hecamevery young into 
Italy, being fent thither by his father to be with- 
drawne-from the danger of the civill warres in 
France which were then very violent. And being 
cometo Venice, he fell in love with theplaceasa 
Country ofbenignity to all travellers, and had no 
minde to leave theplace, where he exercifed the 
rofeffion of Phyfick, rather as a friend with his 
tiends,then for gaine,having done many cures that’ 
were miraculous when he wroughtalone, but not 
willing to fhew his talent among others,becaufe by 
nattire he was. averfe from contending or making 
any oftentation: ‘This.man from his very arrivall 
took converfation with the father, which hath con- 
tinued witha moft holy friendthip preferv’d betwixt 
them.for eight and thirty. yeares. And he more then 
any other can fpeake of the fathers wondrots know- 
ledge in the forefaid profeflions, and of things by 


" him invented , whereof an intire volume might be 


written. 

But being not like to continue long in this holy 
and vertuous quietneffe; the fame of his prudence 
and hability of government, after three yeares drew 
him away (and as! may fay ) from that garden of 
{pirituall delights , into a thorny fieldof toile and 
wearinefle of {pirit and body, and at a generall 
Chapter hewas by common confent created Pro- 
curator of the Court called Progtor generall. 

This 
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This is the fupreame dignity of chat order under 
the General], and in thofe times that religion flou= 
rifhed with learnedmen , ‘none were affumed into 
that order except men of exquifite prtidence, ( bes 
caufethe charge beares with it a neceflity to defend 
all the variances and controverfies at Rome ,* that 
are promoted in all the religion, befides the necefli< 
ties of appearing in all courts and:congregations to 
maintaine the caufes:- that are brought to the court) 
and of fingular learning to be abte to pray before 
the Pope upon daies that are defign’d to that order. 
Andbecaule the Proéors’ of Court. are much im= 
ployed by the Popes in the congregations as in rea- 
ding apubliqueleQure:upon wifdome. 

In thefe three yeares that he dwelt in Rome, befide 
thatincomparable prudence wherwith he treated ot 
matters of religion, there was knowne to bein him 
a great aptneffe to greater things, and by order from 
the Pope himfelfe he entred into divers cotigregati- 
ons, where there was occafion to difcourfe in occurs 
rent a&tions upon important difficulties of doctrine. 
At which meetings he came to’ know and take 
intimate acquaintance with father Bellarmize, who 
wasoften prefent, and was afterwards a Cardinal}, 
whofe friendfhip continued even to the end of his 
life. He knew there likewife the Do&or Navarro;who 
was then at Rome about that famous caufe of the 
Arch-Bifhop of Toledo, and he was wontto tell 
with a great deale of delight that he had many 
times had difcourfe with one of the ten compagnons 
offather Ignatius who then lived.| And I believe it 
was father Bobadiglia,wherein I fhould be forry to be 
miftaken, Onely it is remembred that he found 
him 
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him often doing his exerci(€, incertaine remote pla- 
ces, and that hefeemed to be full of holy fimplicity, 
andihat he told him freely ac onesime, that it was 
never the minde of the father Jgnatiusythat his com: 
pany {hould be reduced to what they.werendw,and ~ 
ithe returned. into the world:he fhould notkhow 
them, being beconiea quite ocher'thing,and fo much 
changed trom what he left them. .: thadir 89! 
How he behaved himfelfe towards the Cardinall 
Santa Seve’ ina protector appearsih this, that héa= 
lone among fo manyithat were imp!byed, went away 
in his good graceand favour}. which was no finall 
matter with a Prelate of his difpofition, who was 
ufed to call thofe that went-according to his byas; 
without contradiction, poore,f{pirited fellows.and 
flatterers,, and thofe that madelively oppofition 
againit him,& {paketheir minde undatintédly; them 
he hated for being too free andinfolent.. Bucabove 
all. he was entred fo far into thegtace of Gardinal 
Cuftagneswho,.was, after Pope;by thename of Urban 
the feaventh, and fucceeded Sixtus Vi that he was 
infinitely pleafed with him, Andis very likethat 
this Prelate ( being of amore then humanemeeke~ 
nicile, of life, moft innocent, and for hiscatriage 
irreprehenfible ) the fimilicude of their difpofitions 
might be the caufe of uniting chdiraffe&tions: The 
father never vifited him, buc by the cheerefullneffe 
of his tace he might difce:me: that hie wifitewabto 
much the more accepted by how. much it wasmore. 
i; qunt. And afterhis going from home, = heals 
waies « ntinued to be his férvant. The hort: tithe 
that he lived in the Pontificate, which was onely 
thirteenedayes, gave noaffurance how his favour. 
would 
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would have continued to the Father after his af- 
fumption to that Throne; for this very opinion 
that he had of rhe Father to bee a fubje& af fo in- 
comparable learning andabilicy (1 have this tefti- 
mony from one that was prefent when the newes 
was brought him of his death) that be faid without 
any thew of alteration; Ideo raptus eff ne malitia mu- 
tame intelle€ium ejus. He had once occafion to goe 
to Naples to fit Prefident as Vicar Generall at the 
Chapters, and to make the Vifitation, where hee 
grew acquainted with that famous wict Gio. Battifta 
Porta ,;who in fome worke of his that came to light 
makes honorable megsion of Padre Paolo as of no 
ordinary perfonage, and particularly of his fpecu- 
lar per{pective. ~ The time of his Office of Progtor 
Generall in Court, happened to be at the beginning 
of the Pontificate of Sixtus the fift, who ( as it is be- 
Jeeved,having been a Fryer,knew niuch of the worth 
of thofe religious perfons that were remarkable,and 
among others having had information of the quali- 
ty of the Father) gave him imployment in congre- 
gations , and- other manages more frequently then 
wasuluall. He was prefent at the difcuifion of that, 
matter: Whether the Dake de Tayeufe being a Ca- 
puchin were difpenfable, and to that purpofe were 
{poken (by thofe that would flatter ) fuch exhor- 
bitances of the untimely power,or rather the ponti- 
feall omnipotency,thatlather Bellarmine being pre- 
fene told the Father in his eare : Thefe are the things 
that have made Germany revolt, and will produceas 
much in France, and other Kingdomes. 

Uipon a time the Pope being in the ftreet in his 
Pitter, called the Father unto him, holding him a 
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ood while in difcourfe, which was nothing elfe 
t Of certeine memorials that were come to his 
hands againft che General! of thattime. This un- 
wonted paflage,and obferv’d by the Court that ufed 
to make obfervations upon all things, was prefently 
divulged abroad how much the Father was in the 
Popes favour ; ‘what would you have more ? The 
vanity had already made him aCardinall. But this 
favour which was neither fought nor defired by him, 
caft him into amoft troublefome perfecution. At 
his going from Venice he had left his friends at the 
Councell, and dire&tions of mater Gabriel Collifon, 
with whom hee had formerly joyned in the taking 
away certaine ill cuftomes, and grievances which 
fome fuperiours had impofed upomothers that were 
weaker then themfelves, and were detefted under the 
odious name of Tyranny. But as it often happens, 
that what we deteft in others, we are ready to jufti- 
fic in our felves, and the nature of Gabriel being (as 
it was afterwards difcerned ) to bee onely a friend 
and lover of his owne intereft : In chofe three peares 
of the Fathers abfence from the Province, hee had 
gotten an abfolute Dominion whereto he hadattai- 
n’d and maintained himfelfe by very great extorti- 
ons ¢ ane Onely impediment was a mighty traverfe 
to him, that the Father was fhortly to returne to Ve- 
nice, to whom he knew fuch praétifes would bee no 
waies pleafing ; and he was out of hope of inclining 
him to thofe courfes of his,becaufe he had had expe- 
rience of his integriry, & that he was not to be cor- 
rupted, He conceived his onely remedy was.to make 
hint a propofition, againft which the wifeft men can 
hardly make a defence(which was) the way of Ho- 
n ors, 








ae 

































esearaacecensneal tift: reesth) Aas 
HARARE TS: TEE a 





































Paul the Venetian. 53 
nours, and therefore to remaine at home. And began 
ferioufly to perfwade him by letters, engaging fome Ay 
of his deare friends to propound it to him: That the ne 
credit which hee had got at Court might make him 
| aWay totheadvancement of his-fortune. The Fa- 
__ ther among other rejeCtions of that Counfell, and J] 
tobe troubled no more with thofe arguments ane | o 
_ fwered him by aletter in cypher ( which was ufuall 
betwixe them ) wherein were words of difcredig Hie 
caft upon the Court,as if dignities were obtained b ve 
ill meanes, and for his part, hee made. fo little ac- 
count of honour fo gotten, that he did rather abho- 
minate it; Matter Gabriel kept the letter, and cy= 
pher, and after three yeares end , that his office was ih 
expired, the Father returned home to his Country, 
_ tohis quietneffe and to his ftudies, but was not able 
| toapprove the extortions which Gabriel had uled 
| in the Province, wherein he was maintained by the 
_ favours of fome Courtiers of the Cardinal Sanéta See 
| verinas Court,who did not favour him gratis neither, 








nig, 


C ic being kept upon very good account ) that the 

Generalfhip, whereunto hee was at laft preferred, 

ftood him an no leffe then 40000 duckets) as there 
| are many that can very well make the computes and 
: tell the particulars, ) all of it being taken out of o- 
_ ther mens purfes, wherein the Fatheralone declaring 
| himfelfe not to approve,and leffe to confent to thofe 
_ courfes of his,they came at laf toa rupture,and ma- 
| nifeft diffention , wherein that hee might prevaile 
| being already crept into f much favourat Court 
| that it was a wonder , and particularly to fee the 
|} Cardinall Prote&tor, who was then chiefe of the ho- 
| ly office of the inquifition,to whom the letter with 
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the Cipher, was prefented, who did not thinke ic fic 


to proceede againit the tather by way ofthe holy 
office( as mafter Gabrie! hoped he would have done) 
yet nevertheleffe he fhewed an implacable indigna- 
tion againfthim. And asthe multitude are ufed:to 
turne on that fide where the winde blows faireft, 
although he had reducthimfelfe to bis quietneffe 
without medling any further with matters of go- 
vernment, becaufe hefawthe difeafe was growne 





incurable: yet nevertheleffe he was much troubled - 


( although not iu his owne perfon) wherein neither 
artnor violence could ever finde the leaft defect 
{ whereupon to attacquehim: ),but in fome of his 
friends who being not exempt from ordinary de- 
fe€ts, were not onely made incapable of degrees and 
honours, buatevery venial finne of theirs was im- 
puted to be amortall vice. And. Santa Severina him- 
{elfeernployed even the authority oftheholy office 
againft them, by meanes fo flrange and ends fo bafe, 
that [ dare not mention what I have heard, for feare 
ft might give the world too great a fcandall; In 
which way of profequution thisis all the remedy 
that can behad, that fuch as are fo narrowly in 


quifited may in their recourfe to Rome with their 


commiffions finde Juftice. 


Among the fathers great difturbances ( whireof 


wee {hall have occafion to fpeake hereafter ) this 


was one. There was one Fryer Fulican old confeffor, | 


who being ofan irreprehenfible life, had much con- | 


courle to him to confefion: witha notable emolu- 
ment of almes. ! 


This man from the firft entrance of Frydr:Paul | 


into Religion ( ‘having beene his mothers ,confef- 
for) 
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Paul the Venetian 29 
for ) undertooke to keepe him fo far as belong’d co 
his clothing 5 ,and:the.expence of his journeyes and 
bookes; becaufe the father to the-very laft of his lit | 
would never have more then one , fimple garment, fo i; 
that if he had fallen into the river he muit have kepe | 
his bed till that -had beene dryed againe. He never 
had any ornament of chamber;and {0 he hath conti- La 
nued till the expiration of hisfoule , his moveables 
being onely a. portable quadrant of Chriit in the 
garden , acrucifix with a naturall deaths head at 
the foot, as.his peculiar looking.glaffe, and three 
houre glafics of fand to. take mea{ure of his time. 

He never had of money more then was neceflary for i 
adayesule. And this Fryer Fulio,till he was fo old i. 
that he began to lofe the vigour of his intelle&ualls, i 
| Kept him meanly clothedandonely according to iE 
| neceflity. The Monaftery alwaies fupplying him, 
| with what was neceffary and conyenient tor his i 
| garments , and other neceffarieexpences. In fine, ut 
| the father was never put to provide for him felte 
: - while he was under the care of this good old man. 








































it isnot to be doubied that the tranquillity of the 
mind hatha principall foundation in the internall 
parte, in a profound knowledge of divine and hu- 
manethings, without which every externall thing 
is infufficient and vaine , becaufe a man that is once 
dejeted, cannot be fuftayned nor held up by any of 
thofe things. Although it cannot be denied but that 
externall helps may adde fomething to quietneffe. 
Now to difturbe the father in the contentment 
| which he had ( without wearinefle ) in thofe poore | 
mentioned neceflaries, and feeing thatasa iquare Ry 
figure is immoycable in every pasturestg they apply- | 
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ed themfelves to an experiment, ‘whether in the 
perfon of this nurfing father of his he had any fenfe, 
and by divelifh informations they firftmoved the 
Patriarch Priuli to deprive him ofhis faculty of con- 
fefling,, thereby to fhorten the father ofhis wonted, 
but poore, and yet /atisfactory allowance. 

And this courfe they held, that the Patriarch be- 
ing entredinto fome pretences with the Hermits of 
St. Hermagora, who by their perpetual] retiredneffe, 
or rather imprifoning themfelves, were found to be 
in fucha reputation ofholineffe, that they needed 
no other defence, They gave that Prelate to under- 
ftand, that Fra. Fulio who had beene confeffor, and 
minifter of the holy maffe and communion to them 
for many yeares , \wasthe man that went about to 
excite fuchas were devotedtohim; and othersof 
t1eprime nobility to oppofe themfelves againft him; 
And it went fo far chat the bufinefle wasreprefen- 
ted at Rome asa difobedience, and from the Pro- 
teCtors Court, wherethey held intelligence , they 
produced a letter that ferved totheir purpofe, and 
fothey tooke awayFra. Fulio, and {ent him out of 
the dominions ( as far as Bologna ) after he had 
dwelt at Venice in high efteeme ofhonefty, above 
five yeares. Charity towards the pooreman made 
padre Pao‘o takea journey to Rome,where he folici- | 
ted and obteyned the returne of his innocent father 
againe to Venice ,whither he himfelfe alfo returned 
fhortly after his wonted ftudy, and exercife. 

Wee are not toconcurre in opinion with fome 
Philofoph rs,that our fenfitive and mental] faculties 
are pure and meere poffibilities, becaufe, holding 
that opinion it would not follow what fortune 
were 
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were agood encounter , either to havea better ora | 
worfe complexion, or temperamene of nature. And vd) 
itis moft certaine, that che temperamentand coms | 
lexion have a great part in the habilicies or inhabi. | 
Fite ofmen. The father hadhisfenfes the mof | 
fubrile and of the greateft vivacity chat were poffible 
to be foundin any, efpecially his eye being ofa moft ae 
quick and fharpe fight. His tafte moft perfe&, where- 
by he wasable to difcerne things that were almoft 
infenfible. But in compounded meates it wasa 
wonder how quickly he was able to diftinguith ei- 
ther the benefit or the danger, difcerning infalli- 
bly the onefrom the other, whereof when there was : 
_ occafion; and that he knew by certaine evidence, me 
| andreafons, that it concerned him to havea care 
to prevent poyfoning;he would not onely not feeme 
to have the leaft diflike or fuspition of any thing, RY 
 asonethat knew by proofe, that thofe are mira- 1 
| culoufly preferved that are in Gods protection, but i 
| befides for as much as might concerne humane pru- +o 
_ derce, he held himfelfe fecure,thatin his meate the it 
: 


exquifiteneffe of his fenfe,would give him notice,& 
 inhis drinke,where the greateft danger lay, he held 
' amore watchfull care. This exquifitenes or paffibi- 
_ lity of fenfes refle&ted upon his minde as by confe- 
quence,whereby it was a thing to be admired, that 
_ every thing tooke impreffion, and ftucke with him 
| fo tenacioufly; whenhe entred into any place or 
 roome, all the images or formes of the leaft things 
| he carried away imprinted in his memory: and up- 
| onoccafion his friends would aske him how it was 
| poflible he could take notice of fuch pretty things. 
| If he read abooke (and he ufed to read all of an 
palit, 
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account }ehat came forth, he knew all,and could re- 
member thevery leafe where he had obferved any 
thing though of very little moment But with me ic 
happens otherwile, when in bookes tcaanot finde, 
or elfe go fearching:for what Lknow. and man 





times | skip ic over ,, at leaitina kinde offiudy, | 


which they call Studium wagun, a wand ing ftudy. 
But inhim nofuch diftinGion was knowne >. with 
whom every thing was fixt. And trething of grea~ 
teft wonder was, that all impreffionbeing {0 eafie 
with him, the cancelling or loffe of it a8 dificult. 
And with thefe excellencies he had fo much humi- 
lity, that he would grant it no otherwife to any that 
prayed him for that perfe&tion, thento tell them 
that they praifed him fora great imperteCtion , and 
for an excellent weaknefle: whichin all other things 
was prejudiciall to him, for he would ferioully af- 
firme, that he employed no greate care in his rea- 
ding or other obfervations, but that his great pafli- 

bility, and imperfection was the reafon of his re- 
tention. And to thofe that argued it to bea perfeci- 

on,becaufe the retentive was fo eafieand flable , he 

would reply, that it fhewed a weaknefle, anda 
greater paffibility, becaufe not onely the object in 
him was mooving, and confequently inferred paffi- 
on; but,every litcle relique, and Idea of the objet, 
continued it. 

But this probleme we leave to others to difpute 
of. From hence, and from his perpetuall ftudy, 
(wherein both before and after hee had laid down 
Magiftracy) he had fo plunged himfelfe; I beleeve 
his exquifite knowledge was rayfed. 

It it was an admirable thing that he did not only 

underftand 
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underfiand the Canonicalllawes, and decrees, -but 
that hee knew the times when every Canon was 
made,the fountaines from whence they were drawn, 
& che caufe which had moved the making of them,In 
the matter of Benefices which is fo intricate, {o vari- 
ous, and fo many relations, he knew all! the reafons 
controverted, the progreffes, changes, and alterati- 
ons,.But with this Theorie, he brought from home 
with himall the prattife of fo many congregations 
and tribunalls asarethere, with their prefidents 
and their proceedings. . And which is yet more 
ftrange; hee had as it were painted in his memory 
the places, fituations, the figures, the ftatutes, and 
whatfoever he had atany time feeneremain’d as im- 
printed withbim. But howfoever from this either 
paflibility or. imperfe€tion of temperature (as.hee 
called it).or fublimity orfelicity of underftanding 
as others efteemed it ; (and not from any fiudy ot 
Phyfiognomy that hee was ever knowne to. make, ) 
there was bred inhim that great knowledge which 
hehadof perfons 5 In which Kinde of knowledge I 
cannot truly finde in all courte of ime, that there 

js mention made of any that knew fo much as hee. 
And itt thould tell you the particular fucceffes ( as 

many times from beholding but the faces of men) 

but moti of all from one fingle conference or dil- 

courfe, (as if they had had the litle window in 

their breaft which Momus fo much defired) how far 

he could penetrate intothe nature, the cuiftomes,the 

inclinations, and carriages ofmen, |! fhould be 

affraid that with puretruth I fhould take away the 

credit of what I write. But this neceffity of obfer- 

ving thixesfo minutely ( though either he were 

not 
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not willing, or cared not much forit) yetin 
length of time it had reduced him to fuch a fubtilty 
of judgment,that even in the religon & among the 
Fryers themfelves there grew a report ( which fince — 
Malevolent people have augmented in his latter 
yeares, )thathehad a familiar fpiric. A vanity 
which hath noneed of confutation. From this roote 
{prung that marvellous way of treating with all 
forts of perfonsto their fatisfactions,becaufe hecould 
immediatly penetrate the nature,the inclination,the 
defignes, nay like a perfect Mufitian make his judg- 
ment of the inftrument by the firftrouch: fo by ma- 
king men fpeake, he knew their ends, their inte- 
refts, their drift, their refolutions upon bufineffe, | 
and with moft admirable quicknefle , the very an- 
{wers that they could make; And he regulated him- 
felfe fo in all his progenies » that having treated 
with him of all qualities of perfons, of Princes , of 
fubje&s great and meane ones, feldomie any man 
Jefchim without admiration, but both by confent 
and conceipt it was the teftimonie ofall that father 
Payl was an eminent perfonage. From this foun- 
taine flowed that quickneffe of knowing immediat- 
ly what anfwer to maketo all perfons in al matters 
that were propounded tohim. Whereof I would 
bring you fome proofes if fo many hundreds, and 
thoufands of perfons yet alive, had not feene the ex- 
Sa (and asI may fay) not in a few but in all 
things. 

In hiftories both facred, and profane he ravitht 
men into admiration of his anfwers, by the very 
places, the times and occafions, and precife acts, 
as it his fancy had beene the very fcene where he 
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had feene them aéted. There have happened to come 
to Venice in our daies divers Virtuofi in feverall pro- 
feffions.One from beyond the mountaines (who had 
| made exquifite ftudy in the properties of the load- 
| ftone, believing ) and with very good reafon ( that - 
| he kriew as much as any other ) was admitted to con- 
fer with the father , and finding that he could not 
_alledgeneither {peculation nor experiment, where- 
in the father was not as knowing, and much more 
| then he both in his reafons , and the fabricke of his 
| inftruments, he became fo much amaz’d that he had 
| forgotten where he was. The moft rare inventions 
| of inftruments, engines for meafures » for weights, 
'for horologies, for mathematicall and military u- 
ifes, and for all purpofes were brought to him to 
fee, and thereof to give his opinion, athing tobe 
admired, how asithe had underftood nothing bus 
ithe Mechaniques, he would prefently comprehend 
the defigne, and give judgment whether it would 
ferve tor the thing it wasintended for; ornot, with 
the meanes howto better it, how to facilitate, and 
make another like it, with what oppofitions or de- 
fe&ts. But they fay more of him, thofe that brought 
him inftruments to ifee with what facility he 
told them what they were made for; faying. This 
inftrament isto take a {cituation > OF tomeafure ag 
voyage, or to lift a great weight , orto know how 
to returne to unknowne places by the fame Wa 
they came. The particulars would make a volume. 
Signor Alfonfo Antomini a Cavaglier of the moft fub- 
lime vertues moral], civill , politique and military 
that can any way render a gentleman amiable; after 
he had beene in Germany and Flanders to feethe 
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warres, ‘and fo likewife with obfervation in others 
as with exercife of his owne perfon , ‘and efpecially 
of his wic in obferving all chings, was raifed to fuch 
adegree of military knowledge as very few have ar- 
rivedto, and was:called back by the’moft ferene 
Republique of Venice, to doe them fome fervice 
concerning the commotions that were then ia Tialy. 










But thofe being fallen into a condition which 
might rather be called sumors of warre then open 
warr, and not obtayning a libertie to depart'te— 
any place of reall wares,gave himfelf'to.a remeditati-_ 
on of what he had formerly obfervedjefpecially the - 


orders.of thePrince Maxrice ‘of Oranges;and withal to 


fe what Plobyxs& fomse Gther authors,-wherein he | 


might know the ordersjotthe ancient Romane mili- 


tia , and of other people, | and upon this occafion — 


wrotea booke howaprefent militia miighe be ma- 
naged, Buthaving conceived in this mindethe inven= 
es; “he,| 


in 





tions of many imllruments.and military eng 
was defirous to goetoTenice, to have conterence 


with thefather, andtoiayparthis thoughts; and | 
and receive his gudgmentitherein,, and being accis | 


dentally fallen'upon ‘the fubje& of glaffes and per- 
ipe&tives,in which fludy Antonini had Tately era~ 


ployedhis,wiets, the father did not-onely difconrie 


wich him ex emprovifo upon ‘the*fabrick ‘of many 
fortsiof glaiies and of their effetis, which feemed to 
to-have:fome thing »miraculous’, ‘buc prefently‘ta- 


king pen.and paper gave him’the figures in fornte | 


with their demonttrative reafons, asifhehad conie 
newly fronrfladyingoHalezenjor Vitellio, and others 
of chac-profeflion, -althaugh ‘he was ableto give a 


trneaccount , ithat a¢qwas above forcie yeares fince 


he 
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he had beene verft in any ot thofe ‘authors. 
But to retuine to my difesurfe > he beingcome 
from Rome to his reft,and to his ftudies,returned al- 
fo to his vertuous converfations, and all thetime 
that he could {pare from divine offices » ( wherein 
he was alwayes conftant, ‘when not hindred by 
publique imployment ) and never omitting his pri. 
-vate devotions, he {pent at hisbooke, About that 
timehe wrotefomeof his owne conceipts,naturall 
phyficall, and Mathematica! l,which when he tooke 
| a review ofafterwards,he mace no accountof. > and 
} Was Wont to fay. Oh {what childi(hy things patt 
| throughmy minde? And Jam very certaine,that if 
they had beene feene by learned men, . they would 
} not havedeem’d them chiidith. His quietneffe then 
begun to be a little diftraéted by an accident that 
happened in religion. Icwasa commonrexpe&ation 
inthe religion that a Milane(e;who was thought to 
# deferve well thould be made generall'; But the 
great Dukeof Yo/cany oppoted it, and by hispower 
at Rome caufod a Bologni/e borne at Badii-vo be crea 
} ted yGenerai! ;who wasa reader jn Pijaiot the Ma- 
thematiqiies: This was a’tnan of ercar learning and 
| £oodnetie, but notablefo! for govermmentas’ was 
j Beediull, co fuftaine fach .a charge intimes of fo 
Great tabtionsand difcontent. And very thortly af- 
terthere flew {uch memorialls and advertifements 
} 0 Rome concerning his fimplicity, and thecrime of 
Phiscompanions, which were alllaid’to his charge, 
jthac favour failing him’ by’ the’ death’ ofthe great 
} Duke Francefoo which happened 1587. Sixtus Vand 
the (ardinall Santa Severina Prote&tor ‘concurring 
both in ‘one minde,. which was not to a 
that 
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46 The Life of Father 
that man in hisoffice of General! ( becaufe he was 
inclined another way) refolved that his caufe fhould 
come to"examination. And after a long time of ftri- 
ving about the deputation of Judges by the Cardinal 
Santa Severina becaufe the religion was then in 
fa&ions , and what one man propofed another res 
fufed, at Jaftthe Pope who had taken knowledge 
of Padre Paolo, undertooke to determine the contro- 
verfie, and commanded him to goethither to un- 
derftand the bufinefle. So he was appointed to goe 
to Bologna wherehe continued many monthes in 
the treaty,of that troublefome caufe. Becaufe the 
Generall having obtained that advertifement of the 
proceedings, fhould be given from time to the Au- 
ditor of del-Torrone there being alfo before him at 
that time fomeCrimininall caufes of of importance 
and it was'in the publique prifon they fate;where- 
they fell often into differences cof whatwas fit to 
bedone. For fatisfattion whereof it had beene nee: 
ceflary to write, and to expect refolutions from 
Rome. .And it was well worth obferving, that in all 
the controverted Points the opinion of the father . 
wasever approved of, notwichftanding the Audi- 
tors themfelves ufe to be the moft confummate and 
and abfolute men. in matters of judicature. But the’ 
proceffe and thec.aufe were both determined by the 
death of the Generall, although fome fentences 
which the father had given againft fome of the Fry- 
ers, ftood unrepealed. 

The father being come back to Venice, refumed 
the courfeof his former ftudies, and of his retired- 
neffe from bufineffelfrequenting his accuftomed ver- 
tuous converfations, and the refort that was to the. 


houfe of fignor Andrea Morefim :( whom we name 
before ) 

















TELNET RRE AUGER AREER) SER aa 








































Paul the Venetian. 49 


a a 
before ) being growne very numerous, and frequent 
becaufe there came thither a great part of fuch aS 
profeft learning, and not onely of the nobility 
whereof fome fubje&s are fince rifen to be great Se- q 
natois, and like ftarres in the firmament of che moft 
ferene Common-wealth for goodneffe, Religion ie 
Jearning and civill prudence; but there were like= fe 
wile admitted into that meeting, all forts of virtuo/i, ! ; 
as well feculars as religious, befide the moft eminent | 
perfons of learning that were then met at Venice, of 
in Italy or of any othernation that did not faile to 
be prefent in that place, asin one of the moft cele- 
brated conventions that had ever beene confecrate 
tothe Mujfes. In my lifel have not {eene more ver- a 
tuous exercifes , and! with it had pleafed God that 
as the vertues of thofe two Andria and Nicole the un- 
cles( which difcended by inheritance unto their 
nephews) fo there might have beenein Venice fuch . 
another meeting, where there weremet at fome= i 
times five and twentie or thirtie men of rare en- 
dowments. At this meeting the ceremony (which isa 
thing fo muclt affe&ed in our times and fo fuperflu= 
ous ) had no countenance which tries the braines 
of the wifer fort,& vainely {pends {fo much time in an 
an artificiall kind of lying ,chat fignifies nothing be- 
caufe ic fignifies fo much, buta civill and free confi» 
dence wasonely thereinufe. It was allowed every 
man to make his difcourfe of whatfoever pleafed him 
beft, without reftri&tion of paling from one fubj ect 
to another, provided it were alwaies of new matter, 
and the end of their difputation was for nothing elfe 

| but to finde out truth. But the felicitie of our fa- 

| ther wasrare, whoupon any fubject that was pros 
i pounded 
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pounded didnot onely difcourfe without premedia 

tation; bur made no difference of {uftaining’ or im= 

pugning any propofition ina icholaftique way, 

All which he did with fo much facilitie that it rai- 

feda wonder inall men. And afterwards in his ri- 

per age, when he was put in minde of thofe exerci 

fes,he would fimile at them as at puerilities. At this 
time the civil warrs in France flam’do ut, and the fa- 
ther was pleas’d to heare {uch as could difcourfe of 
them. And that pleafure continued with him to 
his lives endjto heare and underftand any thing of 
the ftate of the world, and how things were carried, 
‘This was a generall Idea with him,wherein he fel- 
dome failed in his judgment, if any newes that were 
{predd abroad, was either true or falfe, thatupon 
things prefent he would fettle a judgment with fo 
‘much prudence in relation to what fucceeded, that 
it made men wonder and feeke after his opinion, as 
if ichad beene a prognoftication. And for as much 
as. at the golden fhip in the merchants {treet there u- 


edt meete a fort of gallant and vertuous gentle- 


men to recount their Intelligences, one with ano 
ther; among which the good Perrot a frenchman, 
‘(whom for his candour and civility, befides his 
firmeneffe in religion, they called the true Ifraelice, 
alluding to that Saying of our faviour. Hic eft verus 
Vraelita in quo. dolus non eft) thither alfo came Mer- 


‘chants that were ftrangers,and {uch ashad not onely 


‘beene over all Exrope, but in the eaft and ‘welt Indies, 
and the father among others found meanes to be 
among them. And asin that minde ofhis every lic- 
tle thing tooke impreflion-, fo he had likewifean 
admirable dixterity to make other men enter intd 
difcourfe. Himfelfe 
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Himfelte was in all his life timeof very few 
words, but pithy and fententionus, acute without 
icofiing , ye he tooke great pleafureto make men 
{peakeand with a dexceri ty, like Socrates delighted 
to make difcovery ofthe abilities that were in o- 
thers. And thishe called, to make them deliver 
themftlves, ortohelpethem to bring forth. And 
the dexteritie arofe, not onely from being verft,but 
confummate, and made up in all forts of learning, 
becaufe he was ableto follow every one, in his own 
element. Phyfitians in medicine , and Mathematiz 
cians inthe Mathcmatiques, and fo in all other 
things, And upon what fubje& the difcourfe fell, he 
thac knew him not very well;went away perfwaded 
thacthat. fubje& was his principall profeflion and 
mafter piece. And when he.met with any perfon 
that was eminent in any art or{cience, he would 
take occafion to aske him queftions with an inex 
plicable mildeneffe, till he hadidrawne out ofhim 





what was poffible co knowe , without fhew= 


ing any importunity or troublefome curiofitie. But 


this greateft pleafure was to difcourfe with thofe that 


had beene abroad,& would give him a true relation 


of countryes, of cuftomes, of people,& of religions , 


, 
| 
{ 


cha 
pr 


ping himfelfe alfo had an exoreame defireof peére- 
nation, Signor Bernardo Sichini patron of the 


 fhop, where they ufed to mecte, had among others 
_afonne'( that yet lives) of a wicfar above thepro- 


feffion that he followes, both becaufle he Hadoftudi- 
ed at Lovaine, and befides, nature is not fo malig- 
nant, and parciall as fhe isacculed to be,but produ- 


| ceth many time in perfons ofmeane fortune, wits 


1 


that areof a great eminence and capacity, With this 
5 2 man, 
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man, the fatherentred a great familiarictie, which 
continued betwixtthem till death. And in this he 
feldome failed, when he met with any man,that had 
knowledge or prattife in forraine countryesto dif~ 
courfe at larg with him.T hus much | obferve by the 
way, that the fathersacquaintance in this place be- 
gan in 1586. about one and twenty yeares before 
the differences fell out becwixt the moft excellent 
common-wealth of Venice, and Paul V. after which 
there Were invented fo many calumnies, and falfi- 
ties which drew a prejudice to the Merchant, in his 
trading. And thereupon he begunne to withdraw 
himfelte from that company. But Signor Alnife 
‘would never give his confent , preferring the famis 
liarity ofthe father, before all or any detriment, 
that could befall him. This was the time wherein 
the father had the greateft happineffe and the moft 
quiet enjoyments of his life. Becaufe although he 
had three great infirmities which were bred toge- 
ther in him, and with which-he made account to be 
accompanied to his grave. The flux from hisliver, 
the falling downe of tie firaite gut,and a periodicall 
or intermittent headach, befide the trouble of the 
Hemiorroyes, all which were by him fupported 
wich fo much cheerefullnefle, and{ferenity ofheart 
asif he had beene the foundeft man in the whole 
world, and he reputed them: divine favours and na- 
turall admonitions of the diflodging, which he be- 
lieved his foule muft ere long make out ofher 
earthly manfion for: any thing elfe it may be faid 








. that he thought himfelfe to be ina garden of de~ 


lights, and co tread upon rofes. Becaufe for matter 
of want he knew none,having no defire of an thing, 
| being 
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being moft rich in his povertie, without ns0¢eY 
without induftry how to advanceany ; without 
thoughtfullneffe, having left al hiscares to father Gi- 
ulio & without books( except fuch as were daily fup- 
plyed him by his great friends,which he had read all 
over,and had made in his underftanding the greatelt 
library thatany Prince in the world had, befide the 
unfurnifht nakedneffe of his chamber, with che flen- Vi 
derneffe of his diet, which was fent him from the | 
Monaftery , being to him moft plentiful. All his 
life was onely employed in three things; the fervice 
of God; the time which he fpent in his ftudy and in 
converfations. In this courfe he was conftant, never 
failing to be prefent at divine offices. To his ftudyatf. ‘4 
ter his private devotions he dedicated rhe morning t 
which he begun alwaies before fun rifing,but for hie 
the moft part, he prevented themorning, untill the | 
houre of common fervice. The afternoone time was - RY 
divided either into operations by his ownehand, : 
and tran{mutationsand fublimations and fuch like, i 
or into converfations with his friends that were 1 
learned , and other famous perfons in Venice or elfe 
ftrangers that reforted thither. 

The ordinary place oftheir meeting in Venice 
was at thefhop of Sechim. And in Padua whither | 
they often tranfported themfelves, was the houfe of if 
Vicenzo Pinelliswhich was the receptacle of the Mu- ! 
fes, andan Academy of all the vertues in thofe 
time.sAnd what an eftimation Signor Pinelli had of 
the father the fucceffe (hall fhew , whereof there are 
yet living teftimonies which I know by name. The 
good Ajilinco the french man before named,and the 
Signor Sechim. In the company of Signor Pinelli was 
oftentimes M.njicur Perrot a Frenchman, worthy 
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cA The Life of Father 
of eternal! fame for integrity,and the Signor Marme 
Ghetaldt a moft principall gentleman of Ragoufe, 
whom I believe to be {till alive, knowne of me both 
at Rome and at Venice, an Angell iv his behaviour, 
and adevill ( Tunderftand this name onely in{ci-: 
ence )in the Mathematiques, His Apelomus redivivus, 
and other workes of his that are in print can eafily 
teftifie, that hehath either none or very few equals: 
The father coming by accident to vifite Pinelli,who 
at that time was prickt with @ naile of the gout, 
and yet made a great fhifttogoe forth to receive 
him, as he did after, when he went away to beare 
him company; where at fome'that were prefent,ma~ 
Kingit a wonder tofee fo much honor done’ to ‘a 
Frier.Ghetaldi defir'd to know who that man was,to 
whom {uch an extraordinary refpe&was expreft. To 
whom Pinelli madeanfwer ( I relate it'in his owne 
words ) if Miracolo de quefto {ecolos and Ghetaldi'de- 
manding farther in what profeflion, Pinelli an~ 
{wered him; In whatfoever you pleafe. And obfer- 
ving him to be entred into fome admiration. \ He 
added futher; Signor, I know-your excellency in 
the Mathematiques, letus make fome tryall of him, 
IJe invite him with you ‘to morrow todinner,be 
you in a readinefle with fome propofition offuch a 
icience, as you think may ferve fora touchftone of 
tryall ; and in the meane time ftudy tobe well pro= 
vided, and fo you may be fatisfied concerning his a= 
bilitie. ] will bethe proponent , and will feemeto 
underftand nothing ot you, till weecometo the 
wafhing of our hands, and accordingly the bufines 
was carried. I could not attaineto know the par- 
ticular probleme or Theoreme, nor whacit was 
that 
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Paul the. Venetian 58 
that Ghetaldi brought’ into the field, but I am af- 
fur’d that atthe diicourfe of the father ; he was fo 
muchafioni{ht and confus’'d , that he confeft, he 
fhould never have believed , a man could have |: 
knownefo much in any profeflion ; whereupon he ne 
defired tobecome hisintimate friend, and to confer 
all bis inventions with him, and fo much of the Ma- 
thematiques as he hath fince confecrated to immor- 
tality. And Jikewife the good Perrottooke an af- 
feftion to him, which continued till he paft toa 
better life: which he willing to teftifie in his laft 
fickneffe, left him by his will his filverEwre, with 
which he ufed to power water upon hishands. But 
the time wasnow come, when the pureneffe of the 
gold fhouldbetiied by therouchftone.. It pleated 4 
God, who guidesthofe that are his , by toylefome ht 
wayes,that now he fhould be drawine out of che has i 
venof his reft, intothetempeftuous feas of new 1 
troubles, which happened in this manner. f 
The favour of the Cardinal! Santa Severina( Pros 
tector of the order of che Servi)had atthe inftance of iT 
the Cardinall of Medici (who was aiterward Leo the | 
10. & of Ferdinand great Duke of Ta{cany) prefented 
to beGeneral,one matter Lelio Baglioni a Florentine,a 
man truely ofa great vivacity,being bold & learned, 
and more then all chat, of an unblameable carriage, 
and when hepreferred him to that dignitie, he dif- 
covered his intention to him, defiring him to coo- 
perate wich him, that when he had finifhed his 
courfein the office, mafter Gabriel might be his {uce 
ceffor in the place. The gencrall ( asic is ufuall with 
all that obtaine {uch a dignity )to have two ends 
the one to, continue in the chargeas long as they 
: E 4 can 
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“an, and when they are neceflitated to leave it > to 
make a fucceffor or offer their owne choice ) re- 
ceivesthe Cardinals declaration ofhimfelfe into fe- 
tious confideration , although fecretly he was re- 
folv’d to traverfe it by all the meanes he could pofli- 
bly. And becaufe the ordinary ones were too little 
purpole, as tofay that he was a fubje& without ver- 
tue, without merit, without any tearning,fince the 
continuall prefents and bribes , that Gabriel gave in 
the Cardinalls Court, and the favour with his ne- 
phew Paulus Emilias,and with the Cardinal himfelfe 
did prefently difperfe thofe thinne clouds likea 
North rn winde, and'were fo far from not fuftayn- 
ing him,that they were more liketo have Canoniz’d 
him; He tooke another courfe which was more vio- 
Jent, to make it knowne in Court to the congrega- 
tion of reformation which was over the Regulars, 
and tothe Pope himfelfe, that mafter Gabriel was a 
vicious and facinorous man, culpable of great 
crimes. And he went yet further to divulge it a- 
broadc in the Court, that whatfoever profit he could 





raife in ji {pies, in any lawes pi tance in. | 
e 


foliciting caufes, or any thing clfethat was repre- 
henfible in another and much more ina man of Re- 
ligion, that pretended to a Generallfhip, the pro- 
fits of which. praétife: were all brought home to the 
Prote&tors Court. This divided the poore religion 
of the Servi into rwo faétions , the heads of which 
Were, on the one fide mafter Gabriel among the fry 
ers, and the Cardinal] abroade; who being impru- 
dently interefled( by Lelius ) carried himfelfe with 
more paflion, then any of the Fryers; and ofthe o- 


ther fidethe Generall with his abbettors, who nae 
ted 
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ted not his feconds, being like quickfilver, and ne- 
ver gre to publifh all occurrents, as well inthe 
Courts of the Cardinalls, as of the Pope himfelfe: 
amplifying the extorfions that werebrought into 
the Cardinalls Court; and in particular complay- 
ning, that the Prote&tor \had taken all the authori- 
ty foi the Generall , to the end that favour and 
Juftice might onely be expected from mafter Gabri- 
el, who made them venal! to furnifh the Court with 
prefents. A thing that made the Cardinall ftarke 
madde, by reafon ofanhumour then raging under 
Clement the eighth who had made fo many bulls 
Contra munerum largitiones, which isa mifchiefe in 
Court like judicial aftrologie, whereof Tacitus faith, 
Semper vetabitur ¢& femper retinebitur ( Factions in 
Religions being a difeafe of humanity, are not fo 
eafily fhakt off by entring into Cloifters, but that it 

happens many times, that under the titles of frater- 
nities , many mifchiefes are concealed. ) The Bian- 
chi and Neri,the Guelphes and Gibelines had not been 
fo fierce againfteach other, but that by aneceflity 
they were linktfo neere together in their Citties,in 
their houfes,& in the fame geniall beds. And tamong 
the Regulars they have got a cuftome ( which was 
ufedin Sparta ) that both parts firft make warrea- 
gainft theirneutralls. The innocent father had 
enjoyed avertuous quietneffe; and had oppofed 
thefe differences as long ashe was able, but it was 
neceflary for him now to declare himfelfe of one 
fide. And being no longer with his honour, and by 
his former declarations, to approve of the extorfi- 

ons and rapines which mafter Gabriel had ufed to 
{upply his bribesat Rome, became prefently united 
um in 
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in intereft with the Generall; And although ic were 
his chiefe defire, either to have have {weetned the 
bitterneffe, or reduc’t things to civill termes, which 
in order of Religion are faid to be done by votes, 
& fuffrages : yet he could never bring th at to paffe. 
For now mafter Gabriel refolved to accufe him of 
criminalities, makingit a matter againft him in the 
Inguifition at Rome, that he had held commerce 
with the Hebrewes, and tofomenttheqjuarrel] the 
more, he drew out the letter ( which wee told you 
of before, ) with the counter cypher, and ftirred up 
anephew ofhisat Veniceto doe as much . againtt 
him there as was done at Rome , making this 
his ground, that they beingonatime upon dif- 
courfe of compounding differences, the nephew 
fhould make anfwer that he believed the faction 
of his uncles part was much the fuperiour, becaufe 
at their Chapter they had an expectation to be in+ 
{pired by the holy Ghoft;and that thereupon the fa- 
ther fhonld replie, that it was fitter to operate by 
humane meanes upon this Maeftre Santo( forfo was 
he called >) accufed him to the holy office at Venice, 
that he had denied theaffiftance of the holy ghoft. 
But that Tribunal! having examined tefi- 
monies that were prefent at the treaty,thought it no 
Juftice , fo much as to call the father to his anfwer, 
but extinguifht the a&ion without {peaking a word 
more of it.But at Rome that point ofthe leeter with 
the Cypher brought the father into a very ill opini- 
on, that he was an enemy to theirgreatnefle, but 
in fecret, they neither durft nor could tell, howto. 
frameany thing againft .him upon judgment of reli- 
gion.! have heard fome fay at faundry times, I know 
not 
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not whether I fhould cal him:ignorant or malignant, 
that reprefenced, it as an irrefragable argument 
againft the integrity ofthe father, that he had beene 
thrice denounced to the holy office of the Inguifiti- 
on; in his youth by Mafter Claudio da Piacenza, and 
in his riper ageby mafter Gabriel, for that letter in 
Cypher againft the Coure, and this laft time by Ma- 
eftro Santo hisnephew:as ifto be denounced were.fo 
| great amarke upon him.And truly,if the doénine of 
faith or religion had beene in queftion, it had beene 
capable of no excufe. But tothis oppofition, and to 
thefe men that confider not fo much the end of 
judgment as the beginning of a trouble; . Let them 
| taketheir anfwer from Padre Maffeo a Jefuit, who 
tells usin the life of Father Ignatins(now canonized 
forafaint ) that he was nine times put into the in- 
guifition, ( if] erre notin the number ) but with 
this difference, that the Saint was called, examined 
and abfolyed, and this. father of oursthree onely 
| times, butnever called nor examined, And then leg 
’em tell me, what ftrength isin that argament.of 
theirs thatit fhould follow , either that the-father 
was not right, or that the Magiftrate was not jutt in 
receiving {uch accufations. But concerning bis com- 
munication with heretiques, although nothing was 
proved, yet ittooke avery great impreflionin Cle- 
ment the eight, who remembred it jae hima 
good while after. Info much thatthe father being 
propofed to jthe Bifhoprickej of Neva, _althoug 
the Pope confeft him to beaman oflearning, and 
of great capacity, yet he added that he deferved no 
preferment from the Church, for the practifes 
| that he hadhld with heretiques, All which had Ae 
other 
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other foundation but this, that theCitty of Venice 
being fo great, thatitdrew fromall parts of the 
world, no tonely by reafon of the bufineffe of Mer- 
chandice, but alfofuch men as have any relifh of 
things that are curious , and fitfor admirati- 
on. 

And the father being there at that time in a re- 
putation of oneof the moft learned men in the 
world,the profeffors of {ciences that came not onely 
from Italy, but from other regions, and chiefely 
the preater perfonages,that efteemed ita thing wor- 
thy of their travell, to fee and hold difcourfe in 
matter of learning, with one that in all profeffions, 
was not only able to give them fatisfa&tion, butto 
fend them away with wonder, & hethat knew not 
onely termes of humanity and civility, bue the moft 
ftri& Canonicali rules oblige not to avoid the 
company ofany , except he be by name and indivi- 
dually condemned by the Church; He without any 
further fcruple thought alliorts of ftrangers wor- 
thy of his vertuous converfation, Sometimes he 
came into company by command, as when A/oun- 
fleur D’eureux ri eaecen Cardinall Peron came to Ro. 
where he had the firft time unfuccesfully treated the 
reconciliation of Henry the fourth , and Perron 
pafling by Venice, there were deputed to beare him 
company, the moft illuftrious Linigi Lollino, after 
Bifhiop Bellaue, Peerleffe in humanity and the Greeke 
tongue, and the father alfo {pent many dayes with 
him,and ‘almoft alwaies in difcourfe either ‘of ftate 
matters or of learning. And this great braine of 
whom. it is reported that he fhould fay that in 


Italy itis well knowne thatin Padova in the houfe 
of 
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of Vincenzo Pinelli and upon other occafions he 


_ found few perfons of notable learning he celebrated 





che father for atranfcendent wit. And it was upon 
the fame occafion that Lollino, and the father, fall- 


| ing into commendation of the great knowledge of 
| that Prelate, and his extreame wifdome in difpu- 


ting, and confounding thofe whom hedifputed 


with , ¢fpecially in religion, he told them againe 
| in modeft language , that hehad not onely found 


the Hugonets it France without learning or know- 
ledge efpecially in the old fathers in councels and 


| Hiftorians, but hehad likewife found them Cho- 
| lericke andimpatient; whereupon befides matter of 


do&trine, whenfoever he difputed with any of them, 


| his chiefe ayme was by fome picquant words or ar- 
| guteneffe to put them into choler (and that being 


done,he was affured to carry the victory. And truly 
that elevated {pirit of his had that naturall aptitude 


and inclination ( obferving alwaies in his difputa- 
 tionsabout religions tenents that are in print ) an 


argute mannerof difputing and extreamely provo- 
cative. Occafions of this kinde were very frequent. 
But paffion, and ignorance ( which in this age have 


| rendred Religion like the Dye of fa&tions, and the 


defire of envious people to give intelligence at 
Rome thereby to appeare more zealous then other 
men. So fooneas they faw any man appeare to vifite 
the father, that was uctred all, Oltramontanas 


| ikea German or a Frenchman,immediatly they con~ 
cluded him to be anheretique, like a fellow that 


denounc’t his preacher to the holy office, becaufe 
forfooth having cited the prophet Habacuc, he faid 
he knew him tobea Lutheran, becaufe of proneun- 
cing 
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cing the beft fyllable cuch.But divine providence by 
fuch gradations as thefe, beganto inure her feryant 
to the injurious calumnis of that government,which 
in the. progreffe ofhis life for being a faithful fer- 
‘vant tothe divine Majeftie, to his Prince,and to thé 
holy church , were prepared by an higher hand for 
thetryall ofhis unconquered, and. conftant piety 





_and for proofe of an. heroick patience. 


The domeftique turbulencies endured many 
yeares with an implacable ardour on both fides, 
wherein the father had occafion enough to thew his 
moderation in reftrayning the violence of his ad- 
herence, his mildneffe in never giving offence to a« 
ny body ( although hinifelfe offended) the evens 
neffe & ferenity of his foule that never loft himfelfé 
upon any wretched fucceffe, nor tooke pride ortoo 
much confidence by any thing chat fell profperous, 
as of neceflicy it happens with othersafter long cons 


. tentions, although they be but bufineffe of fa&i- 


ons. . His fingular prudence in redreflmg whats 
foever was in his power foraccommodation,but as 
bove all the {weetnefle of an incomparable minde 
which was neverfeene'to be angry,norever to refent 
anger by any expreflion of words. And yet wich all 
this,His veroue was not accompanied with fortune, 
becaufe he neither fatisfied thofe of his owne fide, 


nor the: General! with whom he:wasunited , :nor 


yet the Gardinall Prote&or: Thofe of: his pare «ih 
the . fa&tion that carried tchemfelves with more 
affeftion then prudence, iaccufed shim of coldneffe, 


. and that he behav'd:himfelfe, as. if) it!) concern’d. 


him not to the quick:( as who thould fay) that 
their levity fhould difturbe the quiemneffe of hié 
minde 
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minde which was fo well compofed , and fo much 
Superior to their deftra&tions. “The General] who 
was ardent in his nature, whenfoever any new dif- 
ficultie or controverfie was fet on foote, ufedto 
| take himfelfe merry with it, and was wont to fay. 
Mi chiamovo al mio givocd. Now they call meto 
mine owne game, Buc he could have wifhte that the 
| father had not ftood fo much upon the fole defen- 
| five part, obferving the advantages of thetime, and 
| éver throwing out words that tended to pacificati- 
on, and fetling the commotion. They would have 
had him purfue all routs, and engage himfelfe into 
| every caufe by vehement affections,and by refenting 
effects. But the Cardinal!,who was fecure that the - 
Generalls overthrow would be. the victory ofhis 
caufe, attributed al! the direCtions and managings to 
| proceede from the fathers counfels,which his owne 
bufineffe would not give him leave totraverfe. 
This diffention continued till the yeare 15.97,at 
which time though it were not quencht, yet it had 
|fome abatement, wherein the father alone obtayn’d 
‘hisend, though not entirely what heaymed at; 
‘concerning the pacification of his province, but by a 
-diverfion orfport of divine providence ( which is 
no leffe aCtive in things that we valew leaft, then in 
‘the greateft )there appeared demonftration of 
| the vanity of humane defignes, and therefore to that 
 purpofe, this digreflion of ours may not feeme un+ 
| neceffary. 
A Fryer,one Grovanni Battifta, perugino who was 
furnamed 1! L agrimino( whether it were becaufe he 
had teares at command ) but being a mixt and cun- 
ning man‘( and flying from the punifhment baie 
the 
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the Generall was ready to infli& upon him for fome | 


delinquencies ) came to Venice, where the largneffe 





of that Citty, and the commodities of concealment — 


make many of that fort bold to make their refuge. 
But this fellow had no neede to hide hinfelfe, be- 


caufe th: very flying from the Generall was enough 


to bid him welcome to the Provinciall,which was 


mafter Gabriel. But to get a living and fubfiftance he — 
procured a licence from the Nuatio, and begun to — 
play the exorcift,as I have feene many of thatrun-a- 
way race( who not able to live in obedience) would | 


give a leape into {uch a compendious way of life, 


to enjoy their pleafure, and fuddenly to raifeapre-_ 


fent fortune. ( Becaufe though ic be certaine that 


fometimes God permits to come upon humane crea= © 
tures, the vexations of evill fpirics: yet it ftands as 
confonant to reafon, and to the harmony of our | 
faith, that he doesit but feldomei, andupon very | 


great caufes. ) But when thofe exorcifts comeupon 
the Piarras, they are prefencly filled with the fud- 


mours, nay that all the infirmities which they have 
contratted,either from a licentiouslife, or by com- 


munication with their husbands,that they proceede 


either from ill encounters or of witchcraft. And of 
the other fide the exorcifts faile not to play their 
pranks, who having givena bleffing co their violent 
medicaments, and by fleight of hand made fome 
pretty fhew of art, caufe their patients to throw 
out of their ftomacks, that. which never came there, 
nor could be contained therein. But it isa pretty 
obfervation, that to heale the greateft part of thefe 
difeafes, the true remedy is contrary to all other 
cures, 


daine and violent motions of the matricall hu- | 
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cures, which is to drive away their Phyficianss 
whereas upon the appearance of any of thefe moun- 
| tebancke Phyfitians, there comes abroad a world 
of conceald & unKnowne infirmities, which no bo-. 
_ dy ever underftood.Our Lagrimino among other of : 
_ his undertakings, -had the cure of a trades mans 
| wife at the figne of the cocke, in the Mercery,whofe a 
_ name was Deffendi.And as ic happens very often, that a 
practife is prolonged beyond hope or expe&ation: | 
The Fryer befides his exorcifmes in the Church, 
, came often home to her hou(e to vifit her,&the dance | 
| was not quite done before the husband began to take & 
| Notice that many things in his fhop were miffing,as ts 
| fuch a quantity of Satten, and fome other ftuffe of 4H 
| valew; chat he was almoft ready to turne banckrupt. 
| Hereupon he caufed his apprentice to be arrefted, 
_ who being examined confeffed, That the Frier wich 
his wives knowledge had carried them out of the 1 
houfe, and upon further examination, confeft, thata it 
| great part was conveyed to Mafter Gabriel, and no i 
_imall part tothe Court of the Popes Nuncio. So the | 
_myftery was unfolded, although the General] had e 
| nough to doe to be believed. ) 
That Lagrimino was an Apoftata, and fit to bé 
imprifoned, for neitherthe Provinciall , northe 
Nuncio would heare him, but cried him downe, for 
 aperfequtour. The trades man(that ftill lives ) con- 
| fidering no further. but that he wasa Frier of the 
| Servi,made his complaint to fome other of that Fra- 
| ternity, telling them the bufineffe, which after was 
| fo managed,that a coppie of the proceffe was taken 
forth , andfentto Rome tothe Generall, where ic 
happened at the fame time that malter Gabriel was 
F prefent 





TRESS Ee Ses 






































et merece 


88 The Life of Father 


prefent. The Generall carriedthecaufe, and th¢ 
proceffe before the Governour of Rome, who per-- 
ceiving the knavery, and ignorant how much favour 
Gabriel had then at Court without any farther con- 
fideration. committed him to prifon. I doe not be- 
lieve that in hislifetimethe Cardinal Santta Severina 
ever {hewed himfelfe to be a man,nor difcovered fo 
much patflion, and weaknefle;( for great ones are but 
men and fubje& tothe fame paflions with thofe of 
the loweft people _.) He ftampt, he cryed, he cart, 
he walkt betwcene the Pope and the Governour,and 
forall he could doe, he could not enlarge the prifo- 
iy ner for many daies after. Becaufe Lagrimino that 
i was gone into Umbria had beene imprifoned at 
Rome, and being confronted, had fuftained the 
things mentioned. And though after he were made 
recant by charging it upon the Generall , and fo fet 
free, yet nevertheleffe te difappear’d and vanifht 
otit of the world ( though not like Enoch +) By this 
time the Cardinall faw that it was not poffible to 
create mafter Gabriel his Generallat a chapter that 
wasthen calledat Rome, but yet he was able to put 
him that was General] under judgment,and to that 
purpofe kept him in the prifon of Santa Maria in via 
& particularly becaufe Lagrimino had accufed him,to 
be fuborned;and by the Cardinalls order there were 
committed many exorbitances and violencesin the 
order under’ certaine pretences, both with caufe and 
without caufe employing the officers of che Inqui- 
a | fition fo far,that except to thofe that had feene them 
2 the things were beyond beliefe. | 
f. Daring thefe paffages, there being a provitciall 
‘my chapter at Venice to be celebrated in Vicenza, he 
Lies | created 
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Paul the Venetian BS 
created prefident by a writ from the Pope,the Bi~ 
fhop ot that Citty Michel Priuli aman of great fence 
and prudence, who perceiving of one fide the dif | 
| pofition of the Fryars, and on the other fide the ie 
' Cardinalls commands, knew not which fide he ah: 
-thould adhere to; And feeing the {pirits of the fa&i- 
_ ons inflamed,he was perfwaded by thofe of the Car- 


dinalls fa&tion to confentto an innovation , which 
| was never tryed before, and that was to move the 
| Re&ors to admit fome fergeants and other officers 
| into the Monaftery to prevent diforder, butreally 
} intended to intimidate (if not ufe violence ) upon 
| the other partie. But this made things worfe, _ thet ii 
| formerly before, making the parties more obftinate. 1 
| And prolonging the Chapter to eight daies length, 
\which had wont tobe determined in a few houres. 
| Andthefe ferjeants feeing all things fetled in quiet# i 
nefle, and about eight Friers without armes( fo t 
‘much as their knives, ) they laid downe their . 
gunns, and left their armes carelefly upon certaine 
tables, that ftood inthe Cloifters, arid the fouldiers 
without further thought of any thing either ftood 
fill, or went into the cellarstodrinke, or into the 
ftorehoufe, or forth into the Mount to fport them- 
felves. In the meane timethe Friersfretted , and 
knaw’d'thechaineto fee fuch a company of idle fel- 
owes without any imployment, a thing never done 
Ibefore, and fo fcandalous to religion,to fee them 
iconfume thofe provifions which ought to be the 
alimentofthe convent, And their fpirits were the 
more imbittered by the provoking language of 
ithofe that gave it our that they that did not render 
jthemfelves thortly to the Cardinalls order; fhould 
| F 2 either 
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either be throwne in prifon, or fent co the gallies, 
or be otherwife difpofed of like dogges. Andthe 
laf froke which was like to end the bufineffe was, 
that one evening there came from Vicenza to this 
Monaftery of the mount ( where the Chapter fate } 
the Bifhop with another briefe from his holineffe 
( befides that of his Prefidentfhip ) which 
was fent from Rome to Vicenza in leffe then fortic 
houres, giving order that the prefident might have 
power to expell the Generall vicar out of the Chap- 
ter, befide a moft ample authority to fufpend, 
transfer or prolong the Chapter , and whattoever 
he fhould thinke fit. Whereat fome of the wifer fort 

rather langht, then wondred, to fee that inacapi- — 
tular aétion being a thing of fofmall moment, there 

fhould be fent forth two apoftolicall briefes. And 

the Pope himfelfe.enter into the Comedy after fo. 
preat a Cardinall with the authoritie of che two 
Saints Santtorum Petri & Pauli, which was accors ; 
ding to the adage Magno conatu nugas agere. That 
faGion to which fo much favour was expreft, was 
addedintothe Bifhops traine, entring into the mo- - 
naftery ina tumultuous way, with much noife,and 
to folemnize their triumph. the more, they caufed 
to-be carried two naked {words beforethem, with 
certaine acclamations which had beene more con- 
venient for plebcians, then religious men. This oc- 
cafioned fo great an alteration, that immediately 
acrue of young fellowes brought that very night | 
( the dore being fet: open ) into the Fryers cham- , 
bers with great filence, a number ofthofe brave Us- 
centines with whom they:had_ intelligence, and 
were refolved the next. morning when\the Riihop. 
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and the chapter were met ( which was alwaies in 
the refeCtory) and ferjeants having left their guns 
carelefsly ( as they ufed to doe) to fall upon them, 
and take fuch arevenge astheir anger, andthe me- 
mory of fuch injuries fhould fuggett. 

Yet they lingred awhile till they could {peake 
with one that might give notice of their defigne to 
Padre Paulo. But it isa very hard matter that athing 
knowne to fo many, fhould be conceal’d ; wherefore 
he among others having had an inckling of the bu- 
finefle, it is moft certaine that with much labour 
and waking a great part of the night, by entreating 
{ome, and commanding others, and giving a cleare 
underftanding to all, of the danger they fhould 
bring upon chemfelves, of the flight confequence of 
the things in queftion, and the fcandall chat might 
‘arife. But above any thing clfethe venerall efteeme 
that they had of his authority was potent meanes 
to fupprefle the confpiracy. Yet he faw well that it 
was a matter of neceflity to put an end to thofe dif- 
cords, which were no longer to be contained with- 
in the confines of voting, but would be fure to rife 
into higher termes. And becaufe that being once 
admitted for aprefident, and fo horrid a refoluti- 
onfetled , it would be an incouragement to others 
to attempt the like. There is not in matters of go- 
yvernment a more fecure reftraint then to know 
what mighty mifchiefes are poflible to enfue, where- 
fore the father was refolv’d to doe his uttermoft 
endeavour to compofe the divifions which he could 
not doefo well, asby making a journey in perfon 
to Rome. But the matter of the aforefaid letter in 
Cypher, and that of his communication with here- 
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tiques was a great difcouragement to his 2p Rie 
caufe(alchough he might well difcerne an infubfi- 
ftence,& that. the Cardinall Prote&tor was not much 
incens’t by any inftances againft him upon thofe ac< 
cufations; although he fent other caufes of very 
lightvalew, to the Inquifitors againft Fryers and 
‘others{ & as foone againe took them off,as the mat- 
ter of voting inthe Chapter houfe was paft) which 
for the moft part was one of the chiefe ends of thofe 
practifes ofhis, nevertheleffe, the father tooke into 
confideration, what the difpleafure offo great a 
‘man might doe, that had the power of judgment 
in hishands,. as Senta Severina(being head of the 
Congegation “ofthe holy office ) had. And that in 
Rome it was well knowne how neare he was after 
Clement in eleion to the Papacy, and the queftion 
was not onely extin&t, whetherthat ele&ion of Cle- 
ment were valid or not. Wherefore Clement was 
willing to feed the Cardinals humour by giving 
him leaveto doe what helifted, befides that he was 
truly a great perfonage, and very active, and able to 
bring any bufineffe to what end he pleas’d, as it is 
an eafie matter for great men to ferve themfelves 
upon any pretence, to juftifie every thing after it is 
done. So he confulted withhis intimate friends up- 
on that point, whofeopinion was, that hecou!d 

receiveno great damage, efpecially, fince by a great 

number ofthe Cardinals letters which are yet in bc« 

ing ( and I have feene them when | intended to 

make this life like an epiftolaryhiftory , and to. 
have prduced the letters :for a confirmation 

of what Ihad written, if the length and mul- 
titude 
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titude had net diflwaded me) it appeard, that he 
had a great opinion of the fathers integrity, ‘and 
prudence, and that he had defired to feehim at 








Rome, and to haye interefled himin that Court, 


But the father facetionfly remembred the fable how 
the prudent Fox, when the Lyon made proclama- 
tion ferailhorned. beaftsto come in ) hid himfelfe 
faying, whatif chelyon would have his eares to be 
hornes , »who fhould beable to defendhim? yet 
notwithftanding he wasrefolved to goe. Butasit 
was his manner to be:as confident in the divine pro- 
vidence,as if fecond caufes had not beene confidera- 
ble,& yee omitting no fit meanes where fecond cau- 
fes might be the producers of their effets; And firtt 
of all he got good letters from his friends to the 
Ambaffadors of Venice at Rome, and to divers great 
Prelates at Court; Then by letters he made knowne 
the whole bufineffe, tothe Cardinall of 4/coli ( for 
he was likewife of the congregation of the holy 
office ) with whom he had alwaics continued 
his fervitude by acommerce of letters, and from 
himhe was adviledto come. At Rome there wasa 
general] Chapter celebrated, whereinthe Cardinal 
not being. able to make mafter Gabriel his Gene- 
nerall: he called from Floreace a father that had 
beene fifteene yeares {hut up in his chamber in a holy 
life, but yet with him neither, he was not very well 
pleafed , be caufe whether for zeale of con{cience, 
or for any other refpe&, I knownot,but healfo 
extreamely abhor’d ‘to:confent that Gabriel fhould 
fucceed him: and loyed:and honored the father as 
much as was poffible, (although againft the orders 
which he faid, had beene givenhim, .) and offen- 
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ded the Cardinall ina very high degree, by writing 
him a very long letter in an apologetique way , 
blaming him for all his mifchiefes that had happen- 
ed in religion, and for ufing fach violent waies to 
make a wicked wretch his Generall; touching, with- 
outany refpedt, upon the briberies and guifts that 
were brought ‘to his Court, by'the fale of al pre- 
ferments, and graces, and by the pillage and ‘rob- 
bing of Convents, But that. which cut him to 
the quicke,was, that he affirmed thathe had written 
unto him not onely after'a long confideration ; btit 
wich particular infpiration of the’ Holy Ghoft. 
Atthe reading whereofthe Cardinal] broke out - 
into paflion and cried out, Tu menti fant ariets Caca- 
mienda, for hehad alwayes kept a tang of the Neapo= 
litan Diale&t. But this poore Generall was called to, 
Rome where in a very fhort time he ended his life. 
It was faid to be of a heate which he gave himfelfe 
by walking aboutthefeaven Churches , ‘and there 
are fome that faid it was by fome coft that was be- 








, flowed upon him. But hisdeath gavea: great fcan- 
- dall to all religion, becaufe (as tis already {aid )he 


had lived fifteene yeares fhut up in his cell ata holy 


life, where by pontifical] indulgence he:celebrated 


the mafie,and every wednefday expounded upon his - 
altar the holy facrament, before which he continued 
praying til the friday following without tafting any 
toode, and his diet was alwaies lenten fare, and for 
the moft part bread and fruite and water. In which 
life he continued for matter of abftinence after his 
coming to his charge,& he was efteemed g Santo;and 
as offuch a one is hislife written and printed. His 
yery encmics reported him to bea man of holy in- 
: tentions 
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tentions, though notfo able for government. But 
the blame which fell upon the Cardinall for putting 
| him under cenfure cannot beexpreft. f 
. The father treated with the Cardinal] and fought i 
| alwaies to pleafe him, becaufe, that being done all 
| other things were determined. And it fell out ex- 
| traordinary well for him, becaufe they had no 
| fpeech ofany other matter, but onely thefe two. The 
| one that he had adhered to, and fomented the late 
| tumults, or rather ftir'd up the Generall, the other, 
| that he would not’ be friends with Mafter’ Ga- 
briel. 

To which he anfwered, that*he would remit 
_ the whole bufimeffe to his Lordfhip, & was defired 
tobe reconcil’dtohim: ‘Tothe particulars he an- 
{wered more at length. That by his Lordfhips pow- ik 
er and favour he had feene Matter Leljo made Pro&- if 
or Generall ; and after that vicar generall Apofto- i} 
licall, and {ubfequently Generall, and that he had 1 
defired the friend{hip of Lelio as ofone of his Lord- 18 
{hips creatures, and had correfponded with him t 
in all things which he thought might concerne the 
fervice of God and religion. And that it was his 
dutie to honor that‘ man-whom he faw raifed above 
others 5 without any curious inveftigations of the 
reafons why it wasdone.. Thatif things grew after 
tobe changed, he conceived that to be an accident 
of a fortune. And thereupon he put him in minde 
of letter, which when Lelie was created Generall 
his Lordfhip had written with his owne hand, 
| whereby he recommended him unto him, that by 
his vote, and the votes of friends he might be prefer- 
red before any other ofhis concurrents, fothathe 
could 
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could not interpret fuch a recommendation for leffe 
then acommand. For of fucha nature he faid were 
the requefts of perfons that were eminent.And as to 
that of having ftirred up the Generall, his eminenc 

having by his publique letters to all che Religion 
(directed to the Chapters of Provinces) made great 
complaint of the impetuous and violent nature of 
Lelio, he was fure his Lordthip had not that conceipt 
againithimofhimfelfe, but by thefuggeftion and 
faite relation of fome others, whereto hee would at 
all times be ready to make anfwer in his owne ex- 
cufe, onely referr’d it to his prudence which was a- 
ble to penetrate¢hat and greater matters, nor was it 
like, that feeing a coach runne {wiftly by, he would 
make it a doubt,whether the coach drew the horfes, 


Paul the Venetian, 


_or they it. He infinuated moreover that foure yeares 


before that 1593 in the vacancy of the Bifhopricke 


Of Milepotamo,his Lordfhip ,had bege’d itlfor him of 


his Holinefle, and in a letter written’ co him there- 
upon , andexhorting him to difpofe himfelfe to 
receive it, when it fhould be conferred upon him ; 
He added that. ina fecond place hehad named him 
to another in event of his not accepting that,becaufe 
he was not fure of his intentions being fo retired a 
man,and alienate from eyery thing elfe but a totall 
immerfion in his ftudies, and a lover ofa quiet life. 
All which letters he-had-kepe together, as the titles _ 
of his obligation to his illuftrious Lordfhip. “Here- 
upon the Cardinall gave great teftimony ofgood 
fatisfattion, and replied ; - that truly having taken 
notice of his deportments ,, hee beleeved no other- 
wife, and told him furtherthat he would have him 


and Matter Gabriel made friends, as alfo by the Pro- 


vectors power it was effected, He 
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He returned to Venice to his beloved retiredneffe, 
and not without fome grievance of his naturall in- 
difpofition imbittered by his voyage and other fuf- 
| ferings. And though there might continue with him 
| (as weuteto fay) a little of the old fea of his turbu- 
| Yentfortunes , yet he moderated them all with an 
| incomparable patience and prudence. And it feemed 
_ that fora few yeares after his infirmities made their 
| peace with him,which the fpace of 25 yeares before 
| had yeelded bim but fhort and uncertaine: truces of 
| his Epaticke flux, he remained cured, without any 
| other caufe, but that ic had {pent the Courfe. Hee 
| had from timeto time ufed diversaemedies afwell 
| by the great knowledge which he had in medicine, 
asalfo by the opinions of the moft confpicuous and 
| famous Phyfitians, with whom he had great. familj- 4 
| arity both in Venice and Padua , and for the falling i 
_ of the ftraight gutt(which in time and with increafe if 
| ofage might render him unable for any action, and 
fixe himif not to his bed at leaft to his chamber,) 
_ He had continually proved many remedies without 
profit; after hegave himfelfe to feeke out fome in- 
ftrument to keepeit up, and having tried many, he 
found one at Jaft fo proper and fit, that with it alone 
he was ableto carry his difeafe to the laft day of his 
life without hindrance fromany action, more then 
if he had not had the difeafe,and it is of fo eafieand 
ready aufe, that having imparted it to others, it 
hath had the fame effe& with them, by keeping them 
in ability of motion and a&ion:; withont which 
they muft have remained in great paine and difficul- 
ty. This quietneffe continued about fixe yeares 
more,bis life being all the while imployed in te 

offices, 
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office, wherin as ewas faid )he {pent all his time,and 
in the converfation of virmofos without the leaft 
hindrance. 

From fome notes that were found andare yet ex- 
tant, it appeares about that time that hee chang’d 
the quality of his ftudies, and gave himfelfe altoge- 
ther ( befides the Ecclefiafticall and prophane fto- 
ries) to the ftudie of Morall Philofophie, peradven- 
cure that which is written of Socrates, is no fingu- 
Jar a&, or rather voluntary , but is as it were natu- 
rafl to all chofe underftandings that have any thing 
oftranfcendent, who after they have made a difco- 
very at what they can arrive upon univerfalities,they 
tranfport themfelves totally to morality ;) which 
fludie iS as to inferiour things) is the onely {pecula- 
tion of humanity. This arifech either from ade- 
fire made more intenfe to better it felfe, or from 
fome incomprebenfibilitie that is met with; or from 
a folid judgement of the vanitie even of Sciences, 
and of the excellencies of vertue, or the fingularitie 
of that part of Metaphyfick, whofe objec is intelli- 
gence, and the meanes thereof, and of humane a&i- 
onsthat either are internall or from others. | 

It is moft certaine that Father Pay! applyed him- 
felfe to fuch kinde of ftudies, having before that ex- 
amined al] the workes of Ariftotle and of Plato, with 
Kictle notes of his owne extant from one part toa- 
notherupon theone, and from Dialogue to Dia- 
logue onthe other, but fo fhort, and for the moft 
part Writing onely the firft letterofa word, that 
one.may eafily perceive that either he wrote to him- 
{elfe alone for rememoratives, or elfe that in hisage 
he dehgned matter from fome further worke, But 
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| I doerather beleeve the firft , becaufe he never pro- 
| mifed himfelfea yeares life, as hee would alwaies 
| conftantly affirme. 

He had examined the Do&trine ofall the antient 
| Philofophers of all forts, fo farre as there remaines 
) any mention or memory difperft among writers, 

and given his judgement upon them. Hee had alfo 

examined the opinions-of Schoolemen afwell of the , 
) reall asthe nominall, which he made much account 
_ of, as appeares by fome other fhort notes of his. The 
| Mathematiques of all forts, the medicinal], the ana- 
| tomicall, the fimples, the minerals, the mechaniques 
and ofall the qualities, upon which his notes (as a- 
| forefaid ) yet remaine, whereof that little that is in- tf 
telligible is verypretious, and fhewes what rules a 
| were hidden in the Mine of that rare underftanding. i 
There are yet letters of fome very learned men of i 
_ his time, wherein it appeares that they fought to re- it 
ceive his opinion in fome of the moft arduous 
_ things of Sciences , and particularly of the Mathee 
_ matigues, and when any of them had either obfer- 
ved or invented any new or ftrange thing, they pre- 

fently fought to have his judgementuponit. -Oh 
the great loffe, that we cannot fee his anfwers. I 
have feene a certaine difcourfe which was fent him 
from one Marioti, who in many chapters treates of 
the ebbing and flowing, which it feemes the father 
approved not of, by a coppice of a letter of his owne : 

4 
f 











wherein he tellshim, that he fends him what he un- 
derftood, and had obferved about the motion of the 
waters, I deplorethe loffe of his letters, and the ‘4 
misfortune of men therein, that from time to time 4 
there fhould be any loffe of that which hath beene i 
found “° 
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found out by great witts. What a misfortune is it 
to us that in Hiftory it fhould bee neceffary to begin 
from Herodotus, andall that was beforeto bee no- 
thing but fables and confufion. (In this account we 
ranck not the facred ftory of the Bible which wa 
Gods guift, and no humane'induftry.) In Aftrolo- 
gieand Geographie to begin from Ptolemy, in the 
Mathematiques from Exclide, and all the remainder 
( that is ) the worke of fo rare and excellent fpiries 
whofe names are fcarce in memory, fhould be peri- 
fhed. The loffe of what the father wrote concerning 
the moving of the waters, drawes from my pen the 
deploration of a misfortune which I perfwade my 
{elfe if ic had beene extant, had beene like foode to 
the mindes of fo great underftandings, which have 
beene famifh’t without fo much as hope of encoun- 
tring any thing that might ac leaft in appeareance 
give farisfaction upon that fubjec&. 

But in thofe following yeares whereof we fpeake, 
He {eemed to be wholy engaged to that fort of ftudy 
which is onely verft in weeding out the vices of the 
minde, and planting and cultivating it with vertues. 
And upon this fubje& he hath written fo many little 
treatifes, which he ufed to carry about him with fen- 
tences and documents afwell of the moft ancient 
celebrated writers, as of his owne, thatifever they 


“came to light it will thew acolle@ion of precious 
“jewels of irieftimable value. Three things I have 


only feene, elaborate after the ‘mamner of Plutarkes 

littlé-sworks.'On the medicine of the minde, wherein 
dy ® e - 

applying’ the Aphorifmes which are written for the 

health ana.cure of thebddy to the cure and fanity of 

the minde Which he limits (as it feemes})to maladies 


that. 
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) that are only in ftate and not in motion, or in free- 
) dome from paine (whereat a man in this life can ne- 
) ver arrive) onely he directs many fingular meanes to 
| obtainea tranguillity. Another lictle treatife of the 
)rifing and cealing ofopinions inus. And the laft 
} that Atheifme is repugnant to humane nature,and is 
) not found thetein, but that they which acknowledge 
not atrue Deity, mutt jeeettaclty faine themfelves 
lfalfeones. There alfo two little bookes which goe 
| together like a Metaphyfick, but imperfe& and full 
ofnew and abftrufe fences. There isalfo a hort 
| examen of his owne defe&ts whereunto hee had pros 
| pofed a cure,and this was fit to fal into thehands of 
thofe who after his death like doggs that draw dry- 
foot have not left the leaft by-way untraced to finde 
out fome odours of imperfe&tion: and here chey 
might have feene a man that never flatter’d himfelfe, 
but made a reall fcrutiny unto the moft recluded 
corners of his owne heart, and both faw, and cenfu- 
‘red in himfelfe thofe things which to every other 
eyehad beene invifible. And thofe that in the reft 
of his life for more then 20. yeares had lived inti- 
mately with him doe moft holily atteft, thatthey 
) werenever able to obferve any fuch defe&s in him, 
| Becaufe peradventure in thofe fixe yeares of his mor- 
rallftudies, hee had regulated himfelfelike thofe 
| true poffeffors of wifedome, who ftudie not fo much 
to feeme learned as to be truely and really good. 
But all this was nothing, compar’d to his beeing 
_affixc to the divine Scripture, particularly ofthe 
new Teftament, without any expofitor except onely 
the Greeke and Latine texts which hee ufed toreade 
| from one end to the other, repeating it over foma- 
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occafion was ableto repeateit all in the fame man- 


_ her, as by daily frequency religious men ufe to re- 


cice the ordinary Pfalmes. His attention wasfoin- 
tire and profound, that as_in reading hee obferved 
any point for meditation , hee madein his Greeke 
teftament upon the word or verfe alittle line after 
this manner And fo.by reading it over 
againe there was {carce a line or almoft a word 





which had not a marke upon it, whereofagreat 
Prince having heard after his death, did forcurio- __ 


fities defire to fee thebooke, wee havealfo feene 
the very fame courfe formerly ufed upon the old 
Teftament, asalfo his breviary wherein he recited 
the office marke all (as aforefaid ) but efpecially 
upon the pfalmes which he knewall by heart,as alfo 
whatfoever was to be faid in celebration of the mafs, 
whereof this is a fufficient demonftration that in 
his laft yeares he could not fee, nor reade any word 
that was either written or printed wishout his 
{peCtacles, and yet without them he did alwaies 
ufe to celebrate the maffe. | 
Icould not learne whether in thefe fix years he had 
borrowed from his affiduity & immerfion in his ftu- 
dies more then two deviations. The one was that Le- 
onardo. Mocenigo being created Bifhop of Caveda,who 
was oneof thofe that many times ( though notfo 


often as others ) frequented that glorius meeting of | 


fo many famous perfanages (the rendezvous of Mo- 


 rofini ) was defirous firft to be inftruéted by the fa- - 


ther in the profeffion Canonicall and in whatfoever 
elfe ( befides. his owne learning ) was convenient 


te 


for hisnew.Epilcopall calling, and_. afterwards _ 
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'}to have his company along with him to Ferrara» 
| where the Pope Clement the eight was then abiding; 
and where he was to beexamined and confecrated. 
| The other was that famous controver{ie which ( by 
| the power of the Dominican and Jefuicicall fa&i- 
on, ) remaines ftill undecided, Of the efficacy of 
| divine grace called de ayxiliis , whereof there hath | 
‘| beene fo much faid, and fo much written. In con- Lae 
‘}templation of which differences The Bifhop of 
) Montepelofo who was before that his intrinfecal 
friend by the name of Maejtro Hippolito da Lucca, a | 
aman of much fcholafticall learning, but ofa grea- ne 
| ter fame for goodneffe. This man had read Theolo= i 
) gie many yeareSin the ftudy & univerfiry of Ferra- ) 
| ra, and wasalfo confeffor to Madame the Dutcheffe ia 
ofVrdin, and a very confident fervant of hers; & Mt 
'when 4lfonfe the laft Duke of Ferrara died. That | he 
) Princeffe was inan ill repute with mariy of the bet- i 
ter fore , that fhe had beene unfaichfull in the pro- 
_ curing of fome advantage to Ce/ar of Effe. Andthis 
father himfelfe cither for truth or for fome neareé 
refpect of fervice to the Princeffe,was alfo in a fini= 
fter fame,to have either in confeffion, or fome other 
| difcourfe ( being himfelfe corrupted ) by large 
promifes, and great hopes; perfwadedsthe Duta 
cheffeto adhzre tothe Eclefiafticall fa@ion.So itis; 
that he had ( not long atter )a flight recompence 
from Cardinall Aldobrandine of the faid {mall 
Bifhopricke in the kingdome of Naples, but he was 
alwaies entertayned at Rome, and deputed for one of 
thofe Prelates to examine the faid controverfie. 
Andhe, to whom the fathers great learning was{o 
well knowne, procured by letters, and by his utmoft 
| G power 
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$2 The Life of Father 
power to makehim come to Kome with large pro~ 
mifes. After feeing himrefoluta not to open his 
mouth in thofe windie and fwolne differences, 
went about to induce him by friendthip to review 
themarter, and by letters communicated his fence ' 
tohim. But this imployment was not worth the 
name of adeviation, hehaving formerly moft ex- 
actly read and ftudied all the ancient fathers, and 
had in them a fingular practife, but efpecially in’ 
Saint Auguftine, in whom the doctrine of that poirt 
is more fully handled then in all thereft( Andic | 
may truly be faid, that the two tomes,the fixtand | 
feaventh befides the tenth have no other {cope ) | 
and thofe werefofamiliarto him, that a place 
could not be fooner toucht, but his hand was as 
ready to be laid upon it, and in hearing it alledged, 
was abletofay whether it were faithfully reported, 
and wasable to recite both the antecedent and fub- 
fequent words. Inall his writings there was nothing 
found of his in memory ofthat bufineffe, but onely | 
fome refponfive letters of thefaid Bifhops, where=_ 
by it appeared the: father had written—oft unto | 
him of that bufinetle, and ofthings whereby the | 
prelate receiving a great deale of honor, did al waies | 
move and urge the fathers coming to Rome,butin 
vaine. He was, as it could be gathered out ofthofe 
letters,of che opinion of Saint Thomas, to which he | 
added the names of Saint Pauland Saint Auguftine, | 
againftthe ancient and moderne Pelagians and Se- 
mipelagians. Thereis onely extant a fhort writing 
co this purpofe,in which it appeares that at the in- 
ftance ofa Prince he had explicated the ftate of that 
controverfie in Italian, and what were the opinions | 


of | 
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of the controverfies ,with their explications and 
| principallfoundation- A fhort worke but which 
| it {hewes the lucidneffe of that minde and his felicity 
. in explicating the moft arduous things: t 
At the end of thefaid fix yeares, or notlong 
after,there were two occafions out of which( ic was 
believed) there {prung another difturbance; becaufe 
upon the deathofthe Generall, which was mafter 
Gabriel,who wascreated 1603 (being fifteene yeares 
later then the foundation of che defigne of that 
| Creation was at firft laid )) there was iupplyed to 
| that government a nephew of his by the name of 
Maeftre Santo with onely the bare title of Definitor, 
who having his uncles hopes, though riot his powers 
and efpecially failing in that aptitude of his toferve 
the Court at all affaics(whichtheGeneral w aa ~ 
waies. wont to'do:to whom after bis death therewere by 
letters found that Cardinall Aldcbrandino had writ 
withhisownehand, and Borghefe both nephewes 
to Popes, wherein ic wasfeene thatat Venice he had 
-beene afervant to the Court ) in things that mighe 
either have coft him his life, or elfe advanc’t him to 
a greater Prelacy. Maeftro Santo imitated his uncle 
inthisopinion, that if he would domineere over i 
the province, ic was neceffary to remove that mote i 
out ofhiseye, which was the veneration and honor 
wherewith the father was followed. And to this Ff 
purpofe fie attempted many exorbitant things, # 
among which there was one that was moft ridicu- a5 
lous. It isa cuftome when Chapters are called toge- fh 
gether, that thofe that have votes make a {crutiny | 
among themfelves to legitimate their Capitular 
aftions. And,that it might be without exception 
Ga every 
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€very one referves himfelfea fredome to queftion or | 
oppofe whom or whatfoever he thinke good. So | 
Maeftro Santo, and Maeftro Arcangelo foodup, and 





to doe nothing with much diligence, and with 
ower to make a confpicuous buffonery 5 they op- 
pos’d three heads of exception or reproach againft 
father Payl , withthe indignation and derifion of 
all the Chapter, and they werethefe, That he wore 
a hat upon his head contrarie toa forme that had | 
beene lately publithed under Gregory the fourteenth. | 
That he wore pantables that were hollowed in the | 
foles of the French fafhion ( alledging falfly ) chat it: | 
had beenedecreed otherwife upon paine of depriva- | 
fp tion oftheir votes. That at the end of Maflehe did | 
z | not ufe torepeatethe Salve Regina. Things that | 
were no fooner heard then refolved by the Vicar ge- | 
nerall,the Prefident and the Provinciall into no- | 
thing , and exploded byall theafflembly, being | 
rejeted and kickt out. And becaufe his pantobles | 
were taken off by order from the Judge, and caried 
tothe Tribunall, it became a proverbe which is yet 
in ufe.Z ffer il Pad:e Paolo cofi incolpabile & integro ehe | 
livio le (ue pianiffe erano ftate canonizate. The father | 
Pau! is {0 blameles and pure that his very pantobles 
were canoniz’d. That his notrecicing the Salve Re- 
gina arofenot out of any indevotion. 

It would be too long to deliver the ground or 
reafon inducing him not to doeit. True itis that 
ali he had reafons {oc well grounded, that it was more 
lawfully omitted by him at that time, then it was 
i. added by others, againft the rights of the maffe,and 
ree derogating by a particular decree of about 30 Friers 
from the univerfall order of the Chureh. | 
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| It was obferved that in all chat a&tion of propo- 

| fing,examining and exploding thofe exceptions, he 
never fpake word, nor fhew’d the leaft figne of be- 
Gng affected with it: but wentonupon occafion of ie 
difcourfe , and as he had ufed to doe with thofe his § 
accufers,and in fpecie with Maeftro Santo , who had 
forgotten his uncles documents, which at his death 
he left with him; (viz. ) That he fhould never at- 
tempt any great thing in ‘the province without the 
opinion of father Paul. So not taking counfell 
where he fhould have done, and being too confident 
of his uncles merits with the Court, and laftly | 
puft up with vaine hopes from acertaine Abbot, if 
who was an impoftor,( and is yet living }) who fold : 
him thofe hopes at the price of a good filver goblet, 
He truftup his baggage, and carried with him to 
Rome whatfoever he could get, being about five Hi 
hundred duckats which belong’d to the Monattery 1 
which he there fpent in foure monthes; And where- Ny 
as he went thither full of great hopes, he returned j 
againe ful of maltalent, and defperation, which {ent i 
him into Candy to raifea fortune in merchandife, 
where not long after he left his life, having firft loft 

and fpent what he had. 

By this time ( wee may fay ) chat the fathers Rt 
quiet ftudies and his private life were come to their th 
period, and that from hence till the end of his life, ' 
he entred upon another world; or rather came into 
the world, w'erein it pleated God to call hinyinto 
employments,which he had never thought he fhould 
have applied himfelfe to. 

But man is not borne alone for himfelfe, but 
principally for his Countrey and fora common 

3 good, 
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apply himfelfe to government? let others difpute.. 
This father of ours thall give us an example to refufe 
no paines nor peril for the fervice of God; and of his 
Countrey. And that an honeft and wife man is far 


from that erroneous doétrine, invented by a com-. 
‘pany of feditious cofeners , who never fpeake of fe- 


cular policy but with difparagement, although it 
were inftituted of God,andin which an honeft man 
may ferve his divine majeftie with a vocation as 
pious,as excellent , and :that no other employment 
can either exceede it or match it,as well for the 
common good, as in obedience to that fupreme 


piety which may be. exercifed in the Chusch, and. 


whereunto God from time totime, and fince the 
very birch of theChurch,hath called even the greateft 
Heroes ofall the ecclefiafticall order. 

At this time was affium’d to the Pontificate, the 
Cardinall Camillo Borghefe of Sienna, Paul the fifth, 
about the end of the yeare 1 60s. either becaufe he 
had beene Auditor della Camera, andhad taken a 
"ham habite of thundering out cenfures > Oorper- 

aps being not well affe&ed tothe moft fevere 
Republique of Venice, or elfe inftigated by fome 
religiousmen ( as I have ic morecertaine and by 
cleerer arguments }) who like vipers teare in pieces, 
and poyfon that breft of ftatethat gave them bree- 
ding, andnourifhment ;. the pretence of the diffe. 
yence being grounded. upon fome lawes of that 
common-wealth which were {aid to be againft 
church priviledges. Sothat things fell into a mani- 
feft diffention among them: the Pope pretending 
that thofe lawes were not onely unjuft but cancel- 
led 


good. That probleme whether a wifeman ought to 
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led and abolifh’t ; on the contrary fide the Repub 
ligue maintained that they werejuft, and good 
Jawes,and in no interpretation contrary to the law- 
full liberties of the Church. 

This bufineffe boyling betwixt thofe two great 


| princes, fome of the primary Senators,who had for- 


merly beene the fathers familiars, began to confer 
ftri&ly with him about thiscontroverfie , for it 
could not be concealed; not onely in Venice a Cit- 
ty which for amplitude and concourfe of all nati- 
ons Knowesall things and filenceth nothing, ) but 
alfo over all Italy, and upon his arguments which 
were confirm’d bya precedent knowledge they had. 
ofhim , they proceeded to acquainte him with the 
bufineffe by a pulicke communication. 


This fire lay long raked up under afhes of pro- 


| pofitions and anfwers,and arguments on both lides, 


by the fpace ofa month, when about the entrance 
ofthe yeare 1606. it threw forth greatcr flames 
of monitories & comminations of centures. Becaufe 
the matter being partly Thelogicall and partly le- 
gal, the moft excellent Senate came to a refolution, 
co chofe next after their confultors in Jure, aman 
that was both a divine and a Canonift. And 
after having caufed to be read a fhort writing 
to that purpofe, they made choice of the father into 
that charge ,who hath fince ferved them feaventeene 
yeares, not onely in that facultie,but as a confultor 
of ftate in all their charges of greatelt confequence. 
Becaufe though hishands (as it isfaid ) are paft all 
fort of matters of peace, of warre, of their confines, 
of their covenants, of jurifdiction, of tribute and of 
every other fort of treaties. But thisalone may 
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make it knowne how univerfall, how faithful, 








and fincere his feryice was , that upon the death 
of the confultors in law ( men of eternall 
memory .) Marc. Antonio Pelegrini, Eva{mo Gratiani; 
Agoftno del bene )the common-wealth was fo well 
ferved by the father alone in all fort of bufineffe , 
that they chofe no {ucceffors into their places,as was 
formerly ufed to be done, except it were one II Sig- 
nor Servilco Trecy and when he failed by death, the 
father remained alone. 

Being now entred upon thischarge, he thought 
it of neceflity to have companions of experimented 
fidelitic, whom he might truft as himfelfe, : and f{pe- 
cially to turne over booksforhim.  Becaufe the. 
cuftomes of thofe times thought it not enough, to: 
know things with refolutions, and reafons, but 
they would have an addition of a long feries of 
Allegations of Do&ors of theone, and the other 
Jaw. And he that would not erre upon the credit 
of others,which often deceives men,thought it was 
neceffary for him from pointto point to fee the au- 
thors at the fountaine, being abufineffe rather of 
much toil: then wit. 

To this purpofe hecaft his thoughts upon Frier 
Fulgentioa Breician (to whomhehad long before 
vouchfaf’ the favour of a ftri& familiaritie )making 
ufe of him for ordinary ftudying, and being fo di- 
rected, not by way of ordinary readings, which he 
efteemed to be rather a way of oftentation, then 
any waies fruitful], but after the manner of Socra- 
tes, and in a midwife-like way appointing to reade | 
fuch bookes, or fuchamatter, andthen after by | 

difcourfeto finde out and preducethe uth, to | 


thew. | 
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: CEN a a a a 
| fhew the errors and fo fettle a right underftan- 
| ding. Ameanestruly both fingular and excellent , 
» ¢oteach a man the way to be wife,although it have 
beene neglected and out ofufe, to prevent,as they | 
{aya fhew of pompe and oftentation. [ 
The reader will be pleas’d to difpence with this ie 
little digreflion in this place, becaufeit fervesto i 
take away an objeCtion made againft the fathers a 
goodneffe, not onely by the Friers , but by fome of : 
his owne intimate friends, that he being fo rarea 
man in all learning fhould be fo {paring to commu- 
nicate his knowledge to others. And many have 
gone fo far as to tax him of anenvious difpofition, 
that he tooke no pleafure in another mans wifdome, 
and loved rather to hide thofe rich talents of his 
| ownefrom others. But really it wasnot fo, forhe 
| was rather of the moft friendly and bountifull foule 
: in this particular, that could poffibly be found,be- 
caufe he consmunicated with an incredible readi- 
 neffe whatfoever was required upon occafion, and 
_ with a prudence fo much to beadmired, ( though 
not to all men ) but yet to every one according to 
| their capacity or profeffion, and in fuch manner as 
hath beene already told. 

Here I could put you in minde of Gentlemen | 
and religious men whom he hath made perfe&, fome th 
: inthe moralls, others in the Mathematiques and in i 

naturalls. But to make aprofeft reading upon A- 

: riftotle, Plato, Saint Thomas, Scoto or Gratian ( ex- 

: cept the mathematiques ) which to be taught with- 

outorderand not to be taught isall one, this was 

fo contrary to his Genius, that he could not endure 

it, and held ita pedantique way, as not ferving to 

encreafe 
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encreafe knowledg, or better the minde, but onel y 
to be able to argue with fubtillty, and makea thew 
of wit, and rather to breed a pertinacity of Opi- 
nion, then to make a fincere fearch of the 
truth. 

Returning to our narration, he refolved to have 
withhim for his compagnion theforefaid Fra.Fulz 
gentio,who wasat that time in the univerfitie of By- 
dogna, and inthe fixt yeare of his profeffion of rea 
ding fchoole divinty., having read before that 
three yeares at Aantova., and being further engag’d 
from the Generall of the order to read three yeares 
longer at Bologna, wherein he had made his begin~ 
ning. But the command of his mafter that required 
him exprefsly and without exception , alledging 
that he ftood in neede of him as far.as concern’d 
his life, made him breake through all obftacles, and 
leaving his leCure, and what hopefoever he might 
conceive of preferment in religion, and being well 
aflared of what followed, which was the confifcati- 
on of his poore library and thofe moveables which 
were allowed him tor his ufe, he came away. 
whither the charitie of his beloved mafter or father 
invited him. 

After this thecontroverfie betwixt thefe two great 
Princes grew higher then any termes of: seats 
among themfelves could compaffe, and before any 
other Princes could ariaiiedie as they did after for 
accommodation: The father with the other con- 
fulters was continually ac the worke and imployed 
by the publique prudence, feeking out how the moft 
excellent Senate( falvala rierenza) which was due 
to the Apoftolicall fea might governe themfelves, to 
maintaine 
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maintaine their liberty and power ofafoveraigne 
Prince as independentin their own Dominions, The 
father made divers informations by publique order 
which areextant 5 and chiefely one little tractate 


i 
concerning excommunication, wherein with as § 
much brevity ava writing that was to be read in Ne 





fucha fecrecy could import for inftruction,and wih 
greater cleareneffe,all being comprehended that was 
effential to that cenfure,as the inftisution ofit,the le- 
gitimate ufe of itinholy church, the manner how hee 
Princes & republiques have grounded themfelvsupon i 
like occafions( although it wil be hard to find fuch 
government among Catholique Chriftians,which at 
fome time or other hath not fuffered by thofe en- 
counters with the court of Rome) ( fince that about 
the eleventh age from our Lord, that abufe creptin 
of employing {pirituall armes to mundane ends,) 
all was briefely comprehended in conformity to:ho ~ t 
ly Scriptures,to holy Councells, to the facred anti- fF 
entDoétors, & how in fuch. a fubje& a faithfull pi- i 
ous and catholique Prince ought to deport himfelfes if 
It isagreatloffe, that among other writings of 
his concerning the publique ( which are many great 
volumes, and of ineftimable value in all matters of 
ftate) this fhould not be found, and he that kept un- . 
der key all his lifelong evento the leaft bolletines th 
and fhort notes that he made upon every word that | 
concerned the publique which he had written du- 
ring all his faithfull fervice, and having fearched for 
this wich extraordinary diligence, yet it could ne- 
ver be found: but we have a certaine rudiment 
which feemes to have beene the firft draught of the 
difcourfe, which is full of folidity and chriftian pi- 
ety. 
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it itha ean ick a LL a a or 
ie ety. Befides the writings and confultations whereof 
Pia we neede to fay no morebut that the moft excellent 
1 Senate, having by publique decreeicommanded they 


| fhouldbe copied out into bookes for future ufein 
ee government. Hee was conftrained againtt his will, 
i _ and againft what he had alwaies propofed to himfelf 
tq publifh fome things’ that hee had writcen upon 
thefe occurents. . 
Firft, ic was thought neceffary to give the world 

! a fhort account of the ftate of the controverfie,which 
Bhi! from thofe pens that were devoted to the Romane 
Bit Court, went fo maskt and difguifed, that the people 
EE Were extreamly abufed, as if thecontroverfie had 
S| only concerned religion, whereas there was nothing _| 
elfe in the queftion but of jurisdi&tion : and fo at 

the very beginning there came forth at Milan a long 

Writing in print, which was on purpofe nail’d np in 

: the night,and faftened in the publique places at Ber= 
( ganio,and upon the Bergama{co, (which are landsthat 
S| in the temporality are fubje& to the ftateof Venice, ) 
ot and in the fpiritualty areunder the Arch-Bifhop of 
Bee Millan.) They contained things of much exorbis 
tancy, That their Sacraments could not be valide, 
thattheir Matrimonies were concubinates, their 
children illegitimate , and divers other things di- 
rectly contrary to the doctrine of the very Cano- 
nicalllaw. This engaged a neceflity of giving the 

world afhort account of the truch. 

And becaufe the father never made profeffion of 
any language which he had not well ftudied, but 
onely to ferve to the explication of his owne fence, 
he made a collection in writing into certaine heads, 
of all that he thought fit to befpokenof, Andit 

was 
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was after given in charge to Gio: Battifta Leoni a man 
that was moft vers’t in theelegancics ofthe Italian 
tongue, having {pent his time init, when he was 
the Secretary of Cardinall (omendone and of other 
Prelates, and had to hishonour, putdivers things 
| in print which were well approved of.And after he 
had beene a whole day inthe company of Leoni to 
informe him throughly, being continually himfelfe 
| imployed in greater matters, he required Fra, Ful- 
gentio, that had bornea great part in making that 
colle&tion, to looke to divers places in the authors 
themfelves , and to difcuffe the matters from pointe 
to pointe. And before he would accept the publique 
charge for foure monthes together jhe ftudied the 
matter day and night to be firft well refolved in his 
confcience of the juftice of the Venetians caufe and 
of the ground of it. And while Leoni was bufie in 
giving the ftile, the father called to minde a trattate 
in the matter of excommunication written by Gio 
Ger(on a Parifian doftor,and famous for having been 
Chancelor ofthe Sorbone at Paris, who had taken 
great paines atthe councell of Conftance to remove 
along fchifme which had lafted {eaven and thirty 
yeares in the Romane Church, and was reputed 
aman of learning and piety, living and dying with 
a fame of perfeé& holineffe. He caufed fome of the 
greate Senators to perufe it, who finding that it fee- 
med to be written as if it had beene directed againft 
the bufinefle in agitation , did by their authority 
make the father tranflateit into Italian, and pre- 
fixing a fhort epiftle in the ‘front, fent it to the 
prefle, Againft which little worke,Cardinall Bellar- 
mine having written, and givena particular en- 
counter 
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counter to the letter in thefrontifpice, and char- 
ging theauthor with falfeinterpretation, and with 
do&rine contrary tothat of thechurch, and after 
z fell co confute the little worke it felfe of Gerfon. 
Bet The father being engaged into a neceflitie of an- 
a | {wering, and withall of defending Gerfon: A booke 
was thereupon printed, which is now in being, and ~ 
ie intituled the apologie of Jobn Gerfon, in which , I 
Be am fure that learned & pious Catholikes who pre- 
im fer not ambition , and flattery of Court before the | 
ht cleare fountaines, their owneconfciences, andthe _| 
aha folide Catholique do&rine, having notfoundany | 
‘ied ching wanting either in the writers modeftie, nor | 
for depth of learning, nor inthe fufficiency ofthe 
defence, but the worke it felfe( being publique ) 
Jet the learned and pious profeffors ofthetruthbe _ 
the Judges. isla ty, | 
Leoni alfo wrote, ( who asin matter of elegancy 
and fmooth language, gave more {fatisfa@tion then 
| necded ){o inthat which concern’d foliditie and fub- 
fiance he came as far too fhort.And truely it isim- 
i poflible that he that of himfelfe is not capable ofa 
ras matter fhould be able to write fubftantially at ano« 
ther mans information, and how muchmorehe _| 
_ fhall ftrive by quaintnes of expreffionto give it or- 
nament, by fo much the workewill faile and be 
wanting in folidefenge, Nor yecdid itgive full —_| 
content to thofe that reade ic, and becaufe now in 
| themeane time, a number of little pamphlets flew | 
rt abroade in printe, which were full of petulancy and 
i impudence,and wherein either not touchingthe 
controverfie they {pent themfelves in il] language a- | 
gainft the Senate , and feditiousconceipts with the 
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people either perverted the ftateof the caufe by 
confuting their owne fantacies, and blotting of 
paper ima vanitie of difcourfe and flattering decla- 
mations, or by touching the difference with fo 
much {lightneffe diverted, ic to things that were 
impertinent. It was thought neceflary that father 
Paul himfelfe fhould fet pen to paper, which he did, 
and wrote a worke under the nameand title of Con- 
fiderationi {opre le cenfure. 

Of the pietie and folidity whereof the wi- 
feft are onely fit to be judges, and whether the con- 
futations that were made againft it be confutations 
or elfe confeflions of adefperate caufe. And becaufe 
againft that, as at a marke,the multitude of writers 
fhot all their arrowes: ( with which kinde of men 
our age “is furnifhe abundantly ) who make 
their gaine the end of their writing, and their ho- 
nour more then the truth, and among others find- 
that one father Bovio a Carmelite had written leaft 
foolifhly , the father was willing his booke fhould 
beanfwered by a booke that was called Le confirma- 
tioni, under the name of Maeftro Fulgentio,which if ic 
deferve commendations, muftbe onely attributed 
to thefather, by whofe dire&tions and help it was 
compofed, Hisisalfo ( though curforily written) 
la aggimita e fupplimento all Hiftoria degli ufcocchis 
befide the tedioufneffe ofthe lecter and documents 
of Signor Minuncio. And another little worke De ju- 

re afylop Petri farpi Furis, which isthe name that 
Padre Paolo was knowne by abroade. And an extrac& 
of awriting ofhis, made by publique order to give 
arule of uniformitie howto proceede in that mat- 
ter of the immunity of confecrate places through 
the 
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96 The Life of Father 
the whole dominions of Venice, bucit is more ample 
in the originall, as ic was prefented to the publique 
containing: particular lawes and treatiesthat had 
paft with the Popes. I have feene in thehands of 
fome of the magiftrates a long manufcripr which 
creates of the office of the holy inquifition at Venice, 
and ofall the ftate, but made by publique order ,_ 
which although ic feeme only reftrained to the par- 
ticular ufe of the moft excellent common wealth, 
yet, it is amoft fingular piece, and worthie( for the 
exquifitors and rare things which it containes , ) 
that all Princes fhould purchafe it as a precious 
jewell, not onely at the weight of gold,but as here- 
tofore the works of Democritus were bought. But 
it may well be believed, that thofe Lords which 
have it in poffeflion are not ignorant of that worth, 
but keepe it asa Jewell. - 

Thefe are the works of father Pay that are feen 
abroade in written hand, or in printe under his one= 
ly name; or that are certainely reputed to be bis, 
though madeupon divers occurrents. Becaufe that 
tractate of the interdi& fet out in propofitions 
was compiled by the common confent ofthe feaven 
divines, which at that time the common wealth 
Kept together to examine their difference with the 
Pope. Sincethen, an opinion hath got footing in 
in divers places. But in Rome tis publifhte for an un= 
doubted truth, that he was the author of the Hifto- 
ryot the Councell of Trent divided into eight 
books, and printed in Italian at London, and pre- 
fently after tranflated into all the moft common 
janguages of Exrope. And it may bethat Rome tooke 
that afflurance, the rather becaufe fora long time 
the 
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‘The father went gathering with extreame diligence; . 
whatfoever he could attaine to know, either by coft 
or friendfhip, {paring no labour about the cele- 
bration of the faid Councell, and not onely in Italy . 
but abroade. And at fuchtimes as it was lawfull for 
him to converfe with ihe Ambaffadours of forraine | 
Princes, which was betwixt his being a Divines ae 
jand a Canonift, untill his being made a confultor iq 
of ftate: he had all that while a free entrance into 
their fecrets. He was moft intimate with thofe of 
|France,with Ferrar, Demete and Fre{nes , and parti- 
icularly with Ferrier, who being prefent at the faid 
Councell of Trent,had many great memorialls (and 
letters which are the moft fecure and reall founda- bk 
tion of an Hiftory. }) Of this wee have an argument a 
although it be but a flight one which is, the infcrip- We 
tion of Pietro Soave Polane,whofe Anagrammatifme i 
makes Paolo Sarpio Veneto the name and furname of 
of the father. Butin thefe kindes of encounters the 
matter is infinite, thoughthe labour be but vaine; iy 
yet be ithow it will, Jam of opinion that a judg- 
ment of the fathers wifdome cannot be made upon 
his writings, except itbe with fuch a difcretion as 
the fubtile artificer, who by the fight of one of the +} 
clawes knows the greatnefle of the Lion, andasin a 
hiftories wee finde that by the meature ofa finger is th 
comprehended by the rule of proportion, the great- . 
neffe and vaftitie of the Coloffus at Rhodes,becaufe in 
workes that were written in fuch a neceflitie of 
difference and difpofitions, it wasa greater ftudy 
to know what was fit to be filenc’t then what to be 
fpoken. He that reades may well obferve the great 
modeftie where with he {peakes in a time whereas 
H Cwith 
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93 The Life. of Father 

C with fcandall to pofteritie ) he was become the 
obje& of all malignant and petulant pennes, dipt 
more in the poifon of Calumny, and maledi&ion, 
thenotinke; yetforallthis, asamannever pro- 
vok’t, he chofe with all exquifiteneffe rather to dee 
fend the caufe which he thought to be juft,then to - 
make anfwer to detraCtions. 

There is alfo tobe feene the Rubricks of 206 
chapters of a worke which he had in Idea ofthe 
power of Princes, which gives fome expectation to 
have beene the moft defir’d and important compofi- 
tion that ever appeared to the world: whereof this 
may ftand for a proofe, that he had extended the 
three firft chapters to fo greata comprehenfion of 
matter, he having with his owne hand beftowed 
the firft draught of them upon the moft illuftrious 
Lord Giorgio Contarini. This Lord,whotothe nobi- 
litie of his great houfe hath added an incomparable 
vivacity ot wit, a fingular judgment and other 
guifts which have rendredhimconfpicuous, ma- 
King a colle&tion of many rare things, efpecially of 
the vulgar writings ofthe greateft perfons, is poffeft 
ofthis, and will not fuffer it,as 1 believe,to goe out 
of hishands, becaufe fome of his Rubricks being 
difperft into divers Countryes, wherethere are men 
of famous learning and knowledge, might ftirre 
them up (ifit were poflible ) to undertake a conti- 
nuation of what the fatherhadonely left in Ideas 
wherefore to fend abroad the three faid chapters.as 
they weredrawneuy, would rather have beenea 
diicouragement then an incitation, for feare of fall- 
ing upon that deformitie which Horace fpeakes of, 
Flumane capiti cervicem pictor equinam jungere os 
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for otherwife , that Lord befides his confidence of 
finding inaFrier fucha Magazine of eminent ver- 
tues, after he was growne acquainted , andhad got 
an intrinficke converfation with him, he did not 
honor him but ( as} may fay ) he adored him like a 
Numen. He by his great wit being capable to pene- le 
trate the excellency of thatdivinefoule, and after ie 
the fathers death no man was fo zealous as he to ho- Ht 
nourhismemory. This was he who atter the father 
was dead ( while they that fhould have done more, 
tooke the leaftcare ) Cas it oft happens in thelike 
cafes ) caufed hisimageto be made in chalke and 
after in mettall, that he might{ as he hathdone ) 
have it graved in mother of pearle,and cut in braffe. & 
And in all this having not fatisfied his fancy , he us ‘i 
fed all the meanes he could to get it done in mar- iif 
ble. Thefe were the effets and demonftrations uy 
a moft generous heart,'and arguments of a {ublime of 
incelle&. ia 
Here it comes to ptirpofeto infift upon the mani- 4 
feft injury which churchmen had done him, to | 
conceive fuch an enraged hatred, and fo unjufta- 
gaint his writings and deportment,during the time 
thathe wasemployedin the publique fervice , be- 
caufe inhis aétions he had alwaies abftained from 
making any recrimination, and had kept all the 
lawes of a true divine, and one that had in greateft 
veneration the fea ‘Apoftolike, and the Pontificall 
dignity and authoritie. And I would it had pleafed 
God that all menhad donethelike; For then the 
church had beene had in morehonour, .and that 
honour. had extended itfelfefurther, And asfor 
other mens writings, | would not have churchnzen 
H 2 chinke 
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thinke that at thac very time, there wasa want of 
perfons that made formal] anfwers to fo great ca- ° 
lumnies and maledi&ions againft the moft fe- 
rene Common-wealth,& the defenders of her caufe. 

But the father Payl did by publique command 
with his fix other Collegues, reduce himéelfe.in a 
Canonical! way to take examination of whatfoever 
was prefented co the preffe,& upon every thing there 
was a {peciall care that no offence might be given to 
the Court.And out of that refpect it is ,that there are 
fo many other writings which were never fuffer’d to 
be puc in print.And the great piety of the Common. 
wealth deferves an eternall memory, who for this 
end ( befides the other examen) had deputed there 
of the greateft Senators for age, for merit, and ho- 
nor, who after the report was made by thefaid di- 
vines, did themfelves review every thing before it 
went to the preffle wich a moft curious eye, that no- 
thing fhould be impertinent to the caufe , or offen- 
five to thecontrary part, who on thecontrary part 
are fo far from giving the like refpe& tothem, as 
the world well knowes, having given an eternall 
{candall to Catholique religion and sare grown to 
fuch a paffe,that the Catholick religionwith them is 
nomore, but what their owne intereft and arbitree 
ment dictates. 

And becaufe in the writings which at that time 
and fince are come forth upon feverall occafions 
Cit they may havelife, whereof there isno great 
appearance, and much leflereafon, except for this, 
that they favour the pretences of the Romane Court) 
the malediGions againft the poore father are in- 
numerable, the impoftures,the impudent Calum- 
nies, 
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nies, being the moft notorioufly falle, that perhaps 
were ever invented again fta man, whereat prudent 
and pious men need not wonder,but rather reniem- 
ber, that in all agesthere have not wanted {ome 
fuch peftiferous penns, who tobecome fervile to 
the Court, have adulterated fo many tractates under 
the name of holy fathers,& famous writers, corrupe 
ted true narrations, brought in fabulous legend 
and above all infe&ted the world, with impoftures 
and infamations of thofe , whofe works they were 
neither able to extinguifh nor confute. But fince the 
time that thefe religions are {et on foote which are 
{o much tied to the intereffe ofthe Court , this li- 
cence ofaltering, corrupting, lying, fayning,calum- 
niating isgrownefo great , that if other fe&s or 
ages fhould be put into the ballance with them, they 
deferve rather to be canonized then defended , be- 
caufe this kinde of impudency knowes no limits 
but hath a foundation beyond the ordinary To- 
piques. ill language is of eafie entrance, and falf{- 
hood is fpoken ina few words, but the confutation 
is of greateft difticultie,and requires long narrations 
whichare read with impatiency, and of but a few, 
and when a {lander is once goneabroade, they are 
very few that thinke themfelves concern’d in the ex- 
cufe of him that is flandered, or in difcovery ofthe 
truth : efpecially fince of the one fide the rewards 
and allurements are large,and of the other fide there 
comes little or no mundane advancement. 

But above all other thefe modernemen have 
their owne reafons to be inthis matter asthe old 
faying is Guaviter impudentes which is their fecurity, 
that how notorious focver the impofture be, yet it 
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fhall be faftenedto amultitude, and undoubtedly 
toan innumerable number of their devoted depen- 

dants , who without further difeuffion of truth te- 

ceive every thing upon other mens credit , as did 
in former times the difCiples of the Eleusinian myfte- 

ries,or(to fpeake nearer to the purpofe) thofe that 
were adherent to the Gnofticks and Manichees, and 
other fuch like fe&s with whom it was an onely ar~ 
gument to believe any exorbitancy, by an ( Ipfe dix- 
ic )and thus much wasneceflary to befaid concer- 

ning thefe writings. 

But in his a€tions Padre Paolo deferves rather a- 
mong Churchmen to have ablefled memory, And 
thus much the excellent Senateand common-weale 
will for ever teftifiehow unjuftly this wasobjected, 
that either he fought to ftir up any thing againft the 
Jawfull ecclefiafticall immunities,or counfelled any, 
thing that might redound to thediminution ofthe 
authority of the fea Apoftolicke. They will alfo 
teftifie, withhow much art and fingular prudence 
he hath often tempered that ardour which ( even 
in the moft moderate Citifens) the zeale of their 
libertie hath ufed to inflame againft any that are 
reputed offendors or ufurpers of their juri{didtion. 
They can alfo teftifie the great reverence where- 
with he hath alwaies {poken ; and written concer- 
ning the Popes and the Apoftolicall fea. Yet for all 
this moderation he could not prevent being cited 
to Kome to render an account of his written 
do&tine. To the citation he made anfwer bya 

Manifefto ( which is in print, ) wherein he pro- 

ved the ee of the Citation, and an impoffi- 

bilicie of transterring himfelfe to Rome, which yet 
remaines 
































Chichi Hgyegiti = .ft' “ee. 
SUG | A aaa 


a ee 
Caw 
_ 











































Paul the Venetian, 103 Hi 





Yemaines without confutation. And the confe- 
quence will prove whether he had reafon to truft 
himfelfe thither, whether it were juit that( as he had 
humbly petitioned) fo a fecure place might firft be 
affigned him to make his defence before further . 
proceeding. But without further ({cruple as ic was ee 
reported ) he went to Rome, but there was never a- j 
ny lawfull account or reafon yielded to declare ne 
him obnoxious to the cenfures or Ecclefiafticke pee e 
nalties,ic being a report, that they were fo farre fur- 
prized with his Manifefto, that they would never 
|. fuffer icto bepublifhed. Befides he drew a long a 
| writing which was after knowne to be prefented to 
the Pope himfelfe, wherein he made a briefe col- be 
le&tion of many formall Herefies and tyrannicall ; 
do&rines which are found among thofe defenders he 
which wrote on the Pontifical] part. As for his te 
owne writings hemade them this offer, that if they 
would decline that ambiguous and captious way of 
citation , pretending him guilty of heretical! pro- 
pofitions, {candalous, erroneous, offenfive to god- 
lie eares, Re(peétive, all the reft being made unintelli- 
gible by the addition ofthat ftrange word, Re{pectiz é 
but as if he had in particular, and by name gathesved t 
. & noted che wretched and falfe propofitions whieh he 
were in the writings of the Ecclefiaftiks, fo they 
would but deale with his writings,that then he of- 
fered ,himfelfe being fecur’d in an any place among 
Catholikes; there to hold difputation with any 
man, and prefently to retra@if there were any caute 
fhewed that required retra‘tation.And to this pur- 
pote the Embaffador an{wered his holineffe, carry- 
ing with him the faid writing which he imparrel 
H 4 t) 
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to thofe Prelates at Reme that defired to fee 
Ct. 

It feemed that God the juft Judge (at the fame 
time that this tempeft of perfecution was raifed 
againft him ) was pleafed in another kinde tocom- 
fore and relicve him. And as his divine majeftie doth 
not ufetoleave his fervants undera greater weight, 
then what by his holy grace they may fuftaine, en- 
creafing troubles out of his charitie, and his perfe- 
cutions coming from fo high a hand. He was cleere- 
ly healed of thofe great infirmities, which from his 
youth he had borne with an unconquered pa- 
tience, and under fuch a weakneffe of complexion, 
he himflfe then being as healthfull as he could 
wifh:excepting onely that of the Procidentia the fal- 
ing downe of his guts, whereof he made no great 
matter, having wich his inftrument found a meanes 
whereby it gave him no impediment at all. And the 
retention of his urine troubled himno more until! 
the feaventicth yeare of his age,for in this time that 
that wee {peak of he was but s 5° 

The fathers actions of this yeare would yield us 
matter of too longa difcourfe, the piety wherewith 
the moft excellent Senate did governe themfelves 
Cafter fo great an offence and continued injuries ) 
towards our holie Catholike -religion, andto- 
wards the Popehimfelfe, whohad donethe inju- 
ries, } their prudence in government, and charitie 
towards their fubjetts is partly feenein a particular 
relation which the father made by publique order 
for memories fake, which after ftole into the preife. 
Butiure it is that ic went printed into France, and 
there it was reprinted, Bui to returne to our Ppa 
poie 
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pofeswee finde in the memorialls that remaine in all 
hiftories, the deplorable tragedies that have fucceee 
ded when Popes have proceeded to excommuni- 
cate Princes and publifh interdiés, and no leffe 
when with rhe like cenfur’s,this excellent Common- 
Wealth was injur’d being paralelled with the fuccef- 
fes ofthis which hath continued above fixteene 
monthes; the father hath herein deferved eternall 
memory, or rather tobe canonized for one of the 
moft pious,holie, well deferving and prudent reli- 
gious men, that ever ferving Prince with uncorrup- 
ted faith did likewife ferve the holy Church,and the 
Popes themfelves.Ifthat be true which writers of the 
Ecclefiafticke part have publifhed in fo many prin- 
ted bookes, that the fathers reputation was fuch 
that all his confultations were received and execu- 
tedlike oracles. Becaufe icwas proceeded againft 
thofe religious men, who either for fcruple of con= 
{cience ( which were very few(or by way of faétion, 
and intereft difobai’dthe publique orders, withfo 
much favour that not any one ef them was punifht 
with death for any offence, and verie few deprived 
of libertie to goe where they lifted, A precedent fel- 
dome feene upon the like occurrents in other places, 
wherein the moft ference Common-weale made fo 
little ufe of the power againft offenders which God 
had given them to vindicate the injuries of males 
fa&ors. And to fay truth,the nature of the father 
was fo mercifull , that itforted well with the 
publique Clemency, nor was he ever confulted 
concerning any grievous publique offence, wherein 
he did not fweeten their deliberations as much as a= 
ny living man coulddoe, and excufe whatfoever 
Was 
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_was capable of an excufe, To be fhort, he never fer- 
ved as a ipur to any thing but to meekeneffe; he ne- 
ver ferved as a bridle to the prudence of that govern= 
ment, but onely in the reftraine of fome fiery {pi 
rits, and particularly in the examination of things 
that wete defired to be fent to the flampe. In his 
Owne writings, all his care wasto filence whatfoc- 
ver might give offence, not in what he could fay in 
defence, tor the matter was veryample, and the 
worke that lay uponhim was more in defalcation 
then addition. And they that have feen his‘originalls 
can make faith, how much he defired to ftand to the 
caufe wichout fuffering his pen to runne riot in 
any thing which by interpretation might be 
drawne into offence, although the malitious fub- 
tilty of fome flatterershath made it appeare, that 
there can be nothing fo moderately fpoken , which 
is not {ubje& to depraved expofitions. 

The fa&tion of the Court had ( among other ar- 
tifices ) to get a victory in this controverfie, made 
ufe of this, to fend divers men under various pre- 
texts to feduce ( either by promifes, or threatnings, 
or both }) thofe that ferved the republique, parti- 
cularly , thofe religious men that made up the col- 
ledge of the feaven divines,as it happened, That two 
of them deviated from the dutie of their confciences. 
And truly they did their offices with fich violence, 
fo much of threatninp,as of promife,that if the juftice 
of the caufe of Venice had not been exceeding cleer,& 
the infamy of deferting it fo notorious after the 
Juft. of ic examined junderftood and defended, it had 
Deeneenough to have ftaggered a very folide braine. 

But fach was the conceipt of the very enemies of 
the 
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the fathersintegritie, that having attempted all o- 
thers by all their engines whereby their fidelitie 
might be fhaken, they durft not fo muchas moue 
the father by a word. And true it is, thac the Gene- 
rall of the Servi Maeftro Filippo Ferrart Aleffandrino 
being an intrinfike friend of the fathers, and going 
from Rome to Venice, Pope Paul gave him a ftrict 
commiffion to remove from the fervice of the com- 
mon-weale, two of his order, Frier Paul 5 and Frier 
Fulgentio with ample promifes ofreward. But the 
Generall made him anfwer, that for father Payl he 
thought he was able todoeno good. Andgoing 
to the Cardinal de Afcoli,with whom the father had 
had beene very intimate; and communicating his 
thoughts to him of attempting thatrevolt. The 
Cardinal! told him that he had feene the Fathers 
writings ,and thereby knew that it was but a loft la 
bour , & not to be attempted. This great and learned 
Prelateunderftood the foliditie of the Venetian reas 
fons, the fathers incorruptibilitie and his minde 
that was impenetrable either by allurements of 
Court, by ambitions; by profits orterrors. And 
when Don France{co de Caftro came extraordinary 
Embaffadour from the Catholique King to Venice, 
to treate ofan accommodation, having in his com- 
pany fome religious perfons of emenency, there was 
not one of them thatdurft open his mouth to the 
father to any fuch purpofe. Onely one of them once 
feca nettohave caught him , butinvaine. One 
Martino eAfdrale Vallone, one that was an excellent 
fpie, came to Venice , pretending a fatiety and ill 
fatisfaction of the Court, who having long addreft 
himfelfe to haunt the fhop of Sechim( whereof gon 
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haveheard. .) No man had better intelligence of 
what paft at Rome concerning that ‘controverfie 
then he. None more free to condemnethe fury of 
of the Pope thenhe. He was ofno abfard wit, and 
with much pratctife he grew cunning enough to let 
them know that the Pope was ofa vindicative {pirir, 
thereby laying a foundation to his defigne,which he 
had given him in charge,and it might be true. 

At the end of this yeare,and the comming in of 
1607. the accommodation was concluded for the 
King of France by the meanes of the Cardinall Pe- 
rone ,and the mediator of ithad beene the Cardinall 
of Feyeufey who by the interpofition of Mounfieuy de 
Frejnes Ambaffador for the Chriftian.king,had ufed 
all diligence that the father & he might meete toge- 
ther for conference, alledging that befides that he 
was comprehended by way of accémodation in the 
publique caufe as acountellor, hehad moreover 
{peciall commiffions to treate with him of things 
concerning his owne greatneffe.T he father penetra- 
ced the Cardinalls end, giving an account thereof to 
the publique, and thereupon the moft excellent Cole 
ledge, were defirous to heare the fathers owne opi-" 
nion,remitting the refolution to his only prudence, 
and to them he gave fuch an anfwer, that by thofe 
moft wife Senators ic was refolved, that he fhould 
not treate with the Cardinall. And among other 
reafons, the Senate never being inclined to grant 
either benediétion or abfolution to fuch as needed 
itnot, they could not forefée to what end it -wasto 
rant a private conference betwixt fo great a 
Cardinall anda Frier. And although the Father where 
** of bimfelfe very {paring 10 {peake, yet it was in the 
. power 
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“power of others to make it more or leffe as they pleafed. 
© Nor can be that ferves a Prince have a wov{e encounter 
“ being already bated for anothers fake, then to beare 
© 4 thing whereby one part may be made jealeus without 
© hopes of pleasing the orber. When the agreement 
wasmade , it was one ofthe conditions, that the 


-€ommon wealth fhould give thankes to all 
 thofe that werenot fpecified by their names in that 





_ revolt. By reafon whereof many returned backe to 


theftate thathad grievoufly offended the publique. 
And the father was alfo comprehended in Indivi- 
dyo, which wasathing beyond the courfe of com- 
mon reafon , or the doétrine of lawes, that peace 
being made with the Prince, it fhould not be inten- 
ded to be made with all his Councellors. All which 
afterwards the Pope himfelfe Pau! the V- did nomi- 
nally ratifietothethen Embaffador, Francfto Con- 
tarini; (and at this day the moft ferene Prince and 
Duke of Venice.) And the truth of thus much fhall 


| beverified by things fubfequent. That the Pope 


fpeaking of father Paul in individuo faid,that he had 
given his benediéion to all,and was not willing 
there fhould be any more words of what had paft. 

Vpon which promifes offo great aPrince, and 
upon the integritie of his owne confcience, the fa~ 
ther repofing himfelfe in all cleereneffe and tran- 
quillity, ferving his natural] Prince with that faith 
and diligence which he kept incomparably to his 
laitbreath. It fell after divers times into debate, 
whether the father fhould goe to vifite the Nuntio 
Geffi, that was fent to Venice after that accommoda- 
tion. It was anfwered that it was but an office per- 
formed in relation to thelr owne Embaffador at 
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Rome, and howfoever that it was but an expreffion 
of reverence; And it being referred to hisowne 
confultation : He for his part (hewed himfelfe moft 
willing, but yet with regard had to the manner 
how Nuntios ule to ereate with the Prince himfelfe, 
having power tocolour their treaty witha pretext 
of religion; whereupon it was refolved, thathe 
onely ufea fet forme of precife wordsthat were prea 
{cribed him trom the moft excellent Colledge. And 
further what he fhould tolerate, and what he 
fhould replie co ,‘in cafe the Nuntio,as he pretended, 
fhould fall upon the caufe. This had fo much vari- 
etie of opinions and contrariety , that the bufineffe 
without refolution fell to the ground, But it hath 
fince happened, that the greateft Prelates of this ftate, 
as well Patriarchs as Bifhops, have indifferent] 
upon all occafionstreated with the father of chet 
affaires, fome vifiting him in his Monaftery, and 
others {fending to invite him to their houfes. 

It fell out atthis time when the differences were 
already compofed in Venice, that Gafparo Scioppio a 
man well knowne to the world by his writings in 
printe, coming from Rome to pafle into Germany(as 
hefaid ) or that he brought with him ( asit wasalfo 
faid ) a writing full ofreproach againft the repub- 
lique to be printed in Gerraany, befide, other wri- 
tings full of impiety (as that of ,Frier Tomafo Cam- 
panellaa Dominican (who having attempted to be- 
tray Cofenza into the Turks hands)was at that time 
kept a prifoner in the caftle of theege by the Spa 
niards; In thatofthis, he gave documents to the 
King and government of Spaine,how under certaine 
pretexts of religion they might impropriate the pa- 
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pacy, orelfe ftir uphis Holineffe co raife new, con- 
troverfies againft thelefler princes, continuing the 
praGife untill he found an opportunitie to feaze 
upon their eftates, and fo proceeding as he would 
have the Spaniards doe,untill they had getten the 
Pontificate into one of their owne, that they might 
be both King and Pope atonce, or elfe that the 
Pope might be held on as an inftrument of the op- 
preflion of others. Whether it were for this, or tor 
any other fecret caufe that he had incurr’d publique 
indignation, he was detained in prifon three er 4 
daies( if they were fomany ) and afterwards by 
publique order he had libertie to goe where he 
lifted. 

But Schoppie was defirous to treat with the father, 
and they difcourfed together in mattersof learning 
very long, and particularly of the do&rine of the 
ancient ftoicke, which he profeffed he would recal] 
to light out of the thick darkneffe wherein it was 
obfcured, befides many other learned thoughts of 
his, and very much alioin matter of ftate, efpecially 
concerning the proteftants of Germany. And fo fall- 
ing into neerer difcourfe with the father, he began 
to let him know that the Pope likea great Prince 
had long hands, and having conceived fome deepe 
offence againft him, it was impoffible but that it 
would fall heavy upon him, and that if he had defi- 
red to have him flaine he did not want the meanes. 

But that the Popes intent was to have him 
alive into hishands and to fetch him from Venice, 
and bring him to Rome. Yet nevertheleffe he offe- 
red himfelfe ( whenfoever he pleafed ) to treate fox 
his reconciliation, and with as much honour as * 
cou 
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could defire, affirming thathe had many treaties in 
charge with the proteftant Princes of Germany a- 
bout their converfions.To this the father anfwered, 
that hehad done nothing for which his Holineffe 
had reafon to be offended, that hehad defended a 
ajuft caufe, Thathe was extreamely fory that fuch 
a defence as was made, fhould be encountred with 
the Popes indignation; That in the accommodati- 
on he was individually comprehended, and that he 
could no way prefuppofe a falling of publique faith 
in a Prince. But as concerning his being flaine,that 
that of all things troubledhim the leaft, That it 
was a thing plotted againft Emperors, executed up- 
on Kings, and great Princes,not againft private men 
of fo low a fortune ashis was. Butiffuch a thing 
were defign’d againft him , he faid he was prepared 
to fubmit himfelfe to the divine pleafure, and that 
he was not fo ignorant of humane condition, but 
that he knew what was to be thought both of life 
and death, and whether ( of him that knewthem 
both well, ) they were either of chem tobedefired 
or feared more then was neceffary. And if he fhould 
caufe him to be taken alive, and carried to Rome, 
yet all the power ofa Pope could not arrive at this, 
to makeanother man_patrone of his life before him- 
felte,and that he was refolved to be the patrone of 
his owne life before the Pope. For the reft he gave 
him many thanks for his good affe€tion,not caring 
to make any partie for him felfe,or his owne fafety, 
fince his caufe was fo united with the publique, that 
they could not be difjoyned. 

Thofe two propofitions of killing or taken him 
alive feemed fomewhat ftrange, but that iit o4 
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lowed, not long after will make it cleere that Sciop= 
) pio {pake upon good ground, and that the things 
) were already defigned. He went away from Venice, 
) and ina fatyricall compofition relating that he had 
| congreffe with father Paul. He attefted that he had i: 
found him nec ind.éum nec tamidum. But the father ) 
was fo good of himfelfe, that he was not able to | 
thinke an il thought,but believed whether that the(e ie 
were both conceipts of Scioppio , befides that of his i 
owne nature he was beyond meafure undaunted, 
and eing fo refign'd to the will of God, he lived a 
moft confident in his owne innocency. And though Li 
he were often admonitht to have a care of himfelfe, 
by thofe Lords that ‘were the Inquifitors of 
fate (this isa fupreame Magiftracy in Venice to 
whom many fecret things are made knowne) to 
whom intimation was’ given, that there was a ma= ne 
chination againftthe fathers life, which they ( ih i 
theircharitie }) as often warn’d him of that he miglit 4 
be put upon his guard; yethe feemed to take no it 
care of himfelfe , » either. out of the greatneffe of his t 
{pirit ( as they that have had often experience cant 
pive aflurance ) orelfe by being fecure that nothing 
could happen without the divine difpofition , and 
that thofe things which are appointed by God, can 
not be hindred by any humane caution or warning; 
but that rather many timestoo much caution & {a= 
litude are among the caufes of contrary events, and 
efpecially in fuch accidents, where travell may be 
both uncertaine and infinite. Certainely he was ne= 
ver enclined to change his accuftomed manner of a4 
life in theleaft kinde, but wouldeverfay, thatic A 
wasindifferent to him to die this way or that Way; : 
J Onely 
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onely that he might die jultified becaufe he was-re- 
folved that in’ no.way death fhouldever take him 
unprovided. And among theexcellent vercues of this 














man, itwasnot the leaft, that he never valued his 


life,fo itis a rare example of him that hath this refo- 
Jution rooted inhis minde,that it is an indifferent 
thing cither to live-or to die. vo 

Six moneths after this accommodation happened 
an accident, which gave the world much totalkeof, 
and confirmed Scbioppio that he had not f{poken in 
the aire , nor that thofe iterated admonitions to the 
father to guard himfelfe werefuperfluous ; becaufe 
in the evening of the firft of Ofgfober about 3 of the 
clock , the father returning home to his convent 
from Saint Marco.:a Santa Fo{ca,and coming downe 
neare the foote of the bridge; was affaulted by five 
aflafines, a part making watch, and the reft to doe 
execution. So that the . inriocent father had three 
wounds with ftillettoes ;. whereof two were giveni 
him in the necke, and.one in his face, which entred 
at the right eare and came.out, againe betwix his 
nofe and his right checke, Fhe affafine-could not pul 
backe his ftillecto,becanfe it had paft the bone'where: 
itftucke fo fatt,& went, fo fax in that it was bearded. 
Inthe fuccefie of humane things, divine providence 
is ever to be admired, where humane prudence’ va- 
nifhes out of fight, it being moft certaine chat in 
actions there isan eternall force, anda long chaine 
of caufes, fo far without us, that-neither our know- 
ledge nor any confideration of ours, can ever come 
n-are. It wag.above three monthes that che father 
C except that night ) was never leftalone, but had 
in his company befide Fra. Marino his fervant, Padre 
Fulgentio 
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| Fulgentio, with another companion of fpiric and 
' valour, | ; | i 
For although the caveats to looke to himfelfe a 
| Were: now very frequent, yec thefe religious mien if 
walkt about with an intire confidence , tearing no {- 
ill, becaufe they knew they did none, but had de- 1 
fended fo jufta caufes and believing that the heate of f 


the controverfie being once over, no man could be 
of {fo impious and: tyrannicall a minde to prefiime 
( after fo folemnean accommodation) to give the iid 
worldand all Princes fo wicked an example, ortd it 
thinke that Princes had not learned perfons al waies : 
about them to be able to defend cheir aGions 5 but id 
that they muft em ploy muctherers, and cutthroates, 
That night it happened he was left by Padre F ulgen- 
jio, and his other companion, and it was upon this. 
occafion. Two daies before by a cafuall fire, there i 
were fome houfes burnt in a ftreet that leades to- 
| wards Saint Markes,and Fulgentio hearing men talke 
ofa fire, and that iccouldnotbeextinguifht , was ty 
defirous to goe fee it asking the fathers leave, and 8] 
intending at hisreturne to goe home with him. But 
_ making his ftay fomewhat longer then he intended; ib 
and believing the father to be gone home by the way | 
_ of Saint Lio, came home himfelfe to the Monatftery, Fs 
by reafon whereof the father was that onely time 
left fo long together with his onely fingle compani- if 
on, who having behind him {words drawneand i: 
gunnes, was feized by one of themurtherers, and 
had his armes ftreight pinniond behinde him, while 
another of the murtherers thought he had dilpatcht 
the father, and theretipon gave over; leaving behind rt 
€ asicis {aid ) the ftillecto inthe wound , thenthey . 
12 tooke 
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cooke up their gunnes into their hands to terrifie 
fuch perfons as were like to make noife or puriue 
them. After which Fra.Marino being left by him that 
held him bound, and feeing three other of the mur- 
therers ftand together and {hoote their gunnes, he 
cooke his heeles and ranne away ina fright. A 
pi good old man Aleffandro Malipiero deferves much to 
t be remembred upon this occafion for a fincere 
and vertuous foule adorn’d with folide - piety 
without hypocrifie,a friend of truth. This good man 
being very nobly borne was yet more noble in the 
integritie of his life being of aconftant and wife 
judgmentin a decrepiteage , and had ufed every 
A evening to accompany the father ( to whom he bare 
| a fingular love and reverence ) which was alfo en- 
-terchangeable betwixt them. He went alittle way 
before the facher, fo that by the advantage of the 
iia bridge,the Affafine hada full opportunity to ftrike 
ft = and gave him fifteene ftabbes, with his ftilletto as it 
Be was {eene by fome gentlewomen who ftood in their 
; windowes, and the holes were afterward counted in 
his hood, and the coller of hisdoublet, but he was 

| onely wounded by three of them, wherein is eafily 
| feene a particular divine prote&tion , which depri- 
Lf ved the murtherer both ofhis wit and force, who 
with one light ftabbe either in his flanke or the 
chine of his back might have flaine this innocent | 
man, that all the while neither ftir’d nor {poke one | 
he _ word, but ( as himfelfeafter reported ) he thought 
| Pee that at the two firft ftilletato’s he felt like two | 
me blowes ftrucken with fireatone inftanit, and at the | 
Ere third, as if agreat weight had fallen upon him with | 
Bi fome aftom{kment, which he felt but ina confufed | 
a manner | 
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| per APS. 
manner. The women inthe windowes raifed an 
outcry, and the Signor Malipiero turnd backe againe 
and feeing the ftilletto fticking faft inthe fachers 
head with all his {trength puld it out and began to 
cry out murder, ard perceived immediately two of 
them with their piitolls in their hands running 
downe the ftreete of Saint Marcilian, and from 
thence to Corte vecchia della miferecordia , attheend 
of which they had a gondola ready, and their compa~ 
nions that tarried for them, from whence they fa- 
ved themfelves in the houfeof the Popes nuntio, 
then refident at Venice and from thence the fame 
night they paft to the fhore, where having prepared 
aflat boate with ten oaresand well armed ( which 
waited for them )they went therin towards Raven~ 
na y or (as{omefaid ) to Ferrara. But it being di- 
vulg’d, & underftood that the A /fzfines had firft {hel- 
tred themfelves in the Nuncios houfe,the infurre&ti- 
on and concourfe of the people was fo great 5 that 
although it were very lateat night, the houfe was 
furrounded, and what with reproachfull words,and 
popular clamours, the perfon of the Nuncio himfelfe 
was {eene to be in manifeft danger ; The high coun- 
celloften were faineto fend hima numerous and 
publique guard to prevent the occafion of a grie- 
vous inconvenience. The murtherers were not {fo 
quickly purfued as they might have been by another 
{trange accident. Some Comedians who were allow- 
ed that night to reprefent at the theater which was 
at Saint Luigi, where there-was acted one of thofe 
Comedies whichthey call Opera con intermedii, a 
Comedy with muficke, and there was come thither 
all the neighbourhood ; fo that inthofe ftreetes of 
h2 the 
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the parifh ot Sanra Fofca,the like number of people 
: had not beene feene together at any time, by reafon 
4 whereof the murtherershad a more fecureretire- 
j ment. The executioner of this affafinate was one 
Ridolfo Pomaswho at firft being a merchant in Venice, 
and efteemed for aman of honor,bucfailing three- 
in was retiredto Naples for the recovering of fome 
othis debts, and from thence he went to Rome, 
% where he was alfo well refpe&ted. But every man be- 
mI, gan to wonder at the intimacy which he had got 
) with the Cardinalh Borgsefi , who brought him'to. 
his unclethe Pope, from whony by great favour 
he obtained a promife that two of his daughters, 
( which were left inthe ftateof Venice )fhould be 
received Nunnes intoa Monaftery there.And he put 
fome of his friends into an amazement by writing 
to them, that ere long ( having recovered fome of 
| his debts } they fhould fee: him in a gallant conditi- 
Ve on, and by his letters ic might be gathered that he 
f 1a conceived hopes.as high as to be madea Cardinall ; 
pe ae This was the condu&or of theplot , together with 
np one Aleffandro Parrbafio of Ancona, and there were 
companions added to them,Giouant of Florence the 

| fonneof Paul, who that he might remaine at Venice 
| without being fafpetted till the treafon were grown 
ripe tor execution, caufed himfelfe to be: lifted 
j with a company of other fouldiers , which wereto 
ferve under acaptaine of fome fhips that were bound 
for Soriaand Alexandria. And one other there was 
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Bie by the name Pafquale da Bitento, whowasalfoin 
Bae: in pay with another company, being all of chem ex- 
| v | perimented men in fuch kinde of profeffions, as it 
ie | may be well concluded by the reft of their at 
ah ae who 


<etebnsibate 


Wi tes. 


& 
4, . 
ae 





chit * frit 
siiibareebiris! dati: aes 


Pe ws 
re ee Oh 
ae 
oe 





Cad 





al 4 












Paul'the Venetian 119 i 


Renee Saher ie ee rer itinens nnd) PE 
whowere all , or for the moft part either banifhe 

men, or fugitives. - ; 

The {pie or guide of the plot,was a Prieft Wichiel 
Vitiot Berganio who tad {ometimes officiated in t} 
the holy Trinity in Venice, which puts us out of t- 
doubt, how many monthes this bufineffe had beene : 
hatching before ic came to light. Becanfe this Prieft 
in lent before, under colour of being much taken 
with the fermons of father Fulgentio, had ufed to'go 
every morning into the convent of the Servi, to 
the dore of the pulpit ( which anfwers to the i 
inner part of theconvent |) and treated withhim | 
verie courteoufly, to be fatisfied by him infome 
fcruples of con{cience, and continued his refpects e- 
very day by faluting him and conferring with 
him of things which concerne the foule. So ea- th 
fily and ordinarily jsreligion made a ftalking horfe 
or inftrumentofthe greateft wickedneffe by thofe 
who being either falne from aright courfe, or elfe 
fatcinated by fome more potent error, fuffer them- 
 felves to be guided by a’blinde obedience. 

Before the fucceffe of this curfed a&, father Fyl- 
gentio had many times obferved, * that ashe came 
home with the father over the bridge of Santa Fofca 
either atthe one or at the other end of the bridge, 
he had feldome or never failed to encounter one | 
while with one, and another time with two foul- i 
diers, which proved afterwards to be thofe'verie 
murderers, And becaufe he perceived that they lookt 
narrowly upon the father, and being gone pafthim, 
turned againe to looke backeafterhim, hebegan to 
advife him of fome danger that was toward him.But 
the father reprehended him of too much curiofitie 
{4 and 
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and {ufpition, becaufe {uch things as muft take effec 
¢an bynohumane forefight be prevented. 

Before we returne to the wounded father I would 
defire the reader to tollerate a little tranftempora- 
tion, and digreflion concerning the murtherers, be- 
caufe the minde is feldome fatisfied without hearing. 
fomething of matter of events. It was verified by 
publiquereport, that when Kidolfo Poma came with 
his. confederates to Venice, he tooke upa thoufand 
crownes at the chamber of Ancona,and coming to. 
Ravenna after the fa&, with the newes that father 
Paul was {laine, he was honorably welcomed, it be- 
ing alfo faidthat from the chamber of Ravenna he 
received a thoufand crovnesmore, but this I doe not 
afiirme, becaufe I have itnotupon any certainety. 
There he got acoach anda guard of armed men, 
and in the otherricesof Romagna they went with 
their Harquebufes in a kind of triumph. Soin 
their way asthey went they were entertained and 
carefit in all places by Governours untill they came 
to Ancona, .whetherthe fame by Sca being got be- 
fore them, that the father was wounded but not 
dead,did turne their glory.into fome Ecclipfe. Then 
they arrived at Rome where though they were 
well received with affignation of entertainement: 
yét their expeCtation was unfatisfied and there they 
continued untill they fell all into their feverall 
difafters, "| 

The Prieft Michel Viti was clapt upinprifon | 
in the Tower of Nina ( whereof I couldnever yet 
know the certaine caufe) where findinga Frierof | 
father Peuls order in prifon, whotold others ofhis _ | 
order, thefoolith things which hehadheardfrom | 

| Michel 
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| Michel Viti, and what promifes had beene made him 
| &the manner ofthe whole bufinefle,wherein he faid 
| hehaddone the Church very great fervice.As for 
: Poma ashe was apprehended by a provoft marfhall 4 
he was fhot above thefhim’, orfo wounded thathe 4 





died of ir. Hisfonne that was with him, and he, 
were fent to Civita Vecchia, where hediedin prifon | 
very miferably. There was alfo feerie fome yeares af- i: 
ter another fonne of Pomiani in Venice,a young man tf 
of great ftature, and beautiful afpe&, but out of his 
wits, and followed in the ftreete by acompany of Hei 
boyes, ragged in clothes, and begging his bread: He | ig 
was borne for an example of Gods punnifhment i 
which paffeth from fathers to their children by a ter- 
rible vifitation. | ht 
Of the other three] cannot tell the particular ny 
fucceffes, nor which of them was beheaded at the he 
Cattle of Perugia. But true it is, they cameall to ill | 
ends. And becaufe in Rome after they were fecur’d it 
and ftipended for a time, it came after toa refoluti- 
on of caftingtheminto prifon, or banifhing them 
( as effect made itappeare , )fo the caufe is in con- 
cealement , sas it ordinarily comes to pafle in the u 
refolution of great Princes. It was imputed to their a 
impatience becaufe the promifes were not per- ti 
| formed ,- it being reported that Poma was to 
receive roo0o0 crownes , and the others very great } 
fummes , which was the caufe why they began to i 
{peake in derogation of the Cardinall Borghefe, ? 
and of the Pope himfelfein extravagant language, 
difcovering too cleerly that which wasunperfectly 
executed, could have no abfolute praife nor due re- 
ward,no not from thofe that could have given luftre 
to 
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122 The Life of Father 
to athing that wasdone, | and had therefore beene 
better wrapt up in filence. Then it was faid or char~ 
ged upon them thatthey heldaconfpiracy to kill . 
both Borghefe and the Pope. (Such is the fascunditie 
of finding out caufes in Courts , and efpecially in 
Italy.) That which I conceive more probable is that 
was told me by a Prelate now living, that about the 
fame time Ridolfo the Emperor being dead , and his 
brother Matthias to fucceede him, the Pope fent the 
Cardinall Mellin as his legate into Germany to in- 
tervene in that aGtion,upon thofe ordinary pretenfi- 
ons which the Popes have had alawies in the creati- 
on of Emperors.At his return to Rome he told them 
that the Catholiques of Germany tooke: very great 
{candall, that perfons which were guilty of:fuch ac- 
curfed crimes fhould finde entertainement at Rome. 
and that thereupon the Heretikes tooke occafion to 
publith odious writings againft the perfon of the 
Pope, and tothe reproach ofall the order of Car- 
dinalls. This difcourfe came to the Popes eares, or 
was elfe fomented by the bold words which were 
{poken concerning the non-payment of the 10000 
crownes which had beene. promifed, and thereupon 
a juft provocation given. 

True it is, thathegave order they fhould be put 
away from Rome, although not without entertain- 
ments in other places. This feemed to themiathing: 
of fo much fharpneffe that they began to lament 
that they were betraied, and that thofe-werenot the 
promifes which had beene made them, and for 
which they had put themfelves upon {uch evident 
dangers. of dying upon gibbets, and now'to faile 
with them in matter of faith, and’in fuch manner as 
had 
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had beene infamous among the very Turkes, but the 
provoking fo much the mindes of thofe great men, 
that are impatient of the leaft injurie, was the canfe 
that the forefaid ill fortune fell fo heavy upon them, 
approving that old faying.** That no kinde of Traytors 
are pleafing to Princes, and that divine juftice though 
“with alame foote failes not to overtake the [wifteft 
“forerunners. 

Now returning to our wounded father, the firft 
thing ( afterhis wounds were bound up and he 
tumbled upon hisbed ) was toprepare himfelfe 
inhisfouletoGod; toreceive( as he did the next te 
morning) the moft holie communion in the grea- i 
tefthumility, entreating all theother fathers that 
were prefent with many tearesin their eyes to ex- 
cufe bim, ifby the impediment of his wounds. he 
were not able to fpeake muchas he defired to have 
done, ) that he might by greater demonftrations of 
the forrow for his fins'have beggedia pardon of God. 
And (as it is the order of that Government )the A+ 
vogador being come to take his examen,( who was 
then Signor Girolamo Trivifano, and at this time Ge- 
nerall in Gandia ) the father told him, that he had 
no enemy that he knew of, nor had he knowneany. i 
Onely he praied the high Councell often thatas he 
with all his heart. did pardon him that offended 
him; fothey would makeno other demonftration 
of it, but what might ferve to defend him better, if 
God fhould be pleafed to prolong his life any fur- 
ther, exprefling in hisa&ionsasachriftian, and 
fonne of the heavenly father, his due obedience to 
the Gofpell, and asa Philofopher that he had era- 
dicated out ofhisfouleall {pirit of revenge ( which 
16 
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The Life of Father 


isa kinde of favage Juftice, but deeply inferted into 
humane nature. ) It wasnota fingularaction of 
hisupon this offence alone but obierved by him for- 
merly, and after in the whole courfe of his life, ne- 
ver to procurea revenge although the injurie were 
never fogreat, and the moft that was ever heard 
come forth of that bleffed mouth of his cafe of his 
wrongsthough moft unfufferable in words or wri- 
tings, or actions,was to fay fometimes with a ferene 
face,Videat Dominus & requirat. 

The next morning the General Filippo Aleffan- 
drino, hearing of the bufineffe , came in all haft to 
vifitehim; (having beene intimate friends together) 
and when he had heard how thebufineffe had been 
a&ted. HefeMl intofuchan amazement that having 
éommunicated his commiffions to Fra. Fulgentio, he 
remained for a while {peechleffe. 

But obferving hisowne order in avoiding often- 
tation or unneceffary fhewes of weakneffe; it fell 
into confideration whether he fhould ufe the help 
of more then one for his infirmitie, and fo he was 
willing that Signor Alvife Ragora a young man but 
very difcreeteand in Chirurgerie ofa light hand, 
and no hard binding, fhould giue attendanceupon 
him. But the condition of his perfon 5 and the pub- 
lique refpe&ts conftrained him to give way that al- 
moft all the famous Phyficians and Chirurgions in 
Venice fhould havea hand in his cure ( befide fuch, 
as by publique order came thither from Padua) a- 
mong whom was Girolamo Fabritio, Aquapendente(an 
old friend & an admirer of the fathers vertues)And 
he was commanded not to ftirre from the Convent, 
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| the Azatomy Lecture at Padua }) untill it might be dif- 
cerned whether the maladie would determine to 
life, or death, it being very long in doubt of judg- 
| ment whether the one or the other. Becaufe befide | t 

that the wounds themfelves were very grievous, and 4 t: 
much more by the complexion of that was woun- | 
ded, being fo extenuated in nature that when atthe 
beft,he feemed buta Skeleton(fo diftin@ly might his 
| bones be numbered ) as alfoby fo great a ‘loffe of 





— 








blood,that left him almoft bloodleffe, continuing 
morethen 20 daies before he could move or lift up 
hand. Tothis was added another accidentall mif- 
chiefe wich was reall. The multiplicity of Phyfici- ty 
ans which isa mifery common to great perfons,be- i 
caufe fome were of opinion that the-wounds by the ry 
blackneffe of their orifice gave an argument of a iis 
poifoned weapon, and others that the treacle in the aE 
medicaments had caufed inflammations, and it fee- 
med to fome that the inflammation went not farre, it, 
but might bepared away, whereby the patient 
was forced to {uffer as much by his Phyficians as by 
the difeafe, which was very long with divers recru~ i 
defcencies and prognoftiques both of life and death. 
In all which continuance the father behaved 
himfelfe with his wonted piety and conftancy. 
Wherein he was much tobeadmired; nordid he . 
forbeare in his greateft dolours fometime to pleafe i 
himfelfe with his owne conceipt. Asat onetime he . 
fet all the Phyficians, and Chirurgions a laughing, 
that were not leffe then a dozen about him, becaufe 
ashe was in drefling, Aquapendente {aed that the 
ereateft wound was not yet cured, the father fo- 
dainely replied, J, bucthe world will have it that it 
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wasgiven Stylo Romane curie. And thé fame night 
being laid in hisbed, and being told that the ttile 
was there which was left fticking in hishead, he 
éaufed it tobe brought him, and having felrit with 
his fingers he faid immediatly icis not filed, 

Not many houres after, there ran a fame thatthe 
affafines whereapprehended. Thofe that were pres 
fent, and yet alive, make faith that. upon the newes 
he feemed to be much difpleafed faying, -perhaps 
they may difcover fomething that may give {candall 
to the world, and prejudice to religion, which wee 
may the berter believe he faid,becaufe he had recei- 
ved affurance, that they had betaken themfelves to 
the houfe of the Nyntio, as alfo of the tumult which 
wee told you of. Bat inthe whole courfe of his in- 
firmitic he never fhewed the leaft figne of paine, as 
in emplaftering, in cutting to widen orifices, which 
being. made witha ftile, and fo deepe, require dila- 
tation by the rules of art.:: And» becaufe the bone of 
theupperjaw was broken, many times when the 
wounde made a fhew of healing, nature making 
abicefle toexpell corruption, renewed alwaies the 
inflammations with excefles of confiderable fevers 
untill {uch time as it was’ abfolutely healedy and the 
icarres remaining in his face; both at the’entrance, 
and comming forth of the weapon. | 

Aleffandro Malipiers would have the tile as due to 
him becaufe he puld ir out of the wound, Bat con- 
fidering the fucceffe, which if it were not full of mis 
racle ,_ was yet a particular demonttration of divine 
providence, and the moft {peciall cuftody ofthe ine 
nocent father , fo he was content it fhould’ be hang 
at the feete of acracifixe in the Churchofthe Servi, 
(where 
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( where it yet remaines ) with this inicriprion, De? 
filio liberatori. 

The day after the receipt of his wounds he recei- 
ved the newesof the death of Mounfiear de Maiffe, 
Which affli&ed him with an immente griefe, where- 
of he made demonttration to Pietro Affileneo faying. 
Wee have loft cur deare friend Monfieur de Maiffe.This 
#5 a wound which admits no remedy. And in this humane 
condition of ours where among friends wee muft expec? to 
be either a (peétator,or a {j pectacle, and as the father loved 
bim fincerely {o in bis loffe be became {enfible of such dif- 
content and forrow. 

The moft ferene Republique could not make a 
greater demonftration of their ref pects to the father, 
nor of their publique difcontent upon that acci- 
dent, nor of their munificence (their ordinary 
propertie ) nor of their charitie toward him that 
had beene their fervant , becaufe upon the newes of 
the accident, the excellent Senate that were then 
allembled, broke up immediatly without proceeding 
any further, with an univerfall murmur ofcondole- 
ment. Tire: Councell often being alfo met ( who 
have the judicature of the greateft criminal caufes) 
& there was that evening fo great a’concourfe of Se~ 
nators in the Convent of the Servi,that one would 
have thought that they had intended to have held 
4 Senate in the place. 

They {ent money to the Monaftery to befpent 
upon the cure, And befides the refort of the Pri- 
mary Senators,that ordinarily vifited Aim; He was 
fent to every day by publiqueperfons, andtheSe- 
nate commanded that che Phyficians thould goe to 
attend the Senate to make a true relation . the 
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ftate of thefather , and witcha rich recompence of 
achaineand Medalls; the Signor Aquapendente was 
created Cavaglier, for having attended upon the 
cure. And asfor fecuring the fathers perfon in time 
to come whatfoever was imaginable was done. 
As for the murtherers. who were prefently knowne, 
and difcovered by particulars from whence they 
came, and whitherthey went, they gavethem ba- 
| nifhment of the higheft nature that the Supreame 
“eat Councell:had ever done to any for crimes of the 
on greateft excefle. They. printed proclamations. alfo 
a with promife of ample rewards to the people or any 
ni man that at any time upon the like occafion (if any 
| fhould attempt to offend the father ) fhould raife 
themfelves to kill or apprehend the attemptors of 
any fuch offence with the fame rewards propofed to 
| whofoever fhould makea difcovery to juftice of a- 
bigeye ny plot or machination againf the faid father. They 
ne gave allowance alfo for the keeping of a guard a- 
ee bout him with libertie to bearearmes arm’d of any 
Be fort , and for maintayning thereof an encreafe of 
Beg . ftipend, with a houfe at Saint Marks at the pub-' 
ee lique charge where he might remaine in fe- 
| curitie. : 
t But the father was refolved never to change his 
Me courfe of life, andbefought them that he might con- 
art tinue in the Monaftery among hisbrethren, with 
whom hg had lived until] that age,affirming chat he 
could not tell how to live otherwife ,» and.chat was 
his calling, wherein they were content to gratifie 
> Bae him, onely caufing fome little buildingsto be added 
hey co his chamber,from whence by a little gallery, and 
a7 ' i | a ladder he might have the commodity.to take iam 
AW that 
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that when ichappened he was to returae from the — 
paste fervice ps to the Monaftery by night, 
emight not be expofed to crechery. 

Neceffity yet conftrained him in parte to make an 
eternall change of the tenor of his life. Becaufe 
(howbeit the ferene Republique had from the be- 
ginning affumed him into their fervice by afligning 
hima convenient ftipend, yet )he untill thofe very 
times was never willing tomake ufe of more then 
neceflity required without declining at all from the 
rigour of his religion, nor the povertie thereof; be~ 
ing content with that fimple food and rayment | 
without any alteration. . . 

But by this accident he was conftrained to gona 
more on foote from the Servi to Saint Marks, it be- 
ing neceflary to have paft through fome blinde al- 
leys. which had given opportunity to fuch as 
fought his life,butto ufe the commoditie of gondo- 
laes, for which confideration in fixteene yeares fol= 
lowing he hath b2ene accuftomed to embarke him- . 
felf,tanding at the Rzalto to $goe the reft of that little 18 
ftreete of the mercery in fecurity being fo frequen- i 
ted as itis, and by the advantage of a daily exercifée _ 
to keepe himfelfe in abilitie of walking, likewife 
heforefaw a neceflitie of. having 2 companions; the 
one to ferve him, and the other fora writer to Fra, 
Marco which.was one of them he gave him at two fe= 
verall times fix hundred duccats( befides a good res 
venew Of 50 per 4u. and upon the other Fra. Mars 
nie 390.in; banke to put forth 10 per Cent, becaufe 
he might havea fubfiftance, and afterward 40 per 
Annum.» >And befides this in the Convent it was 
thotight neceflary for him to enlarge his pte i 
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thofe that managed’ bread’ and wine, andto fome 
cookes he gave no leffethen 60 duccatsin one‘yeare. 
Nor will any that fhall- reade his life, efteeme it ei- 
ther imprudence or prodigallity, buetheneceffary 
detence of his owne life. He went yet further to give 
largely upon all occafions, and to be liberall among 

his conventualls , which things gayning him more. 
benovelence, and interefting many in his-‘conferva- 
tion, did likewife engage him to give over chat ri- 
gide refolutiom of not accepting thofe provifions. 

which wereafligned him from the publique munifi- 
cence, which al{o enabled him to cebente thofe a&ts. 

of liberallitie.- The habite of which vertue was fo na- 

tural! to him,that when he was at the pooreft‘of his 

fortune he never denied any thing that was.asked 

him, whether it were money ifhe had it, or elfeany 

of his bookes. And if it were not of neceffary ufe 
tohimfelfe, his parting with it was an irrevocable 
giving it away. And _ in thefe latter times that he was 
able to give almes and guifts, he hath given fo much 
to fome one, man that defired’ it of him by way of: | 

foane, that he that knowes ic affirmes*by: good: 
proofe that. it did amount to above 2600:diccats, 
And hismanner of lending was alwaies with this 
condition, shat except he redemandedit, they fhould>: | 
never offer to repay him ( as one that was willing 
to giveinfuchaway, that the thing chaehegave, 
fhould not have fo much of meaneneflé andinferi=: ’ 
oritie that it might be faidto be beftowed! JAnd very. © 
often he had in his mouth’ this faying Imitiamo Dio > 
e la natura, let us &c. who, whatfoever they'pive they | 
never expectagaine, and‘letus avoidethat Gom= 
mona error of fuch asthinke chat tolendis to-lofe, 
a or 
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or elfe put a friend’ to bluth or be affured. 

He made another change alfo in this, thac 
from that time forward > Whilehe lived, hene- 
ver'converft'abroade out of his chamber, in tlie Mo= 
naftery,except it were in publigte places, as the 
Church and'the quire, or coming to divine offices, 


ortotherefetory at meales, His life being ever af- 
ter, Hermite like and totally folicary, as farre asthe 
publique fervice could difpence with it, and his 
narrow world’was confined to his poore cell , ahd 
that little path betwixt the Rialtsand Saint Marke. 
Which is but the ftreet-of the Merzariatpending the 
rettof his time in'the exercifes of his foule in his nee | 
ver interrupted ftudies,and in the fervice of the pub- tf 
lique, or of his private neighbours;ic being came to 
thiat/paffe, that in all ‘farts of bug neffe' they came to 
him for advice, and ‘he gave anfier to all with fucH | 
meek nefeand profunditie, asifhe had beene every 
mans advocate; and'to this particular purpofe two 
| ftrange things fellinto obférvation The onethat 
| never any thing was propofed'to him, wherétd he 
| did'not‘as readily an folidely give an an{wer,as ifit 
had beene ‘if his onely ’ profeffion, anid yet he gaveno 
| refolation: nor aniwer fo fodainly that it fee- 
med? not’ to’ Beatid fttidionfly” confidered ‘af, 
and {ach an one’ as ir was impoflible ta be bettered, 
and in fixteene’ yearcs, there (eldome happened any 
matter of confequence wHerin he was not consulted” ’ 
becaufe’ from’ all ‘the cities that were fubje& to the’ 
figniory,in the inoftdificult caules his Opinion was 
alwaies defired', a8 iti teffaments,in matrimoities,in 
feofiments,in hereditaments, and even as farre asin 
| pointes of honor ‘forttie making of peace. 


Vomit thofe publique refpeéts wich concerne the hte 
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fubftance of government. In matters of benefices fo , 
abftrufe and various, in all kinde of Ecclefiaftike 
controverfies, itis a ftrange thing that his foote ne- 
ver trodeawry, nonotio much asthat the. .whole 
Court of Rome could ever finde any thing in his , 
judzments that was fic for reproofe. But asoftas,it 
happened that things went to confultation, although 
to the famous univerfities and colledges, iftheta- . | 
ther wereof a differentopinion from thofe. that . 
gave an{wer at the inftance of thepartie, . it was al- 
waies concluded in matter of judgment that the fa- . | 
ther had hit the naile on the head. In all fuices and 
proceffes of private perfons,his anfwers were alwaics 
taken for oracles. 

And here I may fummon the confciences ofa 
number of people that live, _to acknowledge this . 
for atruth , and whether in all chofe confultations 
which furpaffe thoufands , he hath ever beene 
knowneto erre inhis judgment. Thisis the difad- 
vantage of him that writes the life of this divine. 
foule ,. that thofe things which feeme hyberpolicall, 
and meerly Rhetoricall , come not neare the ex- 
preffion of that whichis, & which was morein fa& 
then canbe related. Of matters of government: it 
will not be neceffarie to fay more then. what the 
moft excellent Senate ( the very Idea of politique 
Chriftian prudence) knowes. Another thing was 
rare in him, that having yielded his fervice freely in _ 
private caufesas well of the Church asfecular(as if 
guifts had hada power of enchantment according | 
cothat fidtion of the poets Muneribus Divi placantur 
and thereby an adminiftration given toall mento | 
cake hecde of receiving them, fo he would never re- 
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ceive arecognition from any man,whatioever,10¢ © f 
the leaft valew,as others in the like kinde did or 
would have done, and fome have enricht themf{elves 
by great fummes of money that have not taken , ht 
paines to the tenth part of his employment. Beiides | 
many who underftanding his merits, have attempted De 
to fixa guift upon him:yet to the glorie of God and 
of this excellent creature, there isno man alivethat 
can fay that ever he received the leaft gratuity, be- 
ing alwaies content with this onely reward of ha- 
ving done well, and if when God and the publique 
were ferved he had any {pare time, he would not 
lofe a minute from reading or hearing others reade 
or forming Mathematicall figures upon papers or 
aftronomicall defignes of divers inftruments, which | 
when he had after torne in pieces, it was to fhew that tis 
he didit but to paffe away time. The greateft part of yo 
his time he beftowed upon the new ceftament and 
upon the moralls. In mactersof experiment the hu- 
mane underftanding is unfatiable, fuch was the life 
of thisfather, fingularly compofed of active and 
contemplative, alwaies yielding to God what he 
could; to his Prince what he ought; and of that | 
which belonged .to his owne dominion more then : 
he ought by any Jaw but that of charity. i 
But yet neverthelefle , this is fo pious, fo holy an 
infticute and order of his wasnotable to pleafe the 
implacable, as it happens with engines of many pite 
ces, and inftruments that though the motion tooke 
beginning from fome principall wheele neverthe- 
leffe that impreflion which it makes upon others 
doth not ceafe, though the principall move no 
more, nay rather that pa which is made up- 
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on. the lefler-Pieces drawes after it with violence 

that piece which gave motion from the beginning. 

So in fome governments the motion that tooke be- 
ginning from thePrinceand was derived, and after 
divided among many minifters ; followes and 
continues amotion'in them, although the Prince 
have abandonde it; ‘in like manner it happens con- 
cerning hatred and malevolence. ‘That the intereft 
of Court advancements take deepe roote with ma- 
ny that perfwade themfelves they fhall doe the Pope 
a verie great fervice, and ti’s growne almoft naturall 
for men to thew that they having an_affeftion to 
that which at firft they tooke from others, ( being 
none of their owne but fained that they may arrive 
at fomeend of their owne, ) and fo in progrefle of 
time forgetting themfelves becomereally tran{por- 
ted in theiraffeGtion, thelike being alfo obfervable 
in the corporall affeGtions of nature, asin infirmi- 
ties and difeafes of fancy. So there were many that 
from the beginning, knowing neither why or wher- 
fore, but onely thewing a hatred to the innocent fa- 
ther, and believing that in fo doing they ftrucke in- 
to thehumor of the Court,and were thereby like to 
preferre themfelves as many have done that have 
founded their fortunes upon that only foundation, 
and fince have really entred into affeCtions of hatred 
and malevolence,fomenting them by faining a falfe 
fame that the father was oppofit to other priefts, that 
in confulcations he went alwaies againft Ecclefiafti- 

cal jurifdi€tion,and this isat this day the very center 

where all their lines doe collineate.A meer falfhood 

and well Knowne tothem that governe which they 

being able to carry no further, muft now teftifie 
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the glory ot God;whetherhe ferved fora bridle or 
fora»{purre according to the urgency of occafions, 
&'theigotd;o flices which he continued to doe in fa- 

wour-otithe Clergie;and whether he were not a per- ac 

-petual] advocate for the Jurifdi&ion and libertie Ae 
ofthe Church.“ J meane the true Canonicall ard legie is 
“timate Church, but not that which is now ufurpt and i 
“employed ‘tothe fubverfion of publique governments 
*“-and of religion it felfe. Becaufe the father alates affr- 
“med ‘with a'moft intenfezeale, that nothing gave {9 
“great an impediment to the progreft: of the Catholique 
“religion as when they extended their libertie into li« 
“cenfe, and that this alone bad caufed and maintained {0 
“deplorable a divifion in veligion, and {ome have been 
very injurious to calumniatehim,that cithcr in con- 
fultation ‘or ‘in his'writings he’went about to beare 
downe the jurifdiction of ‘the Church,and to exalt | 
more then was neceflary, the power of fecular nd 

‘Princes. rt 

It istrae that witha frequent zeale of the confer- H 
vation of holieChurch and religion he was moved 
toblame Princes'as- guilty ofa great finne, ‘for not 
caring to preferve that jurifdi&ion and power that 

God had granted them, upon which fubje& he hath 

written much , and grounded it upon piety and ir- 
refragable truth. Becaufe authoritie is given by God 

to Princes, notfor themfelves but for the benefit of 
the people, the Prince being but the depofitary,the 

Cuftos and executor, not the Patrone ofthat au- 

thoritie to change orleffen it at his pleafure. Where- 

foretis a grofle ignorance and a moft wretched 
finne not tokeepeup, that which Godhath con- 

fer’dupon them. And Princes are not peradvefi- q 
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ture guilty of agreat fin & offence before God then 
out of an ignorant zeale to havefuffered fo great 
a part of their power to be ufurped , and that they 
are no longer ableto rule the people committed to 
their charge without continuing a change of go- 
vernment. The negligences of Princes in this par- 
ticular hath beene pernitiousto the Church of God; 
and to all Ecclefiaftique order. And whofoever fhall 
without paflion confider how far the father was any 
way a breeder of controverfies that have beene in 
the Church, fha}l finde how he kath deplored them 
to be the true original] ofall thofe mifchiefes, which 
have now brought into the Church the moft poli- 
tike mundane government that ever was: and bufied 
_the Ecclefiaftiques in things not onely different, but 
alfo contrary to the inftituted miniftery of Chrift, 
keeping Chriftendome in perpetuall difcord. And 
the divifions at thisday, that areamong Chriftians 
{0 irrevocable by any other meanes then the omni- 
potent and miraculous hand of God. He held it for 
certaine that they were bred not fo much by obfti- 
nacie in diverfitie of opinions, and contrariety of 
do&rine,asfrom the ftrife about jurifdi&tion which 
after by degeneration, and growing into factions 
hath taken up the maske of religion.. And as one 
well yerftin hiftorics hath obferved, that good 
Princes from time to time have beene they,that have 
kept their jurifdiion moft entire. Buc effeminate 
ignorant & vitious Princes are they,that have loft 
_a great part or by their infufhciency fuffered others 
to ufurpe it, with fuch a deformation in the Church, 
and for a proofe ofthis, it is notneceflary to runne 
packe to the examplesof the Conftantines, the Thee- 
; dofto’s 
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dofio’s, the Fuftinians, whofe Lawes & Codexes who- He] 
- foever will reade fhall finde this to be verified , but i 
to thofe that are nearer our owne age, and to thofe 
whom the Roman Church this day acknowledgeth 
to be even the bafis of their temporal] greatneffe. 
Charles the fifth,Philip the fecond, and other cathoe 
lique kings. 
But this malevolence hath not beene unfruitfull 
to all forts of men, foras it hath beene helpfullto 
{ome , fo it-hath beene hurtfull to others, becaufe in a 
the fathers life, and ( which is more to be wondered i 
at )after his death, it hath befriended many religi- 
ous men, not onely of the order of the Servi, but o- 
thers to the obtaining of degrees, and good ofhices, 
alwaies giving the toile totheir concurrents, by 
faying no more but that they were affe&ionate, or 
that they had but treated with the father, and by if 
this meanes they have fupplanted thofe perfons, that i 
never fpoke with nor ever faw the father even fo it 
farr as to be laught at by thofe that have knowne 
the truth of particulars, efpecially after his death: 
as of eA lberto Tefteni whom wee named before, who 
to obtaine a prelacy from Pope Urbane by way of 
briefe, (which was againft the law, ) ufed this as a hi 
meanes. That it having beene formerly collated at iH 
a Chapter, it had belonged to a dependent of father | 
Pauls, who had beene dead two yeares before. And 
another to exempt himfelfe fromthe command of 
his provinciall, wrotethat he had beene a difciple of 
matter Paul, to whom the man had never fpoken at 
any time, and another obtaineda very faire abfolu- 
tion for having brought whores to live with him in 
his Cel]. for wearing piftolls and other things of H 
that t 
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that nature upon confeflionand conviétion, and by 
his oenly excufe that he had beene in difgrace with. 
thefather,but all chefe.are ridiculous evitics. 
Returning to things that are moreferious, This 
hatred thus nourifht,brought tolight anew machi- 
nation againft the life of the father in the yeare 
1609.1n thetime that the Cardinal] Borghefe ( and 
before his uncle had afcended tothe pontificate ) 
ftudied at Perugia. Fra.Bernardo Perugino infinuated 
himielfe inco his grace and friend(hip,, ‘and for cer- 
taine youthful fervices, which heperformed tothe 
Cardinall, he being but a young man himfelfe, and 
one: that did notabhor the ordinarieguftoes of his 
age. He grew into fuch intimacy with him, that be- 
ing after made a Cardinall,he called himafter him 
to Rome there tomake him amends forthe pleafure 
and fervice that he had-done him: Whether the Frier 
invited himfelfe, or wereinviced, goes beyond my 
knowledge. | 
Trueitis , thathe treated with,and inftru&ed a 


138 


 Prier of Perugia Gio: Francefco fending hinito Fado- 


va from the Generall ofthe Servi, under pretence 
of being a ftudent where he wasafter made adosor 
although with very little learning. This aan by the 
vicinity of Padua come oftto Venice tothe houfe of 
the Servi, where he frequented much with Fra.Anto- 
nio da Viterbo, who ferved as awriter, &was very fa- 
miliar with the father. The privacy was eafily obtai- 
ned becaufe chey were both of one ftate & province, 
and had beene formerly acquainted in their country. 
This prattife began to difpleafe the father, ‘but his 
modeftie was’ fuch that he did but caft out a word 
of diflikein generall termes only to Fra. Antonio, 
who 
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et) 
who in appearance feemed thereupon a little to 
withdraw himfelfe from that conyerlation, but in 
exiftence and really they hadiprivate meetings .to- 
gether without theconvent, whereupon. the faid 
Gio Francefco was forbidden to come there apy 
more. And yet notwithftanding they wrote one to 
another, and the detters were brought to Fra Auto- 
‘nioby thehands of a Jew. Ic fortun’d that the Jew 
_ broughra letter when Fra. Antonio was from home, 
and the letter came to the hands of Padre Gio Fran- 
cefco Seguira, who having received it, carried it pre- 
ently to the father, and telling him that the Hebrew 
had confeft to him that it wasufuall for himto 
carry letters betwixt them, And as that nationof 
the Jewes is very cunning, and timeroushetold 
him, that for his part he would declare himfelfe to 
Fra. e4ntonio, that he fhould make him carry no 
more letters, becaufe he knew not what che bufi- 
neffe was, that was fo fecret betwixt them. The fa- 
ther caufed Fra. Antonio to befent for, and giving 
him the letter toldhim, thathe thould either give 
over his practife with the Perugine, or clfeto come 
no more into his chambers , for he would have no 
more to doe with him. He excufed himfelfe the bet 
he could, and paft ie over witha jet, ( whichhe 
was very good 44) and for which he was efteemed 
goodcompany, being reputed rather fimple then 
malitious,and that all the reafon of his pra@tife with 
him ( as he faid) was onely toget a good dinner 
out of him, But although he was forbidden this 
commerce, yet it was not fo cut off, but he follow- 
ed it more covertly, inthe houfe of a certaine gen- 
tlewoman, and in unfufpected places untill the bu 
finefle grew ripe. Becaufe 





. its ebabbeihciiet eeeeetiegaans at f $75 





ST Oe eon 


re i eal atin wtenreareilin net Rist ite tty NOSIS HT AN te AA RRR i iy KS FS 
re wren te ey BOY Ee te post ee we 197 oe ~ 


* Sales: 
Sey Stems ~ 


a 


2 


140 The Life of Father 


Becaufe one morning about breake of day they 
had a meeting and fecret conference in the veftry of 








~ the Servi, where having beenea good while toge- 


ther, and obferv’d chat at their parting they were 
very earneft Fra. Gio Francefco'pul’d out of the poc= 
ket of his hofe a bundle of foft waxe lapt in paper 
to take the print of fome keyes that were to bee fal- 


’ fified, which being heated with lying neare his flefh, 


drew out with ic from his pocket a little packet of 
letters, which for the weight , the waxe not being 
able to keepe fticking,fell to the ground (being un- 


’ perceiv’d,) And when Fra. Antonio had receiv’d the 


waxe, they parted, he to the Convent,and the other 
as his way lay. The Sacriftan that kept the Veftry. 
Fra. Valentine davenetta (who yet ferves in: that 
place ) comming and finding the bundle of letters, 


‘tooke them up, and went with them prefently to 


Padre Fulgentio, who reading them, found them to 
be in ciphers, & that it was a bufineffe of much im- 
portance, becaufe Fra. Bernardo had written to Fra. 
Gio France[co to folicite Fran. Antonio to difpatch 
the Quadragefimale, for that the foure hundred | 
crownes were in a readineffe, and fhould be put into 
hishands, but that the twelve thoufand alfo and 


‘more were as ready and fecure. 


In fomeof them he faid that he had fpoken with 
the Signor Padre, and another while Col. Frytello 


‘with the lictle Fryer and with divers others, and 


that they did all of them defire the Quadragefimall, 
That the father General] of the Servi intreated him 
not co doubt, but that he fhould be beatified. That 


“the Seignor Padre had caufed all other Suitors, 
towithdraw to give him audience, with many fuch 


parti- 
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particularities, which being made knowneto Father 
Paul, you neede not doubt but he would quickly 
penetrate the importance of the bufineffe, but fuch 
was his meckenefle and manfuetude of minde, that 
hee exhorted Fulgentio to make no words, but to 
keepe filence untill the fecret of this bufineffe,might 
more clearely be difcovered, onely he added thus 
much, that there was nothing more to be done, but 
to put Fra. Antonio out of his chamber and 
out of the Convent. But Fulgentio was other- 
wife refolved, who without more adoe carried 
the letters to the inquifitors of ftate, telling them 
how he came by them, whereupon Fra. Gieva.Fran- 


ce(co was attached and firft, then Fra. Antonios and ' 


what enfued further in that fecret judgement re- 
_mainesin their owne papers: The things that came 
after to publike notice, (and they are very true, +) 
that of many perfons that were named in that ci- 
pher of Father, little Frier and Cofens, It appeared 
upon the counter cipher that except the General of 
the Servi, there was not any under the degree, and 
dignity of aCardinall. That under the Quadra- 


gefimale, there were three perfons enciphred ; The 


firft was, that becaufe the Father, by reafon of the 
falling of the gut Colon (whereof mention hath 
beene made) had neede to keepe that part very faire 
and cleane, being every eight dayes wafh’c and fha- 
ved, to which Officehe would never admit Barbers 


nor fecular men, and of himfelfe being not ableto’ 


doeit, he madeufe of fomeFrier the moft dome- 
{ticke, and confident that he could finde. And this 
charitie at this time was perform’d him by the faid 
Fra. Antonio, and to that purpofe hee wastreated 
with, 
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with, that when he: ferved him upon thac occafion, 
hethould'give hint a: cace with his;rafor witha fre” 
Way, ¥ 
But Fra: Antonio refufed fo todoe,, either becatrfe 
he had no. intention to offend the Father that was 
hisimoft bountifullibenefadtor, or elfeas-hehad ex- | 
cus’d, hinifelfe’ both: by, words and: letters fent: to: 
Rome, that hisheare didnot fervehim,, and affire 
med that fo foone as: he{hould fee blood hee fhould: - 
fall into a-fwound, as by nature itufedalwaies tobe: - 
withhim. The fecond was that fomething fhould 
be fent him from Rome,tobegiven him ‘either in His: 
meate or his:drinke,. and this:better ficted his fancy. 
to be.done, becaufe with onebeane( {uch was: their’. 
language he might catch two pigeons,. which were > 
the Father Pauland- Fri. F ulgentios.. Buti this: partie 
carried along, with icmany, difficulties... Firfthow = 
to. finde thing of fchefhicacy ,. atid» howit might: 
be fentwith fatety:; Then becaufetlie Fathersidiet: 
Was of ordinary, meates,, fimple and withourfauce;. 
and. fuch,as.wereicommon with all thofe of themo- 
naftery, whereby,it.was neceffary; chat above thirty? 
other perfons. fhould partake: of; the: veretie ofthat: : 
drugge atwell.as.they,on elfeitwouldfailelof effets). 
finee it .was.now. come: to paffe ‘that: every. thing |. 
would be narrowly looktinto;, andithat they:had>”: 
an eye upon every one, that cameneareéhim:: And 
he that.{hould,watch atymeswheri: they) two would? ’ 
eate by, themfelves, would:havealong bufinefle;and: 
this ftood mot, with thatiexpedition: which was pref» 
by the letters forthe having of the Quadragefimalesi."! 
There were likewié fome-thatarealive fafpe&teds 
upon alate accident, that they cwochaving-eaten as 
} little 
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little quantitie of a cake that was prefented to them 

| atthecable, they found themfelves bothvery ill . 
upon it, and: with the fame accidents, whereby: cau- 
| tiom was. growne verie quick fighted;, The thind: 
( whereon they fet uptheir neft )wasthat Fre, Autor 
nio which feemed athing without difficulty); fhould 
| take:the printiofi the keies. of: the fachers. chamber 
_ in-waxe, andithereupon make falfekeies, andico this 
purpofe the: waxe that had; beeneprepared,was to 
ferve (as twasfaid before ) the plot beitig,, thatas 
Gio Francefce hadithofe keyes.at hiscommand, they 
fhould: fecretly. bring: into; the monafteny two» or 





more murtherers,and:by night to murther theinno-~ - 
cent father. | 
But God was pleafed to difcover thisgreat wick-.| 
edneffe., as:you haveformerly-heard. And becaufe 
hethat was guilty. was.a perfon:ofas much cunning: 
as could:befound out, for fucha purpofe,., and hadi 
prepar'd. his: expofitions uponallthap-could be de» 
mandediofhim, which not being fufficient:to fatis-. . 
fiethe mindes of the: judges, nor-they.able to con- 
vince him fo cleerly as they-defired; . Themoftex- 
cellent:councell often defired) extreamly.tofeethe 
_bottome ofithis:pra&tife, andallithe diftin&sparti-. . 
cularities: whereupon. they: grewsto give-a fentence 
that Fra. Gio Francefco fhould, be-Hanged:by the: 
throate, but with this) alternative, that.if-within 
certaine prefixt daies he fhould difcoverithe whole; 
praGife. with a full: expofition and: juftification of 
the letters;that:then aftena; yearesimprifonmenthe: 
fhouldibe. under: a _perpecuall:banifhment-from the 
moft ferene: dominions with: capitall, punifhment 
in cafe‘oficontravention. Whereupon he defired.thae: 
a 
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a publique minifter might be fent to his chamber in 
Padova; where in a fecret cabinet there were letters 
foundin great number, with Ciphersand Coun- 
terciphers,whereby all that you have formerly heard - 
was cleerly juftified, and fome thing elfe which 
was not publifhed, nor ever came to any knowledge 
in particular. The piety of this government being 
{uch and fo great, that they thought fit to conceale, — 
whatfoever gave no hinderance to the execution of 
their moft milde Juftice. : . | 
| But for all the gravity of theinjury thefather 
never forgot his gentle nature, but befought and pe- 
titioned many times upon his knees, demanding this 
- asa favour in recompence of his beft fervices which 
Le hehad ever doneto the publique, that for his fake 
| they fhould not be made fpeétacles to the difhonour 
if ofhis religions: inwardly and. cordially grieving 
' himfelfe that his life fhould be the ruine of “any o# 
ie thers, And it was believed thathis inftances and in- 
" treaties were a great part of the caufe ofthe faid al- 
| ternative: Thusthis tedious bufinefle came toan 
end, which hath produced many ftrange effets: In 
the Church=men a moft tharpe hatred and blame be- 
caufeic tookeno effe&,° in the republique a moft 
intenfe defire of the confervation of their good fer- 
4 vant, and in:the univerfall a more glorious fame 
i to. fee( befideother excellent qualities ) fo fingular 
a favour, and divine protection. xy giiagw 
But befides: the aforefaid. attempts of trechery . 
gE brought into: juftice, the father hath beeneadverti-. ; 
ae fed of ‘many others fromi‘time to time in following 
Beet yeares, ( not onely in private from fuch as were in 
ie feefor-difcovery ) but from-thofe perfons that were 
hae interefted. 
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interefted in that ftaceand government where fuch He 
fecrets paft. And among thefe one was of a bargaine ‘ 
that was made to take him alive, and witha barcke 
prepared for the, purpofe to carry him into anothrs 
jurifdiGion. But-he never appearing but in the 
greateft frequence of the City,or becaufe ic begunne 
to be knowne thae the Popes minde was mitigated 
towards him, and therefore it would not be foac- 
| ceptable a fervice as formerly irhad beene. . I-be- 
_ lieve that for thefe reafons the plot was not attemp- 
» ted, . 
_. There happened: to come about this time to Ve=,; 
| nice a young man habited like a fouldier, but in his 

carriage and in his cloathing more then in his {word 

and dagger he feemedto beaReligious. He;ufed., 

all the meanes: he could to fpeake with the-father, : 

who by fo many publique admonitions was now, 

brought co fuffer none to {peake with him, excepe fel 
he were firft knowne by hisnameand furname,: by, " 

his. countrey.and profeflion, .or elfe brought in by i 

fome noble, and neere friend, By reafon whereof he if 

he. could haveno acceffleuntohim. But addreffing 

himfelfe to Fra. Fulgentio he ufed: all the arte he 

could to be brought in by his meanes affirming that 

he had fomething to fay to the father of great im- 

ortance, which would be very well worth his 

Lewin and that if he might {peake wich him, he 

would lay downehis armes andiubmit himfelfe to 

any ftri€tneffe the father would impofe upon him. 

But the father excufing himfelfe, that although he 

he was not much in love with hislife, yet Hiya fo 

many faire warnings,it would be afcribed too great ; 

imprudenceif any inftra&ed man fhould have oF 

fende 
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146 - The Life of Father 
fended him; as it hath beene lately feene jin the cafe 
ofa'great Prince, wherefore the young mans great 
importunitie to fpeake with him was fo much the 
more fufpected, and the waies that hetooke did ac- 
cufe him more being (as it was befieved) a religious 
man of the moderne order or at leaft One of their e+ 
ducation, And therefore he would never confent to 
heare hith .But being flill inftant with the father Ful- 
gentio with whom he thought he had bred a confi- 
dence, he told himthat he was a neare kinfman to 
Cardinal Baromys,chough fallen into disfavour with 
him, and that he would advife himfomething, that 
concern’d his life, whereof he would give him fuch 
inftances as might affare him of thetruth. Where- 
upon it'was further refolv'd that he fhould not heare 
him,” and then the father fpoke it with fome little 
paffion; that it was a lefle troubleto die, a violent 
death’ then to be put into a neceffitie of living in 
continual] feares , becaufemifchiefes have their ter- 
minations, but feares ¢o:in infinite. So being able’ 
to get nothing but an exhibition from Fuigentio (ac- 
cording to hisneed ‘he refolved to defift in the bu- 
fineffe, and looking tipon him, when he parted with 
afixtlooke, he fatd-thus, Guardatevi da traditor?, 
guard your jelves from traitors, for you bave very great 
neede; God preferve yeu for yeu are bonefter religious men 
then others would you were. And having made another 
attempt ( but invaine ) to fpeake with the father’ 
upon the ftayres ofthe pallace, he went his waies, 
and was feene no more. , 

One other particular to the like purpofe muft not 
befilenc’t. The Cardinall Bellarmine with whom 
the father had fome ‘accquaintance ( as hath beene 
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faid )and although their writings one againft the o- by 
ther were abroade in print: yet that good affetion { 
whofe roote is from vertue and chriftian Charitie 
was not extin& neither in the one nor the other. 
He fent twice tohimto prefent him with falutati- | 
ons of love once by a Roman Secular,who told him i 
from the Cardinal] that he wifht him to looke a. 
carefully to himfelfe,for chathe had great caufe.And ih 
by another time when Alberto Teftint was come i 
| from Rome toa Chapter at Mantua, the Cardinall 
 impos’d itupon him, that going toVenice, he 
{hould falute the father in his name with much af- 1] 
fe&tion, and to affure him that his love to him was | 
not abated at all, And by this he defired himto is 
take an aflurance that aFrier of /icenza naming } 
oneFra. Felice ( thatlives ) had under the ticle of 
the life of father Pau! compos’da famous libell and 
made itto be prefented to the Pope Pau! the fifth, | 
who had delivered ic to him; the Cardinall, to per- i 
ufe, and to give him his opinion, whether it were fit i 
tobe publifhed,and that he the Cardinall made this i 
relation, thathe knew thefather very well, and 
that his holineffe might take his word, that the 
things mentioned were notorious calummies, which 
would be difhonorable te whofoever fhould pub- 
lifh them. Thus much Maeftro Alberto Teftoni told 
the father befides fome otherthings: In offences | 
of all forts both againtt his life and his honnour(the a 
calumnies which have bene put in printe againft } 
him, being infinite) which fucha member of libel- 
lers thinking to pleafe the humour of the Court 
written ) and it hath fo farre exeeded the limits of 
all Chriftian profeflion, that likea fwarme of frogs 
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148 The Life of Father 
in amuddy} marfh, they have taken that embleme 
from their fhamelefneffe,only to fee how farre their 
malediction could be carried, yet the father never 
fhewed the leaft figne either ofdifdaine, or revenge, 
one of his moft excellere vertues which hath accom- 
panied him to his grave, was his meckenefle in fuch 
a perfection , that thofe of his religion with a gene- 
rall voice render him this teftimony, that they ne- 
ver knew him endeavour any the leaft kinde of re- 
venge, and it is to be obferved, that the authour of 
that famous libell whereof we made mention , was 
not Fra.Felice of Vincenza as it was reported, but an- 
other whom for his difcredit I {pare to name, 
and one whom the father might well have procur’d 
to be punithed at his pleafure. But hee would not 
onely not doe it, but as long as the father lived, that 
man lived in fecurity, with imployments of Ho- 
nour,but the father was no fooner dead, but that 
injury being refented by the publique, with other 
failings and wretched operations of his, brought 
him fo farre into the publique indignation that hee 
was not {fuffered to remaine in the Dominionsof 
Venice. Philofophie and the very law of Chrift can 
veric hardly eradicate a certaine pleafant itch of re- 
venge, and it is no {mall matter to abftaine from 
theadion. . 3 
But this Father of ours, was arrived at fuch a de- 
gree of vertue , that when hee received the greateft 
wrong, he kept the fame ferenity of face, mildneffe 
of language, extenuating the injuries that were done 
him as much as twas poffible to doe, alledging this 
many times forareafon ; That fuch an one either , 
had his braines crackt, or that his condition hung! 
upon” 
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upon {uch interefts, that he could doe no otherwife, 

_ after this time the Popes minde feemed to be much 

_’ mitigated, and he was {omewhat fincerd ia the opi- 
nion of the Fathers goodneffe and pictie. 

True itis that the Bifhop of Tine being not long 
after called to Venice upon a proceffe form’d againgt 
him by inquifitors of theirs, that were fent into the 
Levant. His caufe wascommitted to the confaltas H 
tion of thefather Pau! who made fach a judgement Bt 
and relation upon it, that the Bifhop was rather 
commended, then reprehended by the publique , 
obtaining divers priviledges for his Church,and for 
his perfon, and returning afterwards from Rome, 
and comming to Venice, he told the Father that the 
Pope ‘had enquired diftin@ly of his fucceffe in his 
bulineffe , and underftanding how the Father had 
comported himfelfeshe feem’d to be much pleas’d, 
and broke into fome expreffions, that from divers i 
parts he had heard that the Father wasa great friend ie 
to jultice, and carried himfelfe with much prudence 
and fincerity : And of the other fide, the Father 
Al and defir’d God to fend the Popea long life, 
and that he might furvive him, as hee was younger 
then he by a yeare or thereabouts , and hee would 

-Often fay to fome of his inward friends by way of 
_ prognottique that Pope Paul he beleeved had fha’ke 
off his illatte&ion towards him,but if he were dead, 
whofoever fhould fucceede him, would revive 
ita gaine, becaufethe effects of the pait con- 
troverfie continued ftill like fcarres, which in fome 
fome fort or other would quickly comeinto de- 

| monftration , and he was not atal] deceived in his 

| judgement, (as will a ae appeare: ) But not- 
| 
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withftanding this malevolence, it was a thing more 
then certaine, that even at Rome among: the great 
prelates, he had a mighty repute, and that when 


they had occafion to fpeake ot him though but to: 


{atisfie the Court, and their owne interefts, yet they 
difcovered that they had him in opinion ofa great 
perfonage, both for honeftie and learning , and it 
is alfo certaine that Cardinall Bellarmine found 
much fault in publique, that fo lictle reckoning was 
made of a man of fuch eminent parts, and faid, that 
if hecould have beene reconcil’dto the fervice of the 
Church, although they had given him buta dry 
flower to fmell on (for thofe were his very words, ) 
conceiving that the father had torterly beene deep- 
ly diftafted ofthe Court becaufe Pope Clement had 
twice refufed to give him a fmall Bifhopricke, 
the one of Meloporamo,and the other of Nonain Dal- 
matia: and he {poke it freely that he had alwaies de- 
fired to have him live at Rome, becaufe he had 
knowne him, and pra&tifed him, and knew very 


well how greatefervice hee was able to have done. 


theChurch. The Signor Cardinall Forza beeing 
a Prince of fuch a fublimity of vertue and blood 
as tis well knowne might beleev’d to have had the 
hafenefle of flatterers in abhorment; who to feede 
the humour of the Court profticuce their tongues 
(making them venale) to lying and calumnies ) 
this Cardinall would often with much delight 


tempt another father Fra. Amante Buonvicino that 


was at Rome ( Parochian of Santa maria invia ) and 
went under the name ofa Venetian, and put him in- 
to difcourfe concerning Father Paul, feeming to op- 


pofe him in it, wherewich that Father finding him- 
. felfe 
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felfe to be too farre urged 5 would enter into 

a narrative of the Fathers life, of his Scudies, of the 
poverty wherein he lived, with all the particulari- 
ties in’ which he was both wife and cunning, percei- 
ving how much the Gardinall was pleafed with it, 
becaufe when hee came to give demontftrations of 
his excellent piety, he would anfwer him witha 
{mile,& fay that thofe perhaps were but hypocrifies 
to cofen the world, but hee {poke it after fuch 
a.manner that the. Frier might well perceive it was 
fpoken but in a way ofupbraiding , or giving the 
lie to fuch as thought fo of him, and thereupon he Ht 
freely gavehim thefame reply which the Signior ie 
Villiers now Ambaffadour to the moft Chriftian et 
King, had doneto two Nuntios Zahia at prefent, | 
and A/coli that was before him, who being often 
conftrained in poynt of Argument by the too no- 
torioues truthof the innocent and exemplarie life of RY 
the father, would alwaies {pit their venome, by fay- ; 
ing he was an Hypocrite, whereunto thefaid Am= 
baffadour Villers made them this reply: That the 
Fathers courfe was quite contrary to that of Hypo 
crites, becaufe they make all their a&tions to ap- 
peare clothed with piety in publique as muchas 
they can poffibly, alchough they can never goefo 
conceal’d but that they make a diflcovery of their 
ends'to be but avarice, ambition, and temporallen- 
joyments , infomuch that the skinne of the lambe 
could never quite cover nor conceale that of the 
wolfe: -But the Father never made any fuch fhew 
tothepublique, but lived in an abfolute retirednes. 
He was never-knowne to ufe any hypocriticall a&ti« 
ons,not to hold out crownes in his hand as be went 
L 4 through 
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through the ftreets} not to kifle medailles, not to 
affect {tations and places at times of concourle, not 
to {peake with affected Spiritualities, nor to ufe 
fordidneffe in his garments, but onely a cleanlineffe 
ofattire , which though poore was yet condecent. 
And if this bee called Hypocrifie it is an unknowne 
fore of hypocrifie, which hath neither objeGtnor 
énd, nor fo muchasa circumftance of either, 

The dialogue betweene the NuntioZacbia and 
Villiers was occafioned in‘ this manner .Mon- 
fieur Villiers is a Gentleman of great finceritie, and 
of amoft ingenious heart, but not very capeable of 
the artificies, efpecially of the Courtiers of Rome, 
which are the moft refined of the world. Pietro A= 
fileneo a trenchman was the Phyfitian to his houfe, 
who was the very fincerity and goodneffe of natures 
and having beenea great friend to the father, now 
by the fpace of forty yeares, hee made it knowne to 
him, how every timethe Nuntios talked with the 
Ambafladour concerning the Father, . They fpoke 


alwaies of him with {uch prefaces of honour, as if 


they would make him to be oneof the moft wretch- 
ed men in the world ; at this the Father laugh’t and 
would fometimes fay, fo it is fit, and fo it fhould be, 
becaufe 1 am the moft divers and differing from 
their humour that’s poflible: And if they bee the 
moft perfe& and holy men, then 1am the moft lewd 
and wretched man that can bee fpoken of. But he 
faid yet further defiring to bee fatisfied how the fa- 
thers life feem’d fo {candalous to deferve fuch Elo- 
gies from Churchmen, and that hee knew not what 
to doe to give fasisfaétion to thofe great prelates, 
nor What to abftaine from to take away their fini- 
So fter 
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fter opinions, onely he wifht thar che next time the 
Nuntio {poke of him to the Ambaffador , he would 
interrupt him a little, to know what was his reafon 
tocharge him with fuch hypocrifie. His friend in- 
formed the Ambaffador ot this difcourfe who ta- 
king his opportunitie which happened tobe the 16 
of February 1621. whenthe Nuntio entred into hie 
ufuall cuftome of railing upon the father. The Am= 
baffador replied upon him, that from all other men 
he had alwaies heard the father to be much com- 
mended for his goodneffe and integrity, but withe 
all faid he would be very glad to know from him, 
what ground he had for the contrary, that he might 
the better know howto believe thofe that informed 
him otherwife. 

The Nuntio was fuddainly furprifed , with this 
demand ofhis, ard durft not deny what the Am- 
baffador had faid, becaufe it was too well knowne, 
but defired to disengage himfelfe, by charging his 
good actions and his innocent life with hypocrifie. 
But this foildhimfo muchthe more, becaufe the 
Ambaffador prefthim againe to know whatend he 
had difcovered in the father,or what external a&tion 
to prove him an hypocrite. To this the Nuntio 
new not whattofay, but was defirous to divert 
the difcourfe to fome other fubje&. 

But becaufe all things tooke eafie impreffion 
with the father, efpecially things of weight , the fa- 
ther after a little merriment and facetious difcourfe 
conjur’d an inward friend of histo deale plainely 
with him and to advife him of his defe&ts, andin 
particular if according to the rules of holy Evange- 
licall do&rine he found in him any arguments 

vt 








































154. The Lape of Tether 


of hypocrifie, acknowledging that a manis not 
better knowne to any, nor yet more concealed from 
any then himfelfe , and that the nature of felfe flac-: 
ry is not eafily rooted out. Such dialogifmes as thefe 
paft betwixt.chem a little after thofe times of the Jate 
cOmotions in Spaine, & alfo at the Court of the moft- 
Chriftian King, betwixt the Ambaffador Pietre Con- 
tarzni and the Cardinall baldini, at that time Nun- 
tioin that Court, This Cardinall did allwaies ufe 
to infamize the father for his publitht writings with © 
odious appellations. Cantarini on the other fide , 
a gentleman of fingular candour,ofa placid nature, 
iweete and nothing contentious, but yet folide, 
made him this anfwer , that he himfelfe was neither 
a divine nor yet a do&tor of the lawes to maintaine 
a difference with his moft reverend Lordfhip ; but 
concerning the fathers writings he was well affured, 
that they were neither fo ignorant nor fo impious 
as the Nuntio had made them, which was eafily by 
fo greata commendation wherewith they were re- 
ceived in all the Catholique ftates, by the moft lear- 
ned and pious profeflors of {ciences, but concerning 
his lifeand manners, he was very certaine and knew 
it, not onely by relation by experience, that he was 
ureprehenfible,, and that hé lived an holy retir. 
and exemplary life. To which the Nuntio Ubaldin 
made an{wer, that by {o much he confirmed him- 
{elfe more in his opinion that he wasalewd fellow 
and an exquifite hypocrite’ from hisirreprehenfible 
life; But Maffeo. Barbarine that wasthe Nuntio in 
France talkt in a higher ftraine againft him and 
with more violence cried out with poeticall am- 








plifications that he was worfe then Lather'or'Calvin, 


and 
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and contained not himfelfe from faying that it was 
fit he fhould bee affaflinated. There he cameto 
know that the father wrote to and received letters . 
from fome of thofe Lords that were councellors of tf 
Parliament, and from the Sorbonifts who were very ¥ 
orthodoxe, ard maintained the defence of the law- 

full fecular power, oppofing themfelves againft the 

ufurpations of Rome, ‘and maintayning the libertie 

of the Gallicane Church. 

And true it is, that he did not write to, and re- i 
ceive letters from Monteur Gillet Pefchafter Servino | 
Richer Buniello, and {ome from Caxfabon after the 
fame was growne conftant , that he was turn’d Ga- 
tholike. The letters were alwaies confulted by the 
jurifdiGtion. All men were heretiques with Barbart- | 
no to whom the father either wrote, or they to him. hy 
But they that knew not how to convince him ei- | 
ther in his profeffion or in his life, had that onely 
common. place againft him that he was an hypo- 
crite. A faire confrontation of the judgement of 
thefe prelates of the Romarie Court with the doc- 
trineof Ghriftand. his Holy Apoftles , who taught 
us <o know mens faith by their works, and the tree 
by the fruit. And if a life led witha marvelous even | 
neffe and conftancy from his childhood unto fea- ii 
ventie one yearés old, which for his a&ions none MY 
could taxé, and in whofe words was never either 
ob{cznitie, nor fo much as an oathe fworne, nor a= 
ny bafe thing but in his lifea moft exquifite pover- 
tie, aperfe&t obfervance of lawes, far from all am- 
bition and above all he wasan enemy toall delights, 
nor ever fhewed the leaft figne of avarice nor am- 


bition of any degree or dignitic: And if thefe be th 
argument 
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arguments whereby Chrift hath taught us to know 
Hypocrites, let it be referred to the judgment of o- 
ther men, But neither God nor humanitie will per=. 
mit innocency to have fo illa fortune, nor vertue 
fuch a mifadyenture that fame and infamie fhould 
allwaies be at the difpofition of great perfons. The 
juft man islikeapalmetree, ‘who raileth him(elfe 
underthe burden of Calumnie, God was never plea- 
fed that thofe verie tyrants that had atotall licence 
againft the life of poore innocents; fhould likewife 
have any power over their fame and memory. And 
ifthis were but in humanitie it felfe ( without a 
mixture of any vertue )it would lye undertoo great 
an injuftice. Buc becaufe this marke ( whereat all 
their poifoned arrowes were (hot ) could never be 
hic: his contempt of money being fo well knowne, 
and that hehad nothing but to fuffice his pure ne= 
ceflities, and thofe rather in defe& then plenty, 
much Icffe delicates ofevery kinde ( whereot he was 
alwaies abhorring ) even’ fo far that to the laft 
breath of his life he hath conftantly beene obferved 
never to have any other gufto’ then that which 
tooke his original, and was terminated in his fu« 
dies and invertue, and therefore his’ life was the 





moft arduous, the moft coilefome and painefull chat 


any religious man was able leadeshe being in his laft 
feaventeene yeares like areclufe alwaies {hut up in 
his chamber , except it were when the publique fee-' 
vice or his religious: profeffion compelled him a- 
broade, “and to live fo {paring and ‘3 abftinently, 
and’ according to pure neceflity, thatthe greateft 
part of his time was paft witha little bread tofted 
uponhot coles, and onely one fort of other foode 

; to 
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to his bread, which was both vilein quantity & qua- 
lity This was not none.to advance his kindred( for 
of thofe there were none left) but thisambition and 
appetite of glory(which among human affeGtions is 
the laft which is fubdued ) and the wife man calls it 
the fhirt which the wileft men ever put offlaft. This 
is that putrid corruption whereupon all thefe flefh- 
flies fluttering up and downe the world, doe at laft 
fettle themfelves. But againtt the affaults of this vice, 
he had an impenetrable fhield, in fo muchas if ever 
man had totally {ubdued this affe&ion of the appe= 
tite of glory, it was this man of whom wee 
Write. 

And firft, fora certaine proofe that no advance= 
ment of fortunenor any credicin the world, had 
moved him to any mutation of minde; fo far as 
could be concluded from externall effeéts,(continu- 
ing alwaies in the fame, and his ownetenor of life, 
to which purpofe he had alwaies this faying in his 
mouth, /i Spiritus dominantis fuper te alcenderit, Locum 
tuum ne deferas; and in a way of reft he was used to 
fay. That he that walks upon ftilts, or fits in an high 
place, does not leffen his labour, but goes in a grea- 
terdanger. Befides that conftant purpofe of never 
writing , nor publifhing any thing in any kinde of 
profeflion (being in all things eminent) and as I 
may fay prodigioufly perfect; fhewes whether he 
were farfrom any fuch defire, and whether it could 
be done with any vaine glory or no. 3 

Thefe few things which neceflitiehath drawne 
from him can well witheffe. He hath beene curious 
to conceale himfelfe for being knowne to be the au- 
thor of divers fort of inrftuments.! The two manners 
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of Pulfiligio were of his invention, the inftrument of 
knowing: the variation of heate and cold, of that 
perfpedtive which in Iraly is called Galilean, and 
form’d in Holland, theartifice of it was difcovered 
by him; when oneof them was firlt prefented to the 
Signory of Venice's » with ademandeof 1000 Chee- 
chines the charge was prefently. given to the father 
to make’a triall what it would fervefor, and to de- 
liver his judgment, and being not allowed to open 
it , to fee how it was made up, he imagined ftraight 
what it couldbe, andconferred with the Gallilean 
who acknowledged that the father had found out 
the fecret, and fo of divers others. But itisa thing 
tobe obferved , that fo many inftruménts as have 
been invented by the authors of the Mathematiques 
and of Aftronomy, anddefcribed with fo much fo. 
lemanitie’, thac itis adifficulething to make them, 
and much. more tomakeufe of them.’ He making 
them with his owne hand, and givingout modells 
to workmen, reduced tem to fucha facility and 
fimpleneffe chat one would have thought he had 
had both the heavens and earch in his head. Ic hath 
beenea grat prejudiceto thofe that are curious, that 
in the probleme of the'motion of theiearth being an- 
cierit but renewed by Copernicus 5 che had found the 
meanes Salvare tuttt: i Fenomeni withone onely mo- 
tion, and fought workmen to makehiman inftru- 
ment to put under oneseyes, for the difcerning of ic. 
I filence thofefecrets which were unknowne untill 
his. age, and he was ever well pleafed , thatfome of 
hisfriends fhould have thehonor.to publifh them, 
as if. they had beene their owne; ‘which fhewesa 
great..moderation. in this: affection of -his, And of 
things 
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things ofhis that are in print, what glory hath he 
fought by thofe, having ufed fuch éxquifite meanes 
toconceale hisname. One particular, muff not be 
paft over, which was a firme refolution of leaving 
nothing, either ofhis own hand,or othermens that 
might carry his name or preferved memiory as may 
appeare by this that he would never let his picture 
be drawn from the natural) notwithftanding that it 
were defired both by kings and great'Princes. And 
although many of his pi&ures goeabroad for ori- 
ginalls, yet they are all but coppies of one which is 
faid to bein the gallery of a great King , which was 
taken againft his will and by a ftratagem. 

But for himfelfe this may giveafltwance that he 
did not endure to have his pifturedrawne:, *becaufe 
in the laft yeares of his life beirig intreated by the 
moft illuftrious and excellent Dominico Molini, and 
likewife of his confident Fra. Fulgemtio being fet on 
to befeechhim, yet it could not be obtained, fo 
much as to give afamous painter leave to take his 
pi&ure although he were promifed: that he fhould 
not fit at ic above anhoure. And yet heiwas folicited 
by this great Lord in the vertue of the friendthip 
that had Deene betwixt them,and by fuch fignificant 
meanes, that forthe deniall which he gave him fit- 
teene daies together whileft he entertained the pain- 


_ ter in expetation, he grew fo angrie with the fa- 


ther, thatthere paft fome monthes betwixt them 
without {peaking to each other. And yet the deport- 
ment of this Senator, and the efteeme which the fa- 
ther had of him as of a fubje& in whom to be nobly 
borne was the leaft of his vertues & merits becaufe of 
that ‘exquifite learning which hehad in Hiftories 
ancient 
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ancient andmoderne, ) apolitike prudence moft 
fingular grounded upon a marvelous underftanding - 
of the ftate of all the Princes in Zurope, both of the 
quality of their governments, and their interefis, 
how they rule, and-who hath moft power with 
them , with all the notable particulars of their cur- 
rent bufineffe with all the feries of their important 
affaires , ) have rendred him confpicuous not onely 
in thisCommon-wealth, but with all others be- 
fides a certaine ardour in him of the libertie and 
confervation ofhisCountry , and.atotall dedicati- 
on of himfelfe to the publique fervice , which had 
rendred him fo intimate and familiar with the fa- 
ther that in feaventeene yeares there paft but afew 
daies, wherein they {pent not a long time together, 
and yet for all. this he could not obtaine his requeft: 
{o far the father was from every thing that favoured 
of ambition , which together with avarice are the 2 
maine rocks that cannot be avoided by Hypo- 
crrites. But the abhorment which he had to live in 
Court , which he fhewed firft in his youth when he 
lJefethat Court of Mantua and in his virility that of - 
Rome, and having conftantly refufed to goe thither 
upon the invitation of fo great perfons, and fuch 
opportunities {hall eafily convince the moft perti- 
nacious, that at leaft they fhould not dare to con- 
eradi& Chrift foopenly in thisfaying of his that — 
thofe which weare rich clothing are in Princes 
Courts, and in thefe daies of ours it is well knowne 
where ambition hath her chiefeftfeate. : 
' But in Churchmen ic is certainely athing moft 
unfeeming and fcandalous to\calumniate fo rare a 
piety of Hypocrifie, becaule to,thofe ends which 


they propofe to themfelves, to thofe apparances 
which 
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which are feene in them by that language which 
| they ordinarily {peake, they thew well enough that 
they doe but mock the world and very little believe 
that thereisa God, while they pretend their lives 
fhould be efteemed either Apoftolicall or Chriftian, 
'andin themean time condemne the father of Hy- 
pocrifie. But the eye of God makes a difcovery of 
| allhearts’, and in the interim this fhall be received 
| for an irrefragable teftimony that thefe men which 
| were fo aptto make a finifter interpretation of all 
| things, being not ableto oppofehisattions, were | 
| faine to paffeto his incentions which are onely re- 1 
ferved, and attributed to God by thofe that believe i 
him to be judge of intention and the fearcher of 
hearts. | 
This digreffion cannot be fuperfluous to them 
that will confider the diligence that hath beene ufed its 
to trace the life of this innocent father and’to finde te 
imperfe&tions in that faire foule for fome further ie 
and hidden ends, But it: was not the father that gave f 
them this offence ic was hisdo@rine, and inthis HY 
matter the Ecclefiaftiques were greatly guilty of of- ig 
fence, before God, and of {candall to the world by 
having given fo great a caufe to confirme thofein 
their opinions who write that is Arcanum Curie RKo-. 
mane after it hath drawne toit felfe the authority of 
all Ecclefiafticke orders, and a great part of that of 
Princes for the making good in religion of whatfo- 4 
ever turnesto their advantage, to aflume yet further } 
to themfelves what belongs so the whole Church by 
canonizing perfons, to canohize thofe doétrines and 
opinions of theirs that are profitable to their great- 
nefle, And fo likewife to reprovethofe doctrines 
M which 
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which make not to their pretenfions, although 
they be both trueand catholicke., they have uied 
from time to time the artificie of calumnitating the 
ee the perfens that have written. how holy and blame- 
ae leffe foever they havebcene. {doe not deliver this 
ie & opinion for true, ‘nor doe I confent to thofe exam- 
: ples for proofe, but I fpeakehoneftly, anddoe atteft - 
betoreGod, That in theexample of this father of 
ours, not the Church but the miymons of the 
Court have ufed this ftile, and how much worfe 
they makeit, by fo much they increafe the fcandal 
| and irritate Princes, or elfe awaken them to make. 
a them fee, that to calumniate thofe perfons that ferve 
: to defend their juft actions, is to condemne in ob- 
liquity the Princes themfelves and a making the 
world believe that they can puta yoke of | tyrany 
upon them at their pleafture by opprefling them in 
ae life and after death, and confequently thofe that 
ew) Were their good and Catholike detendors. 
ue In the publike fervice he-was fo daily-an atten- 
4H | dant, fo faithiull , “and with fo much fervour to the 
Bigg good of his Prince, that the moft ferene republigue 
pe honored him’ with a thing that was never before 
granted to any of their confultors, that he might 
foe enter into all their archives and records 5 into their: 
eae two fecretsto fee and manage all their Writings and 
their government , towhich honor hehath corref._ 
ponded with fo much fidelitie as they very well 
Know that fitat the fterne,* and in athort time he 
have. grew fo verftand knowing , having feene what{oe-- 
Peres ver he could defire , that he was able by the felicitie 


Oe. of an incomparable memory immediately to lay his 
ae hand upon any memoriall , orbooke or writing , 
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or relation,or whatfoever elfé was defired or fought 
for. He that knowes what is meant by the two ie- 
crets of Venice may very eafily from thatalone draw 
an argument of a divine wit, and of a monfrousme- 
mory, becatife in them there are befide the publike 
reafons of ftate, the fundamentall lawes, the treaties 
of war and peace of truces and confederations, and 
of whatfoever can any waies belong to agreat fate, 
there are alfoall the great paffage of all Eur pe for 
fomehundyeds of yeares, the changes and alterati- . 
ons all Chriftendome, and they are it old books in i 
letters of former ages which are very hard to reade. , 
And if fire had not twice derived them of agreat 
pact of thattreafure , | darebeboldtofay, ithad 
: 





































beene one of the moft ineftimable things in the 
whole world, 

Now this incomparable wit was growne ta befo 4 
much the patrone of thofe things thar at an inftant if 
he knew the places where to finde,and particulars, a 
info muchashis minde was now become the very if 
fecret place, where without {earch any one might | 
reade viva voce whatfoever was either of neceflity or 
curiofity to be knowne. And chat this important 
benefit might not be loft nor perifh with his lite, he 

-hath alfo made fome indexes with fo many notes 
and regifters, that the ufe of them is now made very 
eafie for all times to come. And the importanceof | 
his labour herein is found to be fo ufefull chat the i. 
that the moft excellent Senate have falaried with an f 
honorable ftipend the fathers writer, foradjoyning 
his confultations to the regiftry, which happily 
may rife to a little leffle then 1600 tractates and 


gouncells all bound upin volumes of perchment. t 
M 2 And . 
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Rr cere ae eLTrENmT ANE Linn oases reine e 
And in thofe treaties either of their confines or theif 
their jurisdiction which might happen during his 
fervice, the helps and inftru@ions are eafily found, 
whereupon the caufes are founded ; whereof 1 mutt 
not infift upon particulars, becaufe ic concernes the 
government. But the moft excellent Senate know 
very well the confequence of that fervice, and 
what he hath revived out of ignorance upon divers 
negotiations which happened in his time Becaufe 
the allegations in law import fo much, wherein the 
Republique have alwaies beene ferved of the moft 
able men of Eyrope, and which is yet nothing in ref 
pect of the dilucidation in matter of fa&, which is 
gathered from publike documents which how much 
ic hath imported in the matter of theconfines of 
their ancient dominionsof the Golfe, ofthe juris- 
diction of fees or the precatia of Zeneda and Aqui- 
leiay hath beene clearly proved in the treaties that 
followed in ‘his time,by vertue whereof the Ecclefi- 
aftiques were never ableto prevaile againft them 
in any thing of confequence , nor were ableto finde 
out any thing which could fiold oppofition againft 
the true,reall and fundamentall rights of the moft 
ferene Republique. 

In all this time of the publique fervice which con- 
tinued feaventeene yeares, I cannot fay that he was 

fubje& to more then oneinfirmitie which was of 
moment. I finde that he was once in the hand of the 
Phyficians in the yeare 1612 which was the firft 
time that he referred himfelfe to their cure > except 
when he was conftrained by neceffitie of Chirurge- 
ry which wasonely thrice, once in his youth when 
riding from Lembardy towards Padova in the very 
heate of Summer he was fupprffed with a terrible 
fquinancy 
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{guinancy, whereupon fending preiently for abar 
bour to take fome blood from a veine. The bacbour 
refuled to doe it without order ofa Phyfician, and 
the father not being able to over-rule him, but 
finding the encreafe of the inflammation to grow 
upon him made fhew of believing him,and agreeing 
with his opinion, buc defired him that while he 
wentfor a Phyfician he would let him fee whether 
his Iron were good, and he giving him the calc, he 
tooke out his lancet,and prefently fet it to his owne 1 
arme, whereupon thebarbor feeing his refolution ih 
did his office, and ina few houres as it is ufuall in te 
fuch accidents, he was freeand well. Another time 1 
likewife ina voiage from Vicenzato Padovahe fell Me 
into a fuppreffion of Urine, which having not had bY 
his courfe fora wholeday , he was conftrained to i 
ufe the help of afurgeon by the hand of Aquape ndente ne 
Butknowing himfelfe a renicidence to that difeafe, re 
he would be provided of a furgeon , and candles to " 

operate when neede fhould require as he did alwaies it 
atter with his owne hand. And although Coll aqua if} 
da virgine, hewas{o eas’d that hefeldome relaps’t a 
into that indifpofition , yetfor late yeareshe hath | 
fometimes{uffered, and once among others with fo 
much vehemency that making triall as he had for- 
merly done, and not ableto helpe with his owne 
hand, heheld himfelfe to be but adead man, and 
immediately witha true tranquility and fetledneffe 
of his minde, he received the facrament faying, 
Quefto eda facerepoi fi penfaraal rimanente. This 
muft now be doneand after we fhall thinke of the 
reft, buthecould not helpe himfelfe as he had done 
at othertimcs. Jn the meane time Fra Fulgentioha- 
ving withouthis knowledge fetcht Carto Scivos and 4 
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Lingi Ragofa that were famous in that profeffion, 
the bufineffe ended wich mirth, for fo foone as ther 
were come to his prefence,& hehad had fome dife 
courfe of the diteafe, they defired him that fince he 
had not helpe by his ownehands, that he would 
give them leave to trie theirs. So rifing upupon 
his feete without any {hew of tro uble, he faid. But 
muft | make trial] in your prefence, what will you 
, fay if 1 doe it my felhe according to art and likea 
| workeman ? and immediately he fell to worke 
Wide . with his candle, and fo the bufineffe ended being 
at well laughe at. i 
haan Yet the father knew very well that age decreafech 
aed ftrength and changes theufe of the very natural] 
1 parts and inftruments. He had alfo another difeafe 
growing in one ofhis leggs whichtroubled him for 
a ten monthes , but for that he cut himfelfe with his 
mm  , owne hand many times, and in many places were 
- Bee the apofteme made, untill it was well healed. A thing 
4 i, very rare in Venice. 
Be But in thofe infirmities thatare bred in humors 
Bi which are occafioned by agues, he wasneverin the 
Phyficians hand untill the yeare 1612 1 know well 
what it istodepart from common received opini- 
' : ons in matters of {peculation ; but much more in 
ite operations, efpecially where it may concerne life, 
But I have not undertaken tojuftifie, but onely to 
give a narration ofthe fathers ations. He was {> 
ie {ubje& to feavers, that every little accident caufed 
ug him to havelong and fharpe ones. In which he g0- 
Ba Pe verned himfelfe very difkeceeglp fromthe common 
eh practife. For firft he would alur nothing of his or- 
ul dinary diet except ic were ficm the more 7 en 
j (C11 
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leffe. He would not keepe his bed, but rife and per- 
forme all his u‘uall functions, he read, he ftudied he 
wrote. In the fury of anyof his fits being in his | 
cloathes, he would lay himfelfe along upon a iH 
cheft, ora table but feldome in his bed. He ordered if 
the houres of his owne cating, and would have his it 
ordinary allowanceas well of wine as other things, 1 
except (as I faid( from the more to the leffe, when i 
hefaw hisbeft time he would take Phyfick of his it 
owne appointment, but fimple, not compounded, if 
as CaffiayMannasTamaris, or fome {uch thing,which Ht 
either he tooke by themfelves, or elfe being mixt,he tf 
received them ashe did hisother meate, fo much & 
he was able alwaies to command hisaffections. itt 
He held an opinion, and profeft it openly, that the 4 
way of medication in our time with a fuddaine and His 
change of diet, and living with fo many purgations 

and receipts ferved for nothing,butto make flow fF 
recoveries, andtoholda difeafe in credit, and parti- 

cularly for menin yeares, to give over their won- 
ted actions for many days together did greatiy dit- 
improve them inthe ufe of the parts of their body, 
and that for one to betake him to hisbed, obferving | 
{o fuddaine and abfolute a mutation of diet and ¢x- v 
exercife was a neceflary weakning of a mans ‘elie. iit 
And that concerning himfelfe he was fure chache tt 
knew morethen any body elfe did or could, And ic i 
was truly a rare thing that in fo weake a complexi- i 
ona convalefcence could not be more eafily dit- & 
cerned. Many times it could not be judzed whether i 
he were ficke except it were by his afpeét which ac- 1 

cufed him, for otherwife he would performe all his th 
accuftomed actions. And with this tenor of gover- 
M 4 ning | : 
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ning himfelfe he continued to fixteene yeares ofhis 
age, at which time about Fyly being in the houfe of 
Signor Servilio Treo upona weighty confultation he 
was furprifed. with a violent feaver, that continued 
with him eighteene daies together, and begun by a 
ftrange acciderit , that it wasnot poflible for him 
neither to take meatenordrinke , but fo foone 
as it was prefented , hisftomach abhorred it. Info 
much as he fell into a wonder of himfelfe, and fee- 
med to grieve that he was not able to command,and 
as he faid to vanquifh a falfe opinion, when the fits 
came upon him in thofehot dayes of Fyly, as hede- 
fired chat they would give hima little cold water, 
his ftomake loathed it as foone as ic was prefented 
untohim, whereat he would fometimes laugh ma-= 
King a jeft atic. It was not poflible for him to be 
without the vifits of Phyficians, becaufe the pub- 
Jique had commanded them to attendhim. It was 
often in hismouth, Quefto bo avanzato che mi conviee 
nead altri puicredere di me cha me medifimo. Thisis 
all Ihave gotten that I muft noft believe others of 
my felfe more then my felf. But he would go no fur- 
ther with them then ofsen to difcourfe of his fick- 
neffe,and propofe fome medicament , and of many 
that were propofed to make choice of fome one 
which was propofed, to him by Santerio who had 
beene his ancient friend, and of avery ftrickt ace 
quaintance, : 

The Phyficians , and Santoriomore then others 
held him a dying man, of which the father F ulgentio 
{peaking tohim, father Pau/anfwered him that he 
was fecure ofhis recovery from this fickneffe, but if 
he felt himfelfe worfe that the Phyficians fhould 
: heare 
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heare more ofhim. Faulgentio replyed, bidding him 
takeheed, becaufe he might be deceived, for it was 
the opinion of Santerio that without doubt he fhould 
dye of that difeafe, fecing no amendment in him, 
and that his {pirits began to faile , like a plant chat 
beginns to wither, and that he knew the folidity of 
Santorios judgment why then ( replyed the father ) 
you had beft believehim , and thereupon he fell a 
Jaughing- with a witty conceipt which was {poken 
to another purpofe by Speron Speroni whouled of- 
tentofay Che ne fiboggi. Andafter when Santorio | 
came to vifite him, he began to jeft withhim, and 
would not let him feele his pulfe asking him why i 
he would now flatter him after he had peremprori+ a: 
ly fentenced him to death. And when he prefcribed 
him the milke of an affe againft his drineffe, he 
flighted it facetioufly by faying this is faire coun- 
{ell indeed from a friend nowthat fam above 60 
yeares of age to make me an alliance with affes,& fo 
went on {miling.And doe you not thinke it a pret- a3 
ty relation for me now to become fofter brother | 
to that young affe of whofe milke you would have 
me ufurpe a part ? It was alfo his cuftome that as in 
his ficknefle he never changed his courfe of life, nor 
his wonted aétions, fo neither would he change his 
pleafant and argute replies, which in in fo diftem- 
pered a bodie were a great argument of a full fe. 
cureneffe and entire ferenity of foul. He that was 
{o well ftudied in medicine wasableto difcourfe of 
itas of his fimple profeflicn wherein of neceflipy 
there muftbe atin@ure, butin his later yeares he 
was entred into fuch adiffidence that he feemed to dq 
believe no longer in hisowne skill of diftingui(h. \ 
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ing what was either good or hurtfull. And whereas 
formerly he was taxed that ever and anone he took 
fome medicament for prefervation of his-health, afe 
terwardshe would receive none’‘at all upon an 
condition, except fome locale medicines, and ne 
upon great neceflity, 

From his very youth his learning had rendred 
him famous in all the parts of Europe,from whence 
it happened that fo many perfons of valew that came 
to Venice ( andthe condition of that Citty drawes 
to it from all parts the greatelt fabjefs ) tooke 
great content to looke upon him; and many to re- 
ceive into their bookes which they call sthus amico- 
rum tome fentence of his which isa thing very 
much in ufebeyond the mountaines, and he ufed to 
doe it alwaies with fome notable ancient fentence 
or elfe of divine {cripture, But the occafion of the 
interdi& a controverfie betwixt two fo great Prin- 
cesof Iraly, (and wherein by way ofaccommoda- 
tion the two Kings of France and S aine, the Empe- 
rour and all the other potentates of Chriftendome 
Were entred not onely by noticebut by participati- 

on) made him very famous, & defired to be feene of 
divers great perfons who made it not the leaft mo- 
tive of their peregrinations, and was.acaufethat he 
was knowne of all the learned. men in Exrope,but ef- 
pecially of thofe that make profeffion of defending 
the lawfull authoritie of Princes. He was vifited by 
letters from the moft learned that were in France, 
Gillot, Le{chaffier, Salmatio, Richer, Boviel Cayfaton, 
many Princes have likewife honored him with their 
letters and by the vifits of their fonnes {ent into lta- 
fy, and in what efteeme he was with them may be 
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feene by their letters if ic be not thought affetion: 
Onely I may add this, thata great Princefending 
his fonne into Italy putit into hisinftruCtions that 
he thould not faile to vifite Orbis terrarum ocellum 
giving that titletothe father. And when the Am- 
bafladour of the Holland eftates Signor Arjeus came 
to Venice, having ufed all meanes poflibly to have a 
fight of him he was fatisfied therein, being brought 
into the Antifecret to heare the anfwer read that 
was given him by the moft excellent Senate to his | 
denialls (as it is the courfe }) and having feene the 1 
father as he croft the chamber to goe to his place, te 
hefaid to that Senator that bare him company, the 
illuftrio Signor Guiftimano, that he was fo well plea- 
fed to have feene that great man the moft confpicu- 
ous ofall Exrope that he fhould be well fatisfied to 
returne home againetohis Country, although he Ne 
had obtained none of his demands from the repub- Hi 
lique, and thinke the labour and expenfe of his tf 
journey very well beftowed. I have knowne further Ht 
alfo by very good information , that he was fought 
to, and invited from two crowned heads, ithe 
would have accepted their fervice in things of grea- : 
teft importance by relation had from their letters i 
to the father delivered by their owne Ambaffadors i 
then refidentat Venice. But he with termes of ac- 
knowledgment due to fo great Princes refufed to 
depart from the’ fervice jof his naturall foveraigne 
whereunto God had called him. 
OF one of thefe meetings it is neceffary to make 
a particular mention. The Prince of Conde 1622 be- 
ing the laft yeare of the fathers life but one, come to 
fee Italy, and defired by all meanes to have atone 
with 


boistsss eledesrisablici sitlabeied Sea ee iee tis TTT ery set 
. - wbetetedenes isightciisiis scepter 







tae See see 










































152 The Life of Father 


with the father, who would by no meanes condee | 
fcend.to befeeneofhim. But the Prince did fo be= 
fiege him in his Monaftery that he was oft conftrai- 
ned to fhut himfelfe up in his Cell without fo much 
as eating his dinner , becaufe he would-not comea~ 
broade, and all the while the Prince knew him to 
be within. But at laft breaking into fome impatience 
and laments, that it was a more difficult thing to fee 
father Paul, then to fee the Pope himfelfe. One of 
the gentlemen.of Venice that accdpanied the Prince 
remembred to advife him thatthe father as he was a _ 
confultor of ftate could not hold any congreffe with 

Princes nor their minifters bythe law without a_ 
publiqueknowledge ,and leave firft obtained. Where- 
upon the father had leave and was commanded to 
let the Prince fee him.To which he obeyed although 
wich a very ill will, onely he would have their mee- 
ting not to bein the Monaftery,but elfe where and 








_ in the pulique prefence of fome others, as if he had 


forefeene what happened afterwards, So the Prince 
vificed him in the houfe of Signor Angelo Contarinia 
Cavalier who being lately returned froman Em- 
bafly into France, was by publike order apointed to 
Court, & to attend that Prince. In that meeting the 
father was nothing deceived of what he fufpected, 
that befides the Princes owne curiofitie he fhould be 
environed with interrogatories at the inftance of o~ 
thers. All the difcourfe that followed betwixt them 
is found written with the very conceiptsand words 
that were then {poken and remaines where it ought 
to be. The fubftance of it was, that the Prince as he 
was of great birth which is very well knowne,fo he 
was ofa great vivacity, and and an extraordinary 
{pirit, joyned with great ftore of learning, and was 
continually 
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| continually upon a tempting way-to found the fa" 
ther concerning thefeéts of thetime , and chiefely 
concerning the reformed religion in France (which 
| he railed on as pernitious to government Yand then 
concerning fuperioritie betwixt a councell and the 
Pope, as alfo of the libertie of the Gallicane Church, i 
and whether it be lawfull to make ufe of the fervice 7 
in armes of thofe that diffent from us in religion, 1 
of theexcommunicating of Princes,and moft of all i 
who was the author of the hiftory ofthe councell of Hl 
Trent, which the Prince more by theinftigation of i 
{ome other then ofhis owne Genius was defirous to it 
know, (fuch power hath the contagion of thofe th 
that practife wich fomereligious men.) ~ if 
This flying difcourfe full of jumpes of provoca- ae 
tions and interrogatories feemed like a floting of 
waves that were to breake themfelves upon the ht 
rocks, ofrare, of briefeandofonely neceflitated . 
anfwers.’ His blaming of the Hugonets in France if 
without’ touching upon the leaft pointe of their a 
do&rine was by the father diverted with a fingular i 
dexteritie, reprefenting to his memory the valour | 
and prudence of his father and erica oe whereof 
the Prince being very intelligent, did quickly per- 
ceive what that fignified. 

Concerning the difference of fuperioritie be- Bi 
tweene the Pope and Councells, from thathe | th 
difentangled himfelfe by putting him in minde of 
the Sorbonne, and the alteration and depravation 
of that flate fincethe admiffion of the Jefuits into 
France, and the difference which is betwixt thean- 
cient and moderne Sorbonits without touching a- 
ny thing of the fuperiority which the Prince had 

moft defired. And likewife the liberties of the Gal- 
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licane Church, that he paft over in general] termes, 
faying that the Parliaments of France, and the Sor= 
bon it felfe have :maintained thefe liberties , as. 
the natural] rights of all the churches, but in France’ 
they have beene bevter defended. then elfewhere 
from the ufurpations of others.As for the making ufe 
of the armes of thofe that differ: from usin religion, 
he faid no more, butthatPopeGialio the fecond 
ferved himfelfe in Bolognia of Turkes 5 and Paul the 
fourth of the Grifons at’ Rome, calling them Angels 
fent: from God to defend him, and yet that Rik 
were but Heretiques. More largely they continued 
their difcourfe of the excommunications of Princes 
and the father reduced the Prince to the hiftory of 
Gregory the feaventh, of this fide the Alpes, and par- 
ticularly in France making him confeffe that he had 
feene the private writings and alfo of the ftates upon 
the like fubje& , where ifthe Popes had not preteni- 
ded fo far, that Pririces fhould not heare maffe nor 
be prefent at other offices, perhaps thecontroverfies 
had not growne fohot. But the point was,» whether 
Princes hada caufe of complaint , that under pre-, 
tences of excommunications, which are fpirituall 
paines, they fhould fuffer their fubjetts to rebell 
againft them, and be difobliged of their: fidelities 
and {ubjetion whichis due to them by lawes both 
paturall and divine,and ftirring up warres,and fedi- 
tions againft them as far as to lay waite for their 
lives, and take away their crownes and {cepters. 

To the point of the aathor of the councell of 


Trent. the father told him that he knew well, that 


he himfelfe was the man that had divulged. ic in 
France to be his, and had alfo told afmuch.to the 
| : Ambaffador 
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| Ambaflador of Venice, then refidenc with his 
Chriftian Majefty , whereupon the Ambaffador was 
_ conftrained to write of it to the publique, and fur- 
ther he did not anfwer him, but onely this; That at 
Rome it was well enough knowne who was the au~ 
_ thor , and after this with all his windings and tur- 
_ nings hecould get no more out of him. 
He that thall confider throughly of thefe pointes, 
_ and thac knowes the father, and knowes the Prince 
well, though of an elevated fpiric, will give his 
judgment upon the report that was after divulged, 
I believe rather from others then from the Prince 
himfelfe who gave it out that he had confounded 
the father, and reduced.him to fucha ftreightnefle, 
that he knew not what tofay. Buc as there is no- 
thing inthe world without his contrary, norany 
thing fo holy that is not fubje&toa finifter inter 
pretation after the father wasin publike employ- 
ment, and that his aGtions begunne to be more ob- 
ferved, andcommentedupon, itbehooved him to 
reftraine himfelfe from fuch vertuous commerces, 
wherein he was formerly frequent, alchough the oc- 
cafions were lefle frequent. Becaufe thofe that were 
ill affe&edto him, miadeit:aconclufion, that he 
had no fincere fence in the Remane religion, becaufe 
he treated with fuch indifferency and moderation, 
not enquiring into occult things that pertained not 
tohim ,and that he was now growne more fenfible 
of fuch defamations then he had been formerly :did 
arife from this confideration(&he fpake itopenly ) 
becaufe heretofore he had onely treated ofthings of 
hisowne intereft : but that being now a fervant of 
the Republique it was fit he fhould deny himfelf the 
pleafure 
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pleafure of thofe learned converfation, with this 
reafon that thofe impoftures which were put upon 
him as a minifter of ftate might not redound to the 
publike prejudice. But his conftancy in the purity 
of religion, hathnoneede ofa defence, nor is it 
needfull to make a digreflion upon that. Onely I 
fhall touch this particular whereof fo many men 
yet living are ableco make faich,and which whofo- 
ever goes abcut to deny fhall finde too many advere 
faries to contend with. 

One notable inconvenience from the imprudence 
of thofe writers that favoured the Ecclefiafticall 
caufe, inthe the yeare 1606, was this; That the 
caufe being pure, and meerely temporal], and mate 
ter of Jurifdi&iion , they procured by al] their cun- 
ning to reprefent it asa point of religion thinking 
that to be their abfolute advantage, not feeing how 
they could otherwife defend it , or at leaft infinuate 
it to be defenfible either at Court or among the 
people. In the zeale of this courfe they did fo far 
{urpaffe the ftreight line of veritie and confcience, 
that they grew to publifhin conference, in their 
pulpits, and in printe, that at Venice they were re= 
folved to change religion, having begunne by the 
denying of obedience to the Bifhop of Rome,and by 
a monifl {chifme, it is not much to be wandred at 
that this courfe tooke beginning from a fwarme of 
hungry ambitious libellers that were meerly ignos 
rant of former pafflages.But it is more to be admir‘d, 
that fo wifeand learned a Cardinalt fhould enter 
into this dance as Bellarmine, Baronius and Collonna 
that had reafon to know what prejudice fuch a fame 
(though falfe and now difperft abroad ) might 

In 


5 


bring to the Ecclefiattiques. 
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Paultbe Venetian. 1g7 ih 
In all Ariftocracies, equalitieis by the neceffity of 
_ humane condition moft unequall , as to the abilitie 
_ ofthe optimates there having never yet beene a col- f 
ledge or fociety fo well chofen that had had not th 
their dreggs arnong them; otherwife Ariftocracies 
would confift of fo many Kings, andthe vulgar: if 
part of it would be onely among the Optimates. 
_Forthisreafon , ( although for the defence of their | 2 
libertie, there were in all their bodies and counfell3 
at Venice a fingular concord, yet ) there wereall- . 
waies fome fubjec&ts of more valour and eminency 
then others that ferved as guides to thereft. Com- 
parifons are not to be admitted in common weales, ig 
wherefore it will not be fit to name any particulars aH 
But {peaking of things in generall it was a grace i 
and providence of almighty God that thofe which hy 
were the moft refolute and difpofed to this Com- if 
mon defence, were the greateft not onely in nobili- 
ty, honors experience, hability, and aétivity, but t 
even for piety and religion. A part of them are yet te 
alive, moft eminent Senators, and for puritie and 
_xzealeof holy religion knowne above all others. The 
reft of them are paft away from hence, by a moft re 
_ ligiousdeath to the glory of the blefled. ia 
The faid Ecclefiaftike fhot all their curfed darts Re 
efpecially againft thefe men as the moft high and We 
confpicuous objets taxing them _ for innovators of yo 
religion, charging them witha defigne of making 
the common weale revolt to the proteftant religion. 
The Oltramontanes, that were moft attentive to 
the fucceffe of thefe paffages, and to the fetling of {0 
famous a controverfie did greedily reade and re~ 
ceive whatfoever came abroade, believing all to be 
N truc 
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true that came from the Ecclefiafticks with fuch affe- 
verations,that the ferene republique was about to de- 
ny obedience to the Pope, and ready to changereli-~ 
gion becaufe thofe that were the chiefe in govern- 
ment, had the fame defigne. And thofe that were 
the greateft zelots among them , allured with hopes 
of enlarging their religion, and having obferved 
that upon all thofe occafions, which the Church of | 
Rome had taken to excommunicate Princes, and in- 
terdiG ftares , there ever followed fome notable.re- 
volts, thought fit it fhould be fomented with a hope 
( which they had already conceived ) of a change, 
and the Princes of Jraly failed not to procure a ftrike 
intelligence with the republigue, who when they 
faw the King of Speine declare himfelfe protector of 
the Ecclefiafticke partie, were conftrained for reafon 
of good government to heare all,and adhere onely 
to thofe whofe intereft was conjoyned with their 
owne. And divers private Doftors werenot wan- 
ting to fend out pamphlets, which for any diligence 
that could be ufed in fuch aconfufion were impofli- 
ble to be fo fuppreft, but that chey were alfo recei- 
ved at Venice. The {cope whereof was to give col- 
Jour and credit to that change which the Ecclefi- 
aftiques gave out to beinhand. The heads ofall 
were to propofe that the Pope excercifed an intol-- 
lerable tyrany over the foules and bodies of thofe 
that were fubje& to him, and to thew the great 
happineffe that thofeeftates enjoyed that had quit 
their obedience and might enjoy the goods and 
Jands which were left by pious Chriftians to pious 
ufes, which were either imployed to aright ufe, or 
elfe enjoyed by the people of the countrey to acom-- 
mon 
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mon benefit , whereas in thofe ftates that are under 
the papacy, there was feene an abhominable ufurpa- 
tion, a venality and publique theevery , and which 
was more, thofe goods conferred upon feditious 
men , and enemiesto thofe very ftates where they 7 
placed, the Popes being arived at this quint- effence 7 
off{ubtlety to maintaine in all their dominionsa’ | 
formidable fattion which for the moft part is des 
fraied by the purfe of thofe very ftates whofe de- 
ftru&tion and defolationthey hadin defigne. That 
their religion was the fame which was contained in 
holy {cripture, in general! councels and in the holy 
fathers of the five firft ages,agreeing with the Church 
of Rome in all the old articles of faith ,  onely their 
difcord is in thofe that are of their late invention 
which ifany man will examine one by one, he fhall 
finde that they make very licle totheglory of God, 
but to thegayning ofriches, and reputation and of 
mundane Jurifdi&ion to the Ecclefiafticke or- 
der. 

They further infinuated thatthe Romane religi« 
on was infenfibly abaftarded , and that nothing elfe 
was reduced to religion, but that which makes { 
for the intereft and benefit of the Court. They if 

-madea colle&ion of the intollerable grievances of im 
Princes who for the prefent makelamentableand 
continuall complaints. They defcended to the par- 
ticulars of the ferene republique which confining 
upon the Turks for above eight hundred miles, and 
as muchupon the houfe of e4uftria, and withthe 
Pope very few milcs which were nothing but of fand Fi 
and fea-fhore, yet they received more offence from itt 
that fide and more trouble of jurifdiGtion inone # 

N 2 month 





a a eenmnd 


me 


——7w~ 
» Re ee icanan aed oak aaa 





=i 


: ¥ : SPL el bibiisciiiagaticls 2 + haa mf 
p bEstecatetsrebl tl ililing rebibialaposdbiadhsrsrebsisi coielbiesboebtbehimshelgniabbiaia: any 


































%4 
23 
‘4 

> 
im 
i 
ta 
“| 
+ y 
| 
bs 
“a 
- 
; 


¥ 
ni 
ied 







Wickets nn 


£ 


t 
f 
: 


gies 


160 The Life of F ather 


moneth, then from both the others in ten yeares,be- 

fidcs other continual] troubles with their Nuncio’s, 
who where they cometo treat with their Prince , 
they doe it with fo much infolencie and foveraign- 
ty, as ifhe were not onely their fubje&, but their 
flave, carrying ft1l] before them the head of Medufa, 
the pretence of Religion , to fright the timerous : 
And the greatett Politicians that ever were, are not 
able to penetrate the profundity of the Arcana of 
the Papacie, by hismifchiefe, which was meerely 
caufed by the Ecclefiaftiques themfelves , and was 
by them attributed afterwards to thofe eminent 
fubje€ts.in Venice, that were the principal! maintai- 
ners of the-publick caufe, 

But flill che Father was hee on whom the blame 
was laid, Heit was (ifwe believe the Courtiers) 
that excited Proteftants to put forth bookes to illu- 
minate the people. He it was that counfelled thefe 
great men to a neceflity ofa change of Religion,un- 
der pretence that the Popes were growneto fucha 
greatneffe, that nothing could ferve their turnes but 
the fervitude of all Jtaly. 

But if ever any thing were falfe and calunmnious, 
itis this; and although the Father feem’d not much 
toregard their defamations, yet fo farre asit con- 
c rnd the declaring of himfelf,touching the provi- 
fions that were to be made from timeto time with 
the Senators,he gave his opinion & counfel viva vee 
ce, and vehemently upon all occurrents, and oft in 
writing upon innumerable counfels, having al waies 
taught and inculcated , that not only for truth and 
con{cience fake, but even for neceflity and reafon 
of good government, every faithfull man, but big 
Oo 
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SS Nal 
of all-Princes ought to invigilateto the maiate- 
nance and confervation of Religion. Heeathin’d 

that to this end God had confticuted Princes as his f 
Lieutenants in thofe ftates whercin the Church was i: 
planted, and conferr’d their greatneffe upon them, 
to make them Proteétors, Defendors, Conferva- 
tors, and Nurfes ‘of holy Church , as facred Scri- ie 
 ptures make mention, in which calling, the greateft 
of them can never givea fufficient difcharge of him- HE 
felf,except it be bya continualland vigilant care in ae 
matters of Religion. That God by hisfingular grace ih 
had placed them in this Catholique Apoftclick 
Romane Holy Church, for which they were bound et 
to acknowledge his divine favour, and render him | 
-continuall thanks. No greater misfortune being . 
able to befall them from Heaven , then that they 
fhould abandon or forfakeit. And howbeic there 
be many abufes, yecthat is not to‘bee imputed to 
the fault of Religion’, but of them that abufeic. Hi 
“And all this being moft true and undeniable , no 
‘man ought to fuffer himfelfe to bee fhaken in his 
-confidence,nor the Prince to give way thata chang 
or alteration fhould befo much as fpoken of. That 
-perfe&tion, and abfolute purity, is the very Termi- 3 
nus whereunto the Church, and every faithfull man it; 
ought to pretend, though it be not the path where- | 
‘in alwayes they tread ©.Thofe Churches which if 
‘were founded by the Apoftles themfelves, and | 
wherethey preach’c and refided, were not exempt 
from impertections, whereof the Epifile to the Ga- 
Jathians gives a clear teftimony, but more clearely 
that to the Corinths. That as for their charity {ome 
adhered to Peter, othersto Paul, othersheld of A- 
: N 3 pollo, 
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es Ne 
pollo, with ichifme and expres divifton from ‘Chrift. 
As for opinions, there were fome that denied. the 
Refurrection. .As forconcord, they drew their 
pleadings and differences to, the Fribunals of Infi- 
dels. As for manners, they had fornication among 
them, fuch as was unheard of among theldolaters. 
As for cuftomes, the fupper of the Lord was,conver- 
ted into banquets, where fome were drunke;,,>.-and 
others hungry. And yet all this while the Apoftle 
acknowledgeth them to bea true Charch and a 
body of Chrift. ‘How much’ ‘more ought;we then 
to ftand firme in the Church; where God’ by his 
fingular grace hath fetled.us , although in the Gos 
vernment thereof there: be imperfeéions and abu- 
fes, which are alfo fince convérted into intollerable 
grievances, L citerab 4 G orice 
Butif at thisday thofe evils: have gotten grouth, 
the faule will be found to bee.in the Princes them~= 
felves, who having little regard to the divine Pre- 
cept, which fo ftraightly obliges to take knowledge _ 
of Gods moft holy Law , andof Religion,but have 
aleogether neglected. this: duty, as if Religion. were 
athing that didnot concerne them , and, asif they 
were not to. rendér an account to'God,,>héither 
for themfelves, nor their fubje&ts, by neglecting the. 
care and defence of it againft the divine precepts. of 
Gods Word, the dofrine of holy Councels and 
Fathers, and the ule of pious Princes, contenting 
themfelves with a Religion,without knowing what 
it is, nor how it fhould bee kept from corruption , 
tolerating for their owne interefts, their adulation, 
and connivancies, the cofenage of the people with 
continuall alterations, under colour of devotion 
and 
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and piety, with adayly licen(e, not onely to religi- 
ous men, but to all forts of perfons , to invent new 
orders to their owne gaine, and greatneile . ‘vith- 

out confidering teat every cuftome Carries pis crc 

dic along with it, and fo Religion becomes chan- 1: 
-_geable,and accommodated to the advancements of 1 
them that manageir.. Andthete ordinary aiterati- tf 

_ons'being received | the Princes themiclves have to- if 
| Jerated theni, and fo they have agreed with pofteri- 
_ ty for approbation, by an authority which time and 
euftome had put uponthem. A thing that hap- 
pens in the greateft part of humane affaires, but 
moft in Religion where the vulgar are the inventers ut 
of fiperitition. The Pope, befide that he is the head a4 
of Religion, isalfoa Prince, and one that from a~ 4 
bove 500 yeares to this day hath afpired to the Mo- 
narchy of Italy, whereunto he is {o neare'a neigh- hf 
bour: And what wonder can be made of it, if he | 
practife all the meanes he can to enlarge his jurifdi- F 





eae 





di&ion. Hee hath three great charges upon hims Hf 
that of Religion; that ofthe Ecclefiatticall affatress if 
and the temporaltie ofhis Eftate. And the Foun- } 


taine from which all ill is derived, is in this, 
that his rightis not well diftinguifhe from that of % 
Princes. ba 

There are alfo three kindes of Canons, of {pirt- tb 
—tuall things, oftemporall things , and chofe that it 
are mixt of both; Ofthe firft, the care ought tobe 
in the Ecclefiaftiques , of the fecond none can carry 
the exercife beyond their owne tempora!! : ‘tates, 
and forthe third, itisasmuchthe dutie of Princes i 
to take care asof the Ecclefiaftiques themfelves it HY 
not more. In all the life ofthe jailer, there hath hy 
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not happened in the moft fereene dominion any 

diffention of opinion in the leaft tittle , notin the 

firft of thefe three heads becaufe the republique was 

borne Catholique, and hathalwaies continued fo. 

All the difturbance hath happened upon the fecond 

head, whereof the Court hath made ufe to the aug- 

mentation of their jurifdiGion , and of their tem- 

porall dominion. From the third, that Prince is too 
ignorant and unworthy, that fuffers himfelfe to be 

excluded. And that the Court at this day more then 

ever, doe their uttermoft endeavourto enregifter 
and authenticatethe exclufion of Princes: yet this 
isbecaufe Princes ( having in favour of their caufe 
fach cleere fentences from the new and old tefta- 
ment from Counfells and holy fathers, befides the 
practife ofall times} doe not feeke to repaire them- 
felves. If at fuch times asthe Nuntios and Ecclefi- 
afticks apeare mask’t with religion in pretence, and 
the facred Cannons ( abufing thefecond and third 
by the firft) and if thofe which governe, and are 
inftru€ted by divine precept, would take notice 
what thofe Cannons were which concerne faith 
( which.the republicke inviolately obferves with 
high reverence ( and thofe which concerne Ecclefi= 
aftigue affaires of difcipline, and adminiftration of 
goods, of fecular affaires, and thofe which concerne ~ 
neither faith nor religion , but the greatnefie of the 
Court, and that they underftood and would main- 
taine in them the power which God hath given 
Princes, they would quickly pull off the maske and 
make thofe blifi that thought foto abufe the good- 
1effe and fimplicitie ofothers, and would vindi- 

cate themfelves from that perpetuall injurie which 
is 
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is offered them, as if they had offended religion by 
defending the power which God hath granted, and 
the jurisdi&tion whereof a Prince ought notto fuf 
fer the leaft diminution, without being guilty of 
this grievous fin. 

Of this pious fence of his, let that fupreame reve- 
rence ( wherewith in all his confultations and wri- 
tings, he had alwaies honored the Sea Apoftolicall 
and the Popes )be an argument. Although in the 
meane time he fpared not to fet forth the truth in 
that which concernes the legitimate of power, 
which God hath given the Prince. But unjuftly doe 
thefe men complaine, that would have church-men 
be without affeétions Erunt vitia donec homines 5 or 
of Princes fervants that feeke the advantage of their 
matters. If church-men ferve themfelves of the pre- 
tence of religion tothis purpofe, let the other come 
plaine ofnone but themielves, ifthey be not well e- 
nough inftru&ed to reduce the oppofites to this 
point, to make them fee that the zeale of religion is 
not weaker inany then in Church-men andfo to 
goe no further. 

Thefe and other difcourfes he ufed, inculcating 
alwaies the duty of every one for the defence and 
confervation of the Catholike religion, and not to 
faffer themfelves to yeild to any abufe how great fo- 
ever, But the Court ( which hath knowne his pie- 
ty, and holy courfeof life which began from his 
childhood, and continued without reprehenfion 
to his laft breath in al] thofe exercifes of religion, 
which belong ) not toa fuperftitious and paffionate 
flattererof the Court, ora fautor of reformations) 
but to a folide and fincere Catholicke anda man 
religious 
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66 The Life of Father 
religious by profeflion ). have nevertheleffe gone fo 
far with their calumniés (as to attribute thatto 
him) which God grant be not found in many of 
themfelves (an indeieble blemifh ) of having no re- 
ligion at all. God forbid that by theconceipt at 
thefe mena blameleffe life, and irrepreheniibic con- 
verfation in the view of fo many :fevere. cneraics 
fhould be thought to be the effe& of Acheifme, . aaci 
impiety and that the argumentof thisfo greata 
cenfare fhould be drawne from thedpinion of his 
learning.’ The divine {cripture which ateributes A- 
tkeifme to ignorance; to foolifhneffe,to an unbri- 
dledneffe in diffolutionsyand a being given over as a 
prey to their owne paflions, hath taught it far other- 
wile. True itis, chat the foolifh and ignorant vul- 
gar, feeing {ome eminent {ubjecs in {ciences not to 
comply with their foolith fuperfition which are 
onely tolerated by their owne gtidesand. canonized 
becaufe they are gainefull ,» have beene accuftomed 
to judge thus finifterly.But it isa jadgment is onely 
worthy of thofe that formed ic. Butifa profound 
knowledge of fecond caufes doe induce us¢oa 
more tenacious reverence of the firft(( as Saint Paul 
teacheth ) the matter is cleave enough. Befides, that 
thofe very Courtiers who having their eyes dazled 
at fo great a light of goodneffe and fcience ;. are 








growne fo injurious to that rare vertue, as to be 


frequent in fuch domefticall arguments as thefe that 
thofethat: are fallen from the right hand and have 
banifht divinitie from their héart doe ufually ftrike 
into one of thefe two extreames, : ¢ither of a totall 
diffolution or a violentfuperftition,, and perhaps 
never into the meane. Thanks be to God that in def 
pite 
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pite of themfelves they mutt confeffe the contrary 
of our father, in both thefe ,, nor doe I. believe that 
the moft fuperftitious , men will ever yeild him the 
- commendation that either..in word or a&tions he 
fhewed any favour to their voluntarie worfhip or . 
their other impoftures. : And to fay the truth ,, how ia 
can any wife man comply with.their opinions, and 
fuperftitious a&tions ? ‘which are the very, quint~ 
_ effence of humane fooleries, and of higheft injury to 
- the Creator ? - etyorsy to Wn) 
- The neceffityeof publique. employment . had 
brought him:into, the knowledge of the,principall 
men of publique government ,,. whofe vertues if I 
fhould commemorate,.. with their Honors due unto 
them it-would; beneceflary, to, engage a volume of | 
praifes. Let it {uffice that, with allthe Grandees of Ee 
— the.republicke he was'in the greateitconceipt that if 
any private perfon could obtaine 5, nay,rather, none 
fhall ever obtaine the like,.till God and nature fhall | 
produce: another father Pay! , who in., that, way of + 
prudence. ..which wee will call converfation hath 
not onely:arrived at that excellent degree,which the 
wifeft have obferved to have bin ,onely in, Socraiess 
but hath gonebeyondit, by converfing,with , and " 
admitting. to. his converfation all forts of perfons is 
and profeffions, and of allages’,,.and hath got the th 
love of all who had nothing elfeto fay, offhim, bur 
of the greatnefle ofhismodeftic »), humilitics and. af- 
fabilitie: ft 7 
In all companies heappeared the mafter | and in 
the varietieof his opinions fome went away, belic- 
ving that he was of theirs.,,and othersthought he 


had the intentions of Socrates» And although ‘he 
were 
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were now growneinto yeares, yet with the fame 
hilaritie, and cheerefullneffe, thatashe converft 








. with Senators of his owne age, fo he applied him- 


felfe tothofe young men of the primary nobilitie 
who confecrate their witts to vertue, and to their 
countrey with hononr, which wee will call the 
Tyrocintum or the young Milicia of ftate in the com- 
mon wealth, who are calledamong vs Savii dordi- 
ni, the wifemenof the orders. To them he wasa 
Treafury of records, a library,a hiftory. Tacitus, Po~ 
lybius Zenopbon, Thucydides and whaf not. bn 

Thofe eminent fubje&s will alwaies celebrate 
his memory. Pietro Contarini, Leonardo Guftiniano, 
Giacomo Marcello, Giorgie Contarini, Andrea Capello, 
Marnizane. That flower of nobilitie ofingenuity 
and hope ofhisCountrey, that tublime wit Giace- 
mo Morefint- Oh bicter death, that whileft I am 
writing hath robd us of this man that was the de- 
light of his friends, the great example of thofe of 
his owne yeares, a great Patrone to his fervants, 
great hope of hiscountrey and many others. I have 
referved for the laft place Signor Marc Ereni{ano, 
becaufe I muft not paffe him over in a word. 

This Signor began an intimate friendthip with 
the father from the time that’he was created Savio 
de gliordint, asutually other did. But the privacy 
was fo ftricktly knit betwixt them after he had fe- 
nounced his attendance upon honors, and given 
him felfeto morall Philofophy, and to all kindes 
of learning that might improve a man, that he dai- 
ly vifited the father | who tooke fo much pleature ’ 
in his ‘Company, that notwithftanding the great- 
neffe of his employments , he had given order that 
wiicnfoever 
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whenfoever Signor Marco came, he fhould be 
brought in unto him which favour was vouchfaft to 
no other but himfelfe. And this was becaufe their 
- converfation wasnow paft into fuch a degree of 
friendfhip with a full libertie of faying to him, . 
without offence when he cametohim. Go your 1, 
way Signor for at this time I am very bufie. The fa- i 
ther rejoyced infinitely among the other ingenu- i 
ties, and rare qualities and vertues that were in him, Bi 
at thisveracity, and would fay freely Lodato iddto i 
che ho ipa trevata uno chemi parla non in Ma{cheray | 
praifed be God that I have met with one man that a 
{peakes not to meinamaske. And verily Signor ie 
Marco told him without a vaile the truth of all i 
things in Venice, the conditions of perfons , their 
interefts, theirdeportments, whereof he had ex- . 
quifite information, but where he difcovered any HM 
defeéts in the father himfelfe, thofe with all candour. iy 
They call you (faith he to him ) the Patrone of F 
your affe&tions. And I obferve you to have affecti- ia 
ons like other men though different. This perpetu- if 
all fitting in your Cell, and turning over bookes 
whichare not legible to others, this {hutting your 
felfe up in your ftudy without ever coming he 
abroade. This unrelented way of reading and re 
writing (father ) is a kindeof intemperance, as i 
heretofore were my amorettes and wantonneffe,but iG 
yetwith this difference that opinion gives a title 
oflewdneffe to one, and to the other names of ' 
honor. i 
He proceeded to tell him , that in this he feemed } 
ratherto be ina degree of obftinacy then otherwife 
becaufe in a declining age he would not remit , a 
| inten 
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pn nn in 
intend thofe travells which inhis more vigorous 
yeares, he was hardly able to undergoe.Hetold him 
further({miling )this is@pardon me )a Kind of ambi- 
tion that raignes in you,and a thoufand other lear- 
ned and facetious galantries.T he firft time that they 
difcourfttogether, The father ( who ashis manner 
was to fay much in afew words ) faid when he was 
gone. This trevifanetto hath a great heart ( allu- 
ding to the littleneffe of his body that had yeilded 
fo fartothe greatneffeofhis minde ) and is very a- 
ble for great refolutions, But after hecame to know 
of the friend(hip that was betwixt him and Signor 
Barbarizo, which, ( let it be lawfull for me to fpeake 
of athing that by farall encounters hath raifed it 
felfe to fuch a height that it hath wearied all penns): 
He was alfo willing to contribute fomething to fo 
rare aworke, It was not fit that fo high a fabricke 
of vertue fhould be raifed at Venice, except this 
great Archite& put hishand to it. And hearing Sig- 
nor Marco recount the various: accidents that had 
palt becwixt them,& a defire of a total] tranfmutati- 

on and transfufion not onely of externall things but 
of themfelves: according to that of Amicorum omnia 
communia , “which isin every mans mouth, and per- 

hapsnever’ pratifed but in this example. Certain- 

ly never in fuch a degree as.afterwards it prooved 
to be betwixt thefe gentle-men.: And having deli- 

vered fome ‘excellent do&rines concerning friend- 

fhip he did appoint Fulgentio. to tranflate out of 
French into Ttalian that effay of Michael di Montagna 

of friendfhip which fo foone as it was done?(I can- 

not relate how acceptable it was to both thefe gen 
tlemien, finding in their owne hearts-andaffeCtions: 
not 
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not onely chofe conditions of friend(hip which that 
great perfon had expreft with fo rare examples fet 
out foran Idea of a perfe& friendthip , , but alfo to 
finde therby how far they had exceeded his defcrip- 
tion. poly there was nothing elfe to be donebut to 
raife that fabricketo the height, which after among 
civill vertues was growne to bethe right of mira- 
cles, The preparations to it were infinite, not ordi- 
ary mutuall offices, the foundation was a faith and 
fecure confidence, that one might believe his friend 
as far as himfelfe. The conftruction a meere chari- 
tie, which hath fhewed the world that Signor Mar- 
co did in a moment and not by degrees ftrip himfelfe 
of thofe exceffes and inveterated habits of vices of 
lafcivious delights and other things which had 
brought himtoa poore fortune, becaufe he would 
- not be thought to be a wafter of thofe fortunes, 
whereof he was now by thevertue of friendthip 
made aPatron. And in Signor Barbarigo that had 
a wife and many children to beable in his life time 
to make another man the abfolute Patrone of his 
fortunes, whom all men knew to be the confumer 
ofthis owne, and upon no other confideration fave 
onely of being his friend. 

But the father did not liveto fee the garland 
with which this fabricke was crowned with the two 
Pyramides which were carved and ingraven by the 
Knife of all the judicious witha Non plus ultra. All- 
though in his life time he might fee Signor Marco 
( in the houfe of Barbarigo) Lord and Patrone ofall 
and knew byhisfpeculation, that they having {et- 
led in their hearts that rule of Amicorum omnia com- 
munia might alfo make an external] prattife of it, 
in 
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in all and every thing elfe. Wherein his chariti® 
( the greateft inventreffe of the world ) did after 








"ward puthim in minde ina way to effectit, by 


procuration and teftament fo far as it was in the 
power of lawto doe it. And thefe gentlemen have 
arrived at fucha perfe&tion of charitie that to die 
one for another ( which hath beene reputed che 
{upreame point of friendthip )in a mutuall prepa- 
ration and readineffe, andnot in fhadowes but by 
‘effeGtuall prefenting themfelves to dangers, isa 
thing fo far below theirlove , that they fpeake of it 
asathing notto be efteemed , and wherein they 


_ know no imaginable difficultie, Many have fufpec- 


ed that this affe&tion could not laft alwaies , and 
the father himfelfe obferving the violence of Signor 
Marco made a queftion of ic. But being afterac- 
quainted with Barbarigo, if the minde may be 
called a Sea in refpe& of affeétions, and perturbati- 
ons, thenthis of his was a fimooth fea and alwaies 
calme, and toward his friend without windes with- 
out ebbing or flowing an eternal] tranquilitie, and 
a minde though without oftentive profeffion of _ 
knowledges; yet capacious of all things, efpecially 
thofe that regard humanitie. Then he changed his 
opinion, and believed it would be perpetuall, and 
{aid it was like the conjun&ion of iron and fteele 
were the one gave toughneffe, and the other gavé 
edge, and as it happened afterwards, Imy felfe 
thinking oftheir friendfhip , which at this day is 
one of the glories of our City: and of our age:,have 
concluded, that if it were poffible for a divifion to 
rife betwixt thefecwo, itcould notbe upon any 


other 
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other ground then thie, that if ic came in quettion 
to expofe themfelves. toany danger the one and the 
other would be he, and each would conteft that the 
other fhould be referved , bothbelieving they had 
reafon, being fo fharpened in their charities, as to 7 
explicate, and confute each others reafons, and 4 
without doubt this would have put them to dif= th 
cord, if charitie ic felfehad not found a remedy of 
their being alwaies together, wherefoever any dan- 
fhould have happened, becaufe nature does not per= 
mit that two fhould be one alone except it be S a 
concordance of wills.’ And] am of opinion, that 16 
that next to that degree already efteemed the highett te 
(which isto laydowne, not verbally but really it 
their lives for one another ) they havearrived at that ah 
great point to which , as yet it is believed that na- 4 
ture nor morall vertue never came, but in this ones } 
ly effe& of an excellent divine charitie ; that ific 
fell into queftion that one of them fhould befub: if 
jet to damnation, and divine wrath, the ftrife He 
would be betwixt them which thouldtake ic upon 
himfelfe and preferve his friend. In which kinde of 
accefle I findeng example in the courfe of hiftories 
nor in the redundance of divine graces, aniong mor= 
tall relations of {uch an affection in any kindeex= 
cept it were of thofetwo great Heroes, and divine i 
‘men Saint Payl and Mofes, and ina fable ofakinde ih 
of darke report of Caffor and Pellax which hath but | 
little to doe with this living and knowne example 
ofours , becaufe they underftood not whatit was to 
be either bleft or damned. And ifamong the Heroe- 
ique vertues there {was found out °an Apotheofis 
which is nothing elfe then an extenfion of vertues 4 
: O and 1 
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andhuaane conditions to a perteCtion not humane 
but chintericall and imaginary, then with more fo- 
lidity by true and reall a&s, and not diftant from 
useither in times.or piaces , -but exiftenr and under 
our eyes have thefe two gentlemen fo well deferving 
of huwanitie merited for having taught usanew 
way ofvertue, and madeusfee that afole confent in 
all things both divine and humane, isnot abargaine 
of witalone, as hitherto the. world hath believed 
it to be; but areall worke truly heroicall and excel- 
lent , whereat love and benevolence.can.onely ae 
rive, not onely to be admired, and had in, venera- 
tion, as.an Idea of truefriends, but tobe reputed the 
tutelar powers or numen of friendfhip. 
Notwithftanding it,be very true,that to multiply 
knowledge, is to encreafetravaile and forrow , be- 
caufe the poore Father, from the fame of his know- 
Jedge, the dexterity of his wit, the charity of help- 
ing all that came.to him, and of agoodneffe ofna- 
tureto doe well, was become noe only the fervant 
of thepublique, but of particular.men; .not.onely | 
of this City , but. of the whole State, and even:to | 
ftrangers, becaufe in all .dificule caufes his opinion | 
was {ought and appeared in all things like the-fen- | 
tence of a divine oracle and to the wonder.of the 
world that his anfwers how .unpremeditate foever | 
were yet fo wife. and folideitothe moftarduous de- | 
demands,  that.upon.a long meditation.they.could | 
not have beene-made better either for :brevitie.or | 
ipeaking tothepoint. And whatfoever.proceeded 
rom (that blefled mouth , of his was fixt pold| 
weighed in the ballance of more then humane judg- | 
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That which made him moft admir’d was the 
coupling together of vertues, and with conditions 
Which arenot ufually met in oneand the fame fub: 
je, as knowledge and humilitie > prudence with 
meekneffe, retiredneffe and officiouineffes, feriouf- 
nefle and pleafantneffe ,arguteneffe without offence, 
brevity and perfpicuity, fweetnefle and folidity. 
But ic appeares that {cience hath a veneficke vertue of 
fwelling many men ; but that isonly proper to vaine 
and fuperficiall {ciences, but that which is confum- 
mate and profound is on the contrary like an en- 
gine to caft downe every proud thought, andthe 
father had particularly {pent fo much of his time in 
the ftudy and knowledge of humane nature » that if 
it thould pleafe God that fome forme were but gi- 
ven tohis notes that he left upon that argument, I 
am certaine that hitherto, no Philofopher hath 
{peculated fo far intothe knowledge of humanitie. 
And I fay boldly that in all courfe of time hitherto, 
none ever arived at the depth of that noth ing of hu- 
manenature fo it may be lawfull forme to callic) 
becaute the father himfelfe faidfo , who efteenied 
| himfelfe as nothing. It is remembred by one that 
told him of his humilitie that heblutht likea virgin 
| to heare himfelfe praifed for any of his excellent 
| parts-And although he thought very well of a gen- 
| tleman yetliving , and full of philofophicall and 
politique learning, and an eloquent orator , yet the 
}father avoided him what he could for this onely 
reafon, that when he faluted him he entituled him 
Jalwaies Il/a/trifime Padre which was donewith ree 
|fpe& co his vertueand merit, and not according to 

QO 2 complements. 
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complements. And he refolved that his friend Ful- 
gentio fhould acquainte him with hisdiflike of thofe 
{alutations but the gentleman anfwered him againe. 
To whom then can that title be due? if it Beat 
due to that angell ofheaven. And alwaies when he 
made enquiry of his health, or how he did, he 
would doe it in that or the like fort. How does, or 
what does that Angell of Paradife? This was all 
the fruit of his greac fludies, which were not ad- 
dreft to oftentation but totrue wifdome, to the 
cultivating of his minde ( which is the greatelt feli- 
city ofthis life)and to humility. | 
Prudence for the moft part makes men fome- 
what rigide, and d‘fficall tobe treated with , and 
truly in former times the father hath beene taxed of 
{uch defe&ts, and hebimfelfe in his anatomy of his. 
affeftions and defeGtions , where it appeares that he 
had lifted them all for a combate and for a viCtory 
to be had over them ( which he had defigned ) and 
there he acknowledge him felfe to befevere inofhi- 
cious, andhardto pleafe. But he had now fo vane 
quifht thofe’ difpofitions that his affabilitie and 
mildneffe was growne to be fingular : his modeftie | 
fo marvelous; that when he faw another in an er=_ 
rour, or that he underftood not the bufinefle , he 
would never ufea fharpe reprehenfion, but bring 
them to a review and contute them with fo civill | 
language , that he left them not without fome con- | 
ceipt of his ownc propen fion to their opinions on- 
ly excufing himfelfe chat what he could not conde- 
{cend unto was, by reafon of his owne incapacity, 
which neither gave him leave to fee the reafons that 
had inducedthem,nor how to refolve well upon hi, 
owne. And 
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| -Andforthat officioufneffe wherein (it feemes) 
' when he was in alower fortune, he had been wan- 
‘ting. Hewas grownefo prompt and obfequious, 
that ifhe could doe a fervice, or a courtefie co him 
that requiredit ofhim, hee would bee {fo difcon- if 
tent, that he could not conceale his difpleafure. In i 
one thing he was infuperable to himfelf, in aétivi- if 
ty, and refolution , becaufe as in things of {pecula- ij 
tion, he was fodaine and ready : Soin confultati- 
ons that were to be put in action, hee was growne ie 
flow andirrefolute. He would turne over, and i 
"revolve, and never feem {atisfied , and this flucta- if 
ation ftill increaft upon him , whereupon I am i 
- fometimes of opinion , thata prudence in medio- i 
-crity makes men ative, and refolute;’ but too great HE 
-anone, with anextraordinary knowledge ot Hi- # 
-ftories, and obfervation of examples and events, . 
makes men timerous and refty. Or whether this } 
this bea weaknefle proper, and infuperable by old HH: 
age, or whetherin the greatneffe of his foule,from a 
that time forward, he beheld all thofe things fo far a 
below himfelfe , as to make that a Remorato his | 
activity. I am only {ure that he was now reduced. 
to fo great an indifferencie concerning humane i 
events, as no man could afpive to a greater. j 
Now lamina kinde of neceflicy of defrauding 6 
the Father of that which fhould be the top and fu- ih 
preame degree of his heroique and moft perfe& 4 
vertues, and which would make him, to appear to a: 
be of an intrepide heart, and of aconftancie which 
in a good mate were invariable , by telling the true 
oceafion for which fome Senators, not onely the | 
principall, but the very pie ones,and of the grea. i 
te{t 
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teft Families, conceiv'd fome ill affe&tions towards 
him, which while they were alive, and fome of 
them after the Fathers death, could not diffemble. 
Now with reverence to their illuftrious Pofterities, 
Tet them ever preferve this picture of the Father tru- 
ly, without either too muchlight 5 or in the pureft 
colours, and let it be drawne over with this veile, 
That Fra: Paulo (fuch as he was) never had any e- 
7 nemies, neither as he was a publique fervant, nor a 
rae Confultor of State , nor ever incurr’d the ill af- 
ae fe&tion of any , except it were for a publique 
Be ae caufe. | 
a This famous man pleafed himfelf with a writing 
Hae of his, where heacknowledged hee had contraéted 
t the hatred of fome great ones , and great in govern- 
ment, but yet fich as did for the moft part poftpofe 
the publique honour, to their own intereft , and 
ae private commodities. Hee mighthave comforted 
ae \ himfelfe yet farther in this, that neither for pro- 
Li mifes nor threatnings, they were ableto.make him 
decline the leaft point from that which was either of 
juttice,or publique fervice. And it was not becaufe 
Ce he was ignorant how much it might have turned to 
ae his advantage to have done otherwife, or that hee 














al fervire: And therefore he would doe nothing but 

mit what belong’d to his charge, nor more willingly 
then what hee was commanded by the moft ex- 

healed cellent Senate, , 

per But in acharge fo univerfall, it is impoffible that 
fomething of the publique fervice fhould not tra-. 

4 vere the interefts and affeGtions of private men, 

Bt Wy Which area part of the body of government, and 





had it not alwayes inhis mouth Gonviene fedelmente 






























1 





| 









HOTTA PESTER EG CST TETTT ES PARTE EEE EERSTE DETER EEE TE ‘fap: Seas 


~ 


Paul the Venetian 179 





in particular concerning Ecclefiaftick Benefices, 
and caufes of that kinde , wherein they are blinded 
by their paflions ; for which refpe& the Father 
would alwayes fay , the Common-weal chad 


need to have both a Divineand a Canonift among 





them; to which purpofe, before his death hee had 
publifh’ra little tract, but to his friends he would 
fay more freely , that no man could bee able for 
fuch a fervice, that had not troden'under his fooe 
both hopesand feares. The reafon of which {peech 
fhall be beft underftood by him that beft under- 
ftands Government , and knowes how impoflible 


Gristo find abody fo united to the publique good, 


in which there fhall not be fome that will hate and 


threaten, and perfecuce, when they apprehend that 


any one fhall oppofe the defignes of their private 


profit, how neceffary, and cleare , and juft foever 





the oppofition bee, and this for the moft part a- 
bounds in Ariftocracies. 

The fervour, and totall dedication of himfelfe 
(next after God) to the publique fervice, may 
take argument fromhence , that hee was alwayes 
refolv’d, that by his meanes , nor for his fake, no 
controverfies fhould arife. Butunder Paul 5. there 
was nooccafion, becaufe all difcord was put to 
filence, asit was confidered before, but Gregory 
the rsth being created his Succeffor, the Father 
had heard of fome difcourté that was ufed by him 
to the Venetian Ambaffadours that were fent to 
congratulate his Election, thac there would never be 
aperfe& peace betwixt the Republick, and the Sea 
Apoftolick,but fuch a one as the Father Paul fhould 


approve of, Whereupon the Father in that now 
O 4 de- 
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declining age of his, was ftrongly refolv’d, rather 
then there fhould be any difference > hotonely to 
withdraw himfelfe from ehe fervice of that Senate, 
bat declining the Popes anger ifhe fhould have per- 
fevered (as not long after it removed out of his fan- 
cie, and there wereno more words of it, it being 
the nature ofthat Popenot to init long upon any 
thing ; and perhapsin this hee was not moved of 
bimielfe, but by fome others, orelfe that he had 
received fome more briefe and fignificant fatisfaGi- 
on then hee expe&ed) to retire himfelfe our of the 
State of Fenice. And becaufeto have fo difpofed 

of himfelf (as many great {pirits would have done ) 








— 


beare, and to paffe himfelfe into a Proteftant coun- 
try, had been to expofe himéelfe to calumnies; or 
if into thofe States wherethe Court and the Ec- 
¢lefialticks have an abfolute power , had beene 
Without prudenceto hazard himfelf againe to poy- 
fon, or ftillettoes, hee refolv’d to goe into the Eaft 
Countries, to Conftantinople , or into fome other 
place, and made preparations accordingly. Hee 
defired to be inform’d from fome that ‘had made 
voyages, and particularly from an Hebrew , that 
had gonethither often by land, to bee diftin@ly 


inftru&ted of every thing. He had found meanes 


alfo to haveapafpore fromthe Porc of the grand 
Signor againft the dangers of that voyage, in cafe 
he went no further. He was alfo reiolv’d to re- 
dervefome provifions for his owne ufe, whereof 
he was a creditor, and had formerly ufed to ex- 
pend, and give away in almes, and otherwife, with- 
out keeping any for himfelfe, and the fumme Hh 
after 


neitver his confcience, nor religion, could well. - 
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| after remained in the Convent was about 1000. 
| Duccats, and confequently he hadall things in rea- 
| dinefs to encounter with any adverfe fortune, ra- 
| ther than that for his fake, eitherhis country or hfs 
Prince ( whom hee had faithfully ferved ) fhould 
-fuffer the leaft inconvenience, although he were fe- 
cure enough, that the Senate would rather have 
undertaken a war for him, than abandoned his pro~ 
tection. 
| And of this tranfmutation he would {peak with 
all cheerfulneffe, and fay that in his age he fhould 
enjoy that which in bis youth he had-extreamly de- 
fired, which wasa peregrination, which although 
in his minde he had much affected, anowing by 
- Geography as much as couldbe known of King- 
domes, and Scituations and People, and by Hiftery 
their a&tions and cuftomes, yet that feem’d to him, 
-inrefpe& of that which a man fees with his eyes, 
‘but adark knowledge, un {apere in ombra, and the 
defire of knowledge encreafeth with yeares. God 
and Nature gavehim not leave to prove what the 
fucceffor of Gregory intended, Moffco Barbarini Vrban 
the 8. who ( as it was {ayd)) was Nuncioin France, 
when he was created Cardinal 1606. having given 
teftimonies of an implacable hatred againft the Fa- 
ther, by ations not worthy of a Chriftian, and by 
inventions moft bafe and chymerical ,which tor reve- 
rence we filence, and not to pofleffe the world, that 
the petulancy of {peaking and writing falfheods 
and calumniations, ( athing bred inthe bones of 
our moderne Ecclefiaftiques) i8 arrived at the very 
height. In this ftate of abioluteneffe in all Scien- 
ces, perfection of judgement, without defe& of me- 
mory, 
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mory, which in him-wasfo rich, and more faith- 


fall than ever wasin any, and with fuch health, as 
fuch a complexion could beare ina perfon fo cons 
tinually tired oucin the manage of fo great affairs, 
and without any relaxation at all, except fometimes 
in feeing hisfriends: He entred upon the yeare of 
his age 69. and in the end af Lent, in Sabbato Santo 
being in his accuftomed place, which was a with - 
drawing Roome of the Senate houfe, there fel] up- 
on him fuch afudden coldnefle, asif he had been 
frozen, and withall a hoarfenefs inftantly upon his 
voice, with a fearfull benumb’dneffle, being the firft 
time in his lifethac he had known what aCatarrhe 
was, andit held him above three moneths with a 
manifeft Ague: ;. for all which yet he would not 
change his way of living, nor diminifh his Ia- 
bour. An apparent declination of his. ftrength 
was to bedifcerned, and he would alwaies fay, that 
he wasnever well after chat diftemper. 

But as that continued indifpofition did fignifiea 
divine admonition, it was alfo obferv’d by his nea- 
reft friends, that in things of the fpirit, hee was 
much more devote and attentive than he had been 
formerly, and particajarly in meditation more af- 
fidual ; fo that, whereas before, befides his ordina- 
ry prayers, and fpiricuall exencifes the reft of his 
time was {pent either in making one of his wri- 
ters readecohim, or write at his appointment, or 
in writing himfelfe. After this time, hehad no 
more reading or writing, but precifely what the 
neceflity of his charge, and publique fervice con- 
ftrained himunto, Ail the remainder was fpent 
in the meditation of another life, and imme- 
diately he difpatcht Fra. Marco, who at his returne 
found 
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found him in his ufwall place, which was betorea 
Crucifix, at thefoot whereof he had ( as’tis fayd) 


| a naturall deaths head, whereunto hee was {0 at- 


tentive that Fra. Marco at his comming in fome- 
times furpris’d him before he could take notice of 


him; and yethe was willing to difguife his devo- 


tion asfarre ashe could, becaufe when hee had a 
defire tobe alone,he would fay to him, that hee 
might goe abroad a while; becaufe he defired to 
give himfelfe a little paftime in making caftles in 


| the aire of Mathematicall conclufiéns , and give his 


braines a little libertie to range where they pleated. 
And when he was furprifed at his devotion, he was 


 alwaies ready with fome excufe or other, that hee 


had either fabricated inftruments, or figures y or 
the like. But before a Crucifix and a deaths head, 
it may well beimagined that he had other contem- 
pti more furable to his age and. ill affected 
ody. Thushe went on , bearing up as well as 
hee could, tillhis entrance upon Winter 1622. 
be in then entred into the year of his age 71. when 
a manifeft defaillance of vitall vertue was vilible 
in him, and the declination of his forces gave evi- 
dent fignes of the diflodging which this great foule 
(who init felfe had never felt old age.) waspre= 
{ently ready to make from the cottage of his body. 
His flature wasmeane, his head compar’d to his 
body was great, becaufehe .wasfo very leane, that 
inwardly he feem’d but aframe of bones; yet his 
head accus’d him not to be fuch, but rather contra- 
ry. In the hinder part and upward it was round , 
and well proportioned, his forehead very {pacious , 
and declining alittle from the middle part ined 
the 


EMPL eaSabeHSPLALECTLHE RABARA Sete ELLIE nn aii ty Hetthi Nose 













et ee net ee —* 
ir tinattorunann nieeibanete cee ae 
pour pn mee De tier herbert ete. Aw PaO as* 
Ree ee ee cal Aol 
Se —— 


setae 


potetee enh 2s Lectephnpewdiebingge 1? 


£ 
22s ARTE | PRM ht bee 


SP Shy Slat taR aveiatirsspe Ns tbiRI 3, 
ey Pee Tees Wai -siebssomer aie e sy 





194. The Life of Father 


the left fide. There appeared fo greata vein, that 
ending about the middeft where his nofe begun to 
rife, when it was full, it fhewed as bigge as a finger, 
and when it was emptie it left achannell, where 
a licele finger ania be layd, and it would often 
change from fulneffe to emptineffe. His eye- 
browes were well archt, hiseyes great, quick, and 
black ; and in his fight till he was 5 5.he had an ex - 
traordinary livelineffe, that if with others he had 
read a Letter, he had fooner read it all over than a- 
nother had read the beginning. His nofe was large 
and long, but very ftreight, little beard, and thinne, 
and in fome places without haire, but yet without 
deformitie. Looking him in the face you would 
rather have thought it flefhly than otherwife. His 
colour pleafing, and when hewas in health, was 
mixt with white and red , with a little yellownels, 
which becamehim notill. His neck wasfutable to 
the reft, only fhewing meagerneffe. Altogether hee 

had a grave afpett, but pleafant, and inviting one to | 
treate with him. His hand was fair and very long, — 
and his fingers feem’d to turne backwards, and | 
were of anexceeding length. .He fuffered ordina- | 
rily extreme cold in hishands and feete ; for which 
hehad not found a better remedy then warme 
Irons, which he carried alwaies in balls wrapt up. 
But at the entrance of Winter, his. paffibilitie in- 
creafed {fo much upon him, asif his hands and 
feet had been turned to iron or ftone, receiving 
{om within no heat, and externally but a flying 
heate. His face falne, his lipsthat had wont tobee 
coloured, efpecially the nether lip, with a {miling 


kinde of fweetnefle, were growne livide, So it 
feem’d 
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fcemed he had chang’d his forme.His eyes hollow; 
| without their wonted vivacity. Nothing could be 
| foundto keepe him warme. He had loft his appetite 
| that it was not pofhble to finde that meate for him, 
which after once taking he grew not to loathe, and 
in that he grew to wonder that he had no more 
command upon himfelfe. And although that at that 
agehe had al) histeeth left, yet he began to chew 
his meate with much difficultie, He began to goe 
double, and’ very heavily, {carce able to goe up | 
and downe into his gondola,but worfe upa paire of il 
| -ftaires. fF 
In his dreames that lictlethathe flept, was no 
more of his wonted non-fence , or incongruities, 
put diftin® natural], fpeculative, and regularly di- 4 
curfive, which he that obferved all things, didnot ie 
onely obferve to himfelfe, but conferred of ic wich Ba 
his friends, and called a rifing by lictle , and lir- fF 
tle of his foule from the bond and commerce with 
hisbody. And thus much] doe not finde that o- 
thers have obferved , but having cold it you of fo 
great a perfon as this, it may perhaps upon fome or 
others make a refe&tion. Now nothing more could 
give him entertainment not fo much asto hearea 
a relation of the fucceffe of affaires how the world 
went, wherein he had from his childhood a fpeciall 
delight even to this time. One onely delight remai- 
ned with him , in his waking after divine meditati- 
ons to revolve in his minde his mathematical] and 
Aftronomicall figures, and he would fay {miling; 
How many words, andhow many wits jee beene 
framed in my braines. He had all the fignes ofa 
foule that was ready to take her leave of her old ag 
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dy whofe health beginning now to faile, was fup- | 
plied onely by an indefatigablenefle of.minde, fo | 
that he never forfooke his former charge, but gave 
anfwers tothe exhortations of his friends,and the — 
authorities of his Patrones, concerning. the abate- 
ment of his travailes, faying; That this ofice-was to _ 
Aa ferve, and not to live, and that every one fhould al- 
oe ail waies die in his profeflion above all the Signor Mare — 
ie co Trenifano ( whofe liberty and veraciry the father — 
hi Pon fingularly approoved }). He would. often reproach 
aa him of a:manifelt intemperance for feeming to con- 
pee tinue his ftudies and his travel] as he had done at o- 
wa ther times when his ftrength was greater and that it 
Was an indifcrection in him not ‘to be fenfible of ap- 
proaching age, and other fach lilke things which 
he would heare with delight but yet without ever 
oe flacking. or letting his bow. ftand unbent. Many 
La times he had fo manifeft a failing ofhis ftrength that 
e he was .conftrained ashe went a long the ftreete of 
the Mercery 5 to leané and flay himfelfeupon the 
ie armes of Fra, Marea... And he would not-conceale 
his being ill but. gave. manifeft tokens upon divers 
: occakons of forefecing his inftant end! whereof he 
A hi {poke more then he was. wont to doe not Onely with 
| a freeddme of minde, and as ofa debt to nature and 
| and an: indifferent thing , but manifeft >cheereful- 
neffe, as’ of .a long ref after a weary daies journey. 
, And befideshis: ejaculated praiers which he repea- 
ted often: with devout: fenterices of {eripture, he 
would moft, frequently fay Nune dimittis Domine fer- 
a: vum tum, ‘and to hisfamiliars, courage my mafters, 
a ae Wee arealmoft. at ithe énd of our journey. And up- 
ee on a time ashe went:co.conferre of bufineffe con- 
bes | _ cerning 
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cerning the government of theprovince, and Parti~ 
| cularly the time being at. hand that they were 
| 10 nominate a Prior in this convent of the Servi, 
the father {poke aloud to the provinciall that 
was prefent , and others. A quefto penfarete voi here 
looke you to that I pray you, for | fhall not bepre- 
fent. But he would often fay to his familiar friends 
“ina jefting way, that he fhould die in fecuritie 
now that at his death there could be no miracles 
done, becaufe Baromus, Bellarmine aud Colomna,and 
| the Pope himfelfe were fo lately dead before him, 
and almoft all thofe thar bad written of the Ecclefi- 
afticke part although they were fo much younger 
thenhe, alluding to thatxath way of writing which 
-fome, men ufe who if aman happpen to die in dis. 
grace with the Romane Court, they write that fame 
heavie judgmentbefell him, or that he-was ftrangely 
dead, ant that Godhad inflif&ted fome other pu- 
nifhment upon him, as if having formed to them- Nd 
{elves a God after theirfancies, they had alfo made HY 
him the executor of their partial] and interefted eF 
votes, or as.ifGod had nothing elfe to doe but to 
punifh and affi& fuch .as, were fallen into their 
diffavour, or that thofe that were united in fa&tion 
to them, could be preferved from death more then 
others. And with fuch petulances as thofe their wri- 
tings were for themoft part ftuft, 

But Chriftmas being come , whereof Father Ful- 
gentio ufed alwaies to put him minde of ( being the 
moft holy feaft of the nativity of our Lord) with 
accuftomed complement which was merely ufed a- 
mong themfelves to falute the father by faying, 4d 

_amultos annos fancie pater éc. He freely made ees 
that 
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that this was the laft that he fhould fee, and that 
fo ferioufly, that it was welldifcern’dto be fpoken 
with more earneftneffe then that which he had wont 
to fay, concerning the brevity of his future end. And 
no doubt now he began to feele himfelfe very ill; 
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and. that he was in a high feaver becaufe at other — 
times, he had notufed to change his cuftome for az | 


ny length or continuance of feaver. On the day of | 
the Epiphany ic appeared that his fickneffe trode | 


upon his heeles, and that morning he tooke phyfick, 
which madehim worfe, becaufe being cal’d to goe 
to the palace,he would not excufe himfelfe neither 
by fickneffe, nor that he had taken.a medicament 


( fuch was his modefty)So being called the fecond | 


and third time, he went, but returned with a mani~ 
feftimpairement ofhis healch, being not able for 2 
daies following eitherto take food or reft , yet for 


all this he could not keepe his bed, but rifing upon 


funday about eight a clocke he celebrated maffe, 
and went to the table, at the refeCtory , where after 
he had dined, came Signor Lingé Scchim to vifite 
him, and walkt with hima pretty while, Secchim 


perceived that he was very ili, andtoldhim fo, 
which he confeft , and that of neceflitie he muft goe 


liedowne, which he did, ( according to his cuft- 


ome ) in his clothes upon a cheft , caufing a coverlet 


to.be throwne over him. © 


Hecontinued thus till friday following, betwixt | 




















fuch time and his death there was but another day, 


fill rifing out of his bed, and clothing himfelfe and 
doing his ordinary fun&ion, as reading and wri- 


ting, and when he could doe nomore, to cafthim- | 
{elf upon thecheft, and make othersreadeé to him. | 
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en ae i 
But his infirmitie being one of the greateft demon- 
ftrarions of the greatneffe of his minde, deferves to 
be more particularly knowne, andJ am refolved to 
fer it-downe with the fame narrative, which with 
fome other notes of the remainder of his life are 
cometo my hands, becaufe that proverbe feldome 
failes ( ze" modo della morte ¢ fincero argomento della vi~ 
ta, eleva tutte le Mafchere. The manner,of amans 
death is an unfallible argument of his life, and pulls 
off all maskes. 
Vpon munday morning being rifen out of bis 
| bed and having put on his clothes , he was furprifed 
with a totall Gefailling both in his, hands and his 
leggs, on which he was not able to ftand without 
fupport, nor move the other wichout trembling, 
which was followed with fo great an abhorment of 
hisfoode, that ifithad not beene borne out by the 
ftrength of his refolution he could not have received 
a cordial But this accident did not at all difable his 
minde nor deprive him of a fallnefle of judgement 
accompanied with the fame memory,and that which 
was of moft importance, his tranguilitie and cheer= 
fullneffe of mind never forfook him, in which man- 
ner he remained til] faturday, comforting thofe that 
were about him, and alwaies intermixing fome- 
thing that was facetious, {o that upon the faturday 
he faid:to: thofe that-wereabouthim, I have made 
you merry as long as] wasable, and now I can 
doe foe no longer, you muft cheere meup, The dif- 
eafe was fufpeCted by the Phyficians to be the begin- 
ning ofan epilepfie,& there were fome that fufpe&ed 
poifon. But trucly there was nogreat figne either 
of the one orthe other, but rather of anaturall re« 
folution and extin&tion of vitall {pirits. And being 
opened afteshis death, there was found in all his 
parts 
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pars the faireft conformitie that could bedefired, 


‘ except that his heart was exceeding litcle, and fee- 


med (asit were) tobedeferted. His ftomack was 
without any thing in ic, dther good or bad, 
bur without all figne of offence. The Tuefday 
dfcer, he took his Phyfick, buciedid him no good. 
On Wedneféay he wou'd gee out of his chamber, 
and go2dine in the Refe&ory, from whence to his 


chamber, befides the ftaires, was a good dittance, | 
and he went ic fapported by two, all trembling as | 
as he went, but with hisformer courage. He ad- | 
mitted all vifits, difcourft of all occafions that hee | 
had ufed todoe, and nothing of his own weak- 


nefle , except with the Phyfician Cand that very 


fhort) and io pafthis time, fitting upon ftoole, — 


and hearing one read to him. 











{n allthofe dayes he made'a moft exaf examen — 
of his foule, witha totalf refignation unto God, | 


and with a heart as cheerful] as his body was af- | 
flif&ted, and from thofe that were prefent, hee con- | 


cealed much of his infirmicie, that neither by thew 


 Ofgriefe, nor voice of laments, nor intermiffion of | 
his hilaritie, any thing could bedifcovered, except 
only by his want of firength, and by his ab- | 


horment of meats, which accufed him ofa manifeft 
relaxation. | | 
IT would have no man thinke that he hadnot a 


full knowledg of his own Eftate, although ‘to 'Fae : 


ther F ulventio, when he askt him often how he 
did, (ashe ufed to doe in all his fickneffe, ) and 


whether he thought he were liketo die of this, he | 


anfwered him, that he thought he fhould have a 
long fickneffe, and perhaps fall into.a quartane; 





but to the Phyfician, his moft cordiall’triend, | 


Signor Pietro Afilence, when he firft faw his ex- 
crements, 
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crements, he put his finger in his mouth, as men 
ufe to doe whenthey would have filence kept,and 
then the Father told him freely his eftate, but defi- 
red him not co difcover it to Father Fulgentio,that 
it might not torment him. But hee might have 
knowne it long before , confidering the Fathers 
preparations, and what he had told him. Many 
times in his life he would fay, that hetrufted in 
God, that he fhould know when he was neare his 

end, butthat hee would not fpeake of it to any 
butto Fulgentio, becaufe ic wasto no other pur- | 

-pofebut to breed confufion, and make them give ty 
over thole diligences which God would not have 
omitted. But he did not obferve that rule, for 
now he conceal’d his Efate, and did not think it 
necdfull co be known any further then it manife- 
fted ic felfe. On Thurfday in the morning hee 
fent to call Amante di Brefciasthe Prior of the Con- 
vent,defiring him to recommend him to the prai- 
ers of the Fathers, and that after celebration of 
divine fervice , he would be pleated to bring him 

the holy communion, telling him furcher, that 

he had lived in the poverty of the Religion, with- 
outany thingofhis own. That whatfoever was 
in the chambers, was granted him for his ule, as 
others had the like, and being in his hands, -i¢ 
was as it had been alwayes, at the free di{pofition 

of his fuperiours, and gave hima little Key of a 
Cupboard , wherein were the remainder of the 
provifions which the Republick had beftowed up- 
on him, nothing being fhut, but allopen, except 
that cupboard , and oneother, wherein all the 
writings were kept that concern’d the publique s 
which fhould not be medled with. Yet he put on 
his cloaths, ashe had been ufed to doe, and bes ‘ 
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ali that morning in hearing fometime Fulgentio , 
and jometioes Fra. Marco, reading, either Pfalnics, 
or the Stories of the holy Evangelit’s, of the pafsion 
of cur Saviour, making them ftop whenfoever he 
was entred into any devout meditation. “Many 
times. hee dejired to try whether he could kneele 
upon his knees, but the freeneffe of his {pirit could’ 
no Ienger rule the languidneffe of his body. As 
feon as Mafle was ended, the Fathers of the Mo-. 
nal ry came together upon thefounding ofa lit- 
tle bell; and proceflionally the Father Prior ac- 
companied with all the reft (with torches in their 
hands) brought him theholy Sacrament, which’ 
he being apparrelled, and laid upon his bed, recei- 
ved with fuch demontirations of piety, as could be 
expected from fopurea foule’; and drawing teares 
fronrthe eyes of ail that ftood about him, leaving: 
an impreflion in their hearts of a fingular ex- 
ampleof a religious man, that was well prepared to 
pafs to a bleffed life. 

All this while he would not endure that any bo- 
dy inth the night fhouid watch with him in the 
chamber where he lay, which was obferv’d by him | 
in all his fickneffes, ‘and it was not poffibleto per-' 
{wade him to the contrary, faving, that it onely 
{erv'd for pomp, and to incommiodate others with- . 
cut doing him any good, onely it was his difquie- 
ting to fee another lofe his ret. And becaufe Fyl- 
gentio had fhewed his refolution to keep him com- 
pany , and to fic up with him, heerofe the next 
morning, and put onvhis cloathes’, though ve 
weak, and would. goe fupported: fromthe firft to 
the iccond chamber to cry (ashe faid) whether | 
his fences terv’d him, and what ftrength was left 
him, — But’ (as ic was believed) it was only to fee 

a, whether 
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whether there were a pirParttion of another bed 
for him in that chamber. Whereupon Fulzentio 
toldhim; Father you make preparations as if you 
were to die within an houre, and yet you would 
hide your eftate from mee, as if your infirmitie 
would continue many months; whereto he made 
anfwer; and why ? muft we not alwayes be pre- 
pared ? 

The Father was moft obfervant of all kinde of 
Lawes, and among fo many novelties of Rcfor- 
mations, which had been ordained in the ten laft 

- Popedomes, he accommodated himfelfe with ad- 
-mirable readineffe and facilicie to all, howbeit hee 
did not much approve of them , becau‘e things of 
cuftome (he faid) hadtheir remedies, but inno- 
| vations are never without their mifchiefes , againft 
'which we have learn’d no cure. But whatfoever 
' was ordained, he was ever the firftin the obfer- 
vance of ir, whereofhee gave an effay , that inthe 
morning, being Friday, he would neither take meat 
nor broch,nor any thing elfe, that wasnot common 
| tothe day ; anditfeemda difficulty to perfwade 
| him to ake any thing but Lenten meats, and in 
taking his dinner, he turn’d him to his Cook Fra: 
| Cofinio, and meekly faidto him , doe you treate 
your friends of this fafhion , to make them 
break fafting dayes ? (1t was not fuperiticion, but 
aconftant tenacitie, and an habited cuftome to ob- 
ferve ordinations with all exquificeneffe, though 
| the leaft, and not effentiall..) For this confiderati- 
on he had alwaies entirely obferved Lent uncill the 
69. of hisage, valuing above all things the giving 
| of good example. 

The night being come, he was refolv’d to be in 
the firft chamber upon any terms, and thece he had 
| Ys three 
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three inhis company with him. But confider a 
little while the conftancie of afick man. Hewasa 
dying man, and of a languifhment by defe& of na- 
ture, and that day it wasneceffary to put him in 
minde of his reftoratives, yet hee continued all 
that night without {peaking a word to any of them, 
ferving himfelfe of thofe things that were neceffary 
from their accuftomed places where they were ufled 
to bee laid. And hee was never heard to fay any 
thing,except fometimes ob Die. | 
That Saturday ( the laft of his life) was the 
only day that he remained in his bed, in great lan- 
guifhment of body, but full ftrength. of minde , 
whereof they took this for a demonftcative docu- 
ment, Thatmorning the Prince of Venice, with 
the reft of the Senate fent for Fulyentio to come 
to them, who being demanded of the ftate of the 
Father, and having an{wered them that he thought 
he was drawing to his laft gafp wichout any hope of 
life, the excellent Signor OGavian bon Savio defired 
to know how he was in hisminde, and having an-_ 
{wered him that in that Janguifhing of his forces,the 
Prince and their illuftrious Exccliencies mighe 
Know that in his judgement and his memory he 
was the fame Maeftro Paola that for 17-years paft they 
had known hin: to be, whenhe ferved his Serenitiy. 
and the Senate, andconfulted with them in their 
moft arduous affaires. Then they enjoined him to. | 
enquire of him three things concerning the moft ime 
portant publique bufineffe, which was done that 
very night at 12. of the clock, the Father caufing | 
his anfwers to bee written from point to point by 
his writer, and being fealed up they werefent.and 
read that very nightin the Senate, who precifely de- | 
cecmined the bufineffe in conformitie to what the | 


Pathér had confulted: Now | 
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Now let that facred Seffion,the mirrour of Chri- 
ftian pievie, and politick prudence, by the te- 
ftimony of two hundred renowned Fathers, and 
againft the fhameleffe and impudent flander which 











came out of the houfe of one the Ecclefiaftiques, A: 
by the fudg,whether the Father not long before his . 
death had loft his underftanding , and his fpeech ty 
erno? And from this calumny fo malignant and Ho 


fhamelefs, let the world give a judgement of many 
others. The very fame Saturday he admitted vi- 
fites, ashe had done other daies before, and the Ri 
fame night after 12 of the clock, the moft excellent H 
Signor Giovanni Bafadona came particularly <0 vilice th 
him: TheFather fpoketohim, put off his hac, 
and thanked him for his vifite 5 and afcer his depar- 
ture heard one read to him a great while with 
quiet attention. And when the evening grew 
dark, thithercame Signor Marco, with whom hee 
‘ice in the fame manner that he had ufed ro co. | 
ight being come, and wantot {pirits encrea- i 
fing upon him, he caufed anocher reacing of the + 
Paflion written by Saint Joon: Hefpakeof his own a 
mifery, and of the truftand confidence which hee | 
had in thebloud of Chrift. He repeated very often it 
thefe words, Duem prope(uit Deus mediatorem per t 








fidem in fanguine (uo. In which lie feemed to receive iF 
an extreame confolation. He repeated ( though Hh 


with much faintnefs) divers places of Saint Paul. i 
He protefted that of his part he had nothing to pre- 
fent God with, but miferies and finnes, yet never~ 
theleffe he defired to bee drowned in the Abifie of 
the divine mercy, with fo much fubmitfion of one 
fide , and yec fo muchcheerfulneffe of the other 
fide,that he drew tears from al] that were prefent. 
About the 24, houres he was vifited by Phyfici- 
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ans that had been withhim not long before. And 
becaufe the famous Tbebaldi had not vifited him 
much before that time, the Father making 
fome paufe, becaufe he was unwilling to fpend out 
his {pirits, beckened to Fulgentie, to give him fome 
account of his fickneffe. _ In which relation, having 
told him of the accident on Munday, under the 
terme of atotall defailance, the Father lift ap his 
head, andinterrapting faid, Defailance of minde ? 
No, I fay of ftrength: For as for my minde, it 
hath alwayes kept itsown conftancy. And the 
Phyfician being willing to fay fomething, did ic 
with thofe termes of prudence which they com- 
monly ufe when they goe from fick men, and 
would not leave him withaut fome {parke of hope, 
whereunto the Father Fulsentio ) that underftood 
the internalsof the Father by along praétife, how 
little he regarded living.and dying ) oppos’d him, 
and faid ; Sir, The Father is none of thofe to whom 
you fhall need to fpeake in a maske, or by ceremo- 
nies; And therefore] pray you tell him freely,thar 
he hath endured his fickneffe with a great deale of 
patience, which he fayd he was a witnefleof more 
then anyother, whereunto the Father making a 
figne of affent,and feeming a little to fmile,the Phy- 
ficiantold him, that his pulfe gave warning of a 
flying life;and that ic would faile him: that night , 
and within a few houres, to which the Father with 
gladfome cheere, and a face tending tojoy, made 

anfwer, Sia lodato Iddio, mi piace ciech’ a lin piace, 
Blefied be God, whatfoever pteafeth him pleafeth 
me; with hishelp we fhall well performe this laft 
aftion. And thereupon ‘the Phyfician willing to 
puthim in. minde of fome cordiails :. The Father 
interrupting fayd. Letusnow forgoe thefe foole- 
ries 
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ries, ‘and I defire you would refolve-me of two 
doubts. The firft, that I am affured and have a full 
perfwafion, that whatfoever you prefent tomee is 
very good, with fuch affurance I take it into my 
hand, and when it comes neare my mouth (as if my 
braines were changed in an iuftant, itrenders it felt 
to me horrid andabhominable. The fecond (and 
having {poken that word) his breath failed him, 
and he could not expreffe the re@, fo the Phyfician 
finding by his veine, that his vital] {piric beganne 
to wander away, appointed that at eight a clock 
they fhould give hima Cordial], and in the meane 
time fome rare Mofcate, which he would fend him 
from home, at the receiving whereof (there being 
then paft fix houres of night ) he faid, Quefla 
vefta mi pare cofa violenta, this fecms to mee tobeea 
moft violent thing. 

I will tell you onely one flight particular but to 
fhew what the conftancy of his minde was, and his 
abfolute underftanding and quicknefs of fences to 
thevery laft. The Father hadin his chamber di- 
{pos'd things in fuch order, that he could prefently 
lay his hand upon any thing that he fought for, as 
bookes, writings, inftruments, and fuch like, even 
to the very Jeaft and {malleft things: About fix at 


night, the laft of his life, hee would cleanfe his 





tongue with.an inftrument that he had ufedto that 


purpofe a great while, appointing Fra. Marco to go 
fetchit him out of fuchaplace. He wentto fecke 
it with acandlein hishand, and return’d telling. 
him it wasnot there, and hee could nor finde it. 
The Father bad him goefeek better; for ic was a ve- 
ry {mall thing : He return’d and foundit, where- 
with he clenfed his tongue, continuing with thofe 
that were prefent with an ineftimable tranquility , 
and 
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and without fo much as a groane or fhew’ of griefe., 
with memorable words from time to. time, repea-. 
ting fome devout paflages of Scripture, and: very 
: often he would fay. Hor fume audiame ove Dio chiamas 
ul Away, lecus be gone whether God callsus. And 
ae: the ftanders by feeing his voice beganne to-faile, and 
Ta his pulfes beateto an end, entreated. him to take a 
Tae little reft, at whict he laughe out; and fo hee pak 
the time in whifpering to himfelfe, that hecould 
not be well underftood, exceptit were fometimes a 
word of Scripture, and once he faid Audiamoa S. 
Marco che tardi.Let us goto Saint Markit beginsto 
belate,which is all thac during his ficknefle was fpo- 
Ken without connexion and right fence. In the 
meane time it trookeeight aclock. Hecountedit, 
and calling Fra Cofime bis. other fervant tohim 
faid, now tis eighta clocke dispatch if you will give 
me that which the Phyfician ordained. But he not 
able to receive buta {mall pact ofit. Afterwards 
finding himfelfe readie todie, hecald Fulgentioto 
him, and commanded him to leave him with thefe 
memorable words, which wereliketobe alwaies 
engraven in hisheart. Hor {um non reftate ee. Now 
flay no longer to bebold me. in this flate it will nov be 
needful, goto your refty and I will. goe' to god from whence 
wee came,And. fo he was willing to be embrac’d and 
) kift by him; And though Fulgentio knew well what 
| it Was to confirme his minde by the example of fach 
a-conftancy, yet he parted. from him; not to leave 
him but to execute hiscommand., and'to obey him 
inanother point which was to goeto the fathers to 
ae fhew him {o much charitie as to come andafiift him 
Te he in his paffage with their prayers, 
Hee "e So he caPd the Prior , and: the other Friers:to 
Ba ihy come about his bed and make their uftall “yen 
ft an 
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and recommendations of that foule into the hands 
of God, whoalthoughhe could fpeake no longer, 
yet with his eyes and fignes gaveaffurance that he 
was in afullneffe of underftanding to the very faft 
gafpe. His very laft words € which were hardly un- 
- ftood by Fta. Marcethat ftood overhim, yet ofter 
repeated ) where thefe two Effo perpetua. l doubt not 
when inthat trance he recommended his foule to 
God with fuch fervent votes and praiers from his 
heart, but he remembred to recommend alfo, and 
to pray for the perpetuity of the moft ferene Re- 
publique, to which he had done his fervice with fo 
much faith and charitie. And with thofe words he 
loft his {fpeech , and fhortly after drew toam end, 
which was accompanied with twonotable circum. 
ftances. One was that being unable to movehis 
hands, yerof himfelfe by a force rather of {pirie ie 
(which was allin God }then ofhisbodie, he for- fF 
-- medthem intoacrofle. Theother, that fixing his fF 
eyes upon the crucifixe which was before him with 
 aniaturall' deaths head of aCalvary, he held itfo 
a while, andthencafting them downeward, and 
fhutting them he breathed out his foule into the 
hands of God. 

Thus was the end of this great perfonage, and it 
pleafed divine difpofition that it fhould be fo tefti- 
fied to the excellent Senate by a publique writing 
and under oath, and fabfcription of alf che coledge 
of the reverend fathers of the Servi that were prefent 
againft the fabulous falfhoods and impudent: lies 
that were after divulged, that he died howling and 
crying out with apparitions of black doggs and 
other thingsof that Kinde, as alfo thatin hisCel] 
and chambers there were heard hideous noifes, ¥ 
Things onely vifible and audible in the far sere in 

oufes 
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houfes of the Ecclefiaftiques, and heardto Rome? ’ 
but never of thofe that lived in the next chambers 
nor of any that were prefent. , 

uch inventions as thefe were alfo machinated a- 
gaimft the memory of Duke Leonardo Donate a glo- 
rious Hero, and before this they were growne to 
fuch an impudency to publith prodigious things in 
print which were faid to happen in that yeare of the 
interdi& againft the defenders of the caufe of Venice, 
& this may ferve for an argument how far the nar- 
rationsof {uch accidents may be believed, which are 
written of perfons fo long after , and fo far diftant, 
that lived in abhomination with the Court ofRome. 

I confeffe that thefe examples fo frefh make me 
doubt extreamly of the alterations and falfificati- 
ons of fomauy narratives made in time paft ,_firft 
kept fecret , and after divulged when the onely fau- 
tors of the factions of the Ecclefiaftickes had the 
command of the preffe, and who without difference 
have either commended or difpraifed fo many great 
men, not for matter of truth, but onely becaufe they 
were either favourable or contrary to their mun- 
dane interefts. 

But the father died as you have heard with a fame 
to the world (of an incomparable man and with 
them that knew him ) and had to doe with him, of 
{o fingular integrity, and fanctitie of life as are fel- 
dome feene, & with a commendation which became 
proverbial], that if he had beene in the favour of che 
Court, and ferved their interefts he had beene put 
in. the Calender angl number of Saints. 

In Rome they were very glad to heare of his 
death with fuch kinde ofdifcourfes, nor could his 
holineffe containe himfelfe from fpeakingofit, as 
the handy-worke of God totake him out of the 

: the 
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world,as if it hed been a miracle for aman to die at 
the age of 71 But he himfelf was notimmortall, for 
he died himfelfe the fame yeare about the beginning 
of Iuly.He lived in the world feaventie one years y 
which was a decrepit age if you confider his com- 
plexion, or his confummate wifdome and perfecti- 
on ofvertue , and his either defires or hopes to live 
being but too fhorta time if you confider thefer- 
vice that the publique received from him, or the 
common defire that was afterward ofhim becaufe 
it concerned the moft excellent republique, that his 
fervice fhould have beene as durable as ic was faith- 
full. Apaterne of fo rare vertues was worthie of a 
longer oldage, or rather of a perpetual] youth, ifhu- 
manitie could have borne it inthis life. But to hina 
for hisowne fake, death which could not be unex- 
pe&cd was not untimly yer at Jeaft tous and for our 
fakestwasbitter , and ifhe lived long enogh for 
himfelfe , yet livedhe too little for thepulique, 
for which he onely lived. - Vpon this occafion his 
Cell was feene and vifited by very many who obfer- 
ving that religious povertie without any ornament 
were very well fatisfied, and rhe principall Senators 
faid it was a paradice where a good eAngell dwelt And 
the moft excellent Lesnards Moro whois one ofthe 
perfeCtions of all vertues and particularly of religi- 
on, and chriftian piety could not containe himfelfé 
from faying. Is this the fatber whom the prelates of bo- 
ly church have fo much de famed, Is be then a wicked 
man and are they the imitators ofChriftand bis Apoftles? 
His funerals were con{picuous both for the publick 
munificence, and for a numerous concourfe of great 
perfons of every fort but for coft It exceeded not his 
private condition fave onely in a publique griefe- 

And it was obferved that his face waswell colou- 
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202- The Life of Father 
red and {miling y and as they faid more venerable 
& beautifull when he was dead then when he lived. 
An: after nine monthes that the coffin was ope- 
ned againe wherein he was laid, they found him 
both entire, and with his face frefli coloured. 
Father Fulgentio was the firft chat went about to 
honour his memory by fome workes, buttheCon-. 
ent would not fatler him, whorefolved to make ic 
a publiquea&. But the moft excellent fenate deci- 
ded the difference by a publique decree that at the 
publique charge there {hould be madea memoriall 
and infcription, which may befo much the more 
ilJuftrious and durable becaufe as yet there is no- 
thing-done in it. And likewifeshe fameand infamie 
of thofe is. liketo be erernall who keepean impla-. 
cable hatred againft che dead with a malignitie of 
finding blemifhes in fo preciousajemme, or clouds 
in fo refplendentajewell, which im fuchan excell- 
ent, creature either never wereor elfe fo little that 
they..were invifible , except it were to theeyes of 
of confummate malignicie. And according to the 
wife man. The rath imprudence.of thofe men fhall 
be had in derifion who being raifed inco fortune 
prefume to the patronseven of fameand to extin- 
guifh it chatic fhould not paffe to pofteritie. | 
_ And as for the glorie of this great Hero's fo <x 
cellenra creature, (a8 it happens tofome captaines 
of great valour ) histryamphe encreaft more being 
denied then granted, As the impediment was 
Knowne to arife from, thefe wicked tyrants Tiberius 
Nero and others fo it: may. happen ro father Paxl.And 
if.a {heild fhould he made tor him with his-efhgies 
the fame event would befall ic as was faid of the 
images of Brutus and Cafius, that in a funerall 


pompe they were more con{picuous and prefulgent, 
ne becaufe 
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Decaufe by the violence of the Tyranny they were bie 

not feeneamong theothers. And, ifthere remaine He 

any fenceof thefe humane confolations, . to thofe 

that are inGod. That great foule of father Pau! 

hall receive content, that the perverfitie of others 

hath favoured his intentions, which were defpifing 

of all other confolations of the living Father Paul 

fhall live eternally in God who is the onely good- 

neffle defireable but yet he {hall live in'the memorie 

ofmen by hisheroique vertues, againft which mo- 

huments,neither time which confumes marbles and 

mettalls fhall prevaile, much leffe thatfoolifh poe- 

tiqne error of them that believe, that the fame of 

men can live in a ftone, which is fiubje& to the inju- 

_ vies of the moft wretched fort of people. a 

And becaufe thetime that’s paft , is the beft in- hi 

ftruéter of that which isto come. I muftnot forget, _- lh 

- that among others that were prefénc at that pious . 

_ exemplarie and happie death of the good father,there 

Was one fent thither who went in obedience to 

{ome body that forefaw more then others,Maeftro A- 

| gofttno Mefani of Venice) furnamed the Poet, who be- 

ving alfotied up by the truth upon his oath,and ha- 

 vingfubfcribed to that narrative above mentioned 

(which was prefented to the moft excellent Senate ) 'H 

(this man favoured & defended by Father Pax! upon ip 

many occafions,who was the rather moved to com- 

paflionate him for his inconfiftent braine). This man 

| being broughtin by a kinfman of his that was {aid to 
ferve as a {py, or (as I have it more probable ) by his 
own rafhnefs & foolifh hopes, into the houfeof the 
Signor Nuaxtie was alfo faid to have made _ relations 

there which where only worthy of himfelfe,He that 
never knew obligation to tel truth,nor to keep him- 
felf within terms of modeftie,But thatheshould be 

examined 
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examined againe and his narration regiftred, it was 
not very like,although the Frier himfelfbrag'd of it. 

True itis that from thence hee returned to his 
Convent, being full of canceipts, which by his na- 
tural foolifhneffe (becaufe hee was. foole, and no- 
toriow(ly knowneto befo, but yet ofan ill tongue 
and very mi(chievous ) not being ableto'conceale,or 
rather faying, publiquetys that he fhould fhortly bee 
above either 4Generall or a Provinciall. But this 
tafted but awhile, becaufe thofe chat were about 
the Nuntio underftood too well the carriage of fuch 
people, and what fervice could bee expected from 
fuch ashe was. Ic may bee alfo that they were in+ 
form’d of his cuftomes and qualities tobe fuch, as 
cannot wich honefty bee relaced. But levitferve to 
caft aveileover him, by faying that he 1s Muliebriter 
mfamis 2 vita probo(w,and with Superiours hee had 
been priviledged, onely by his folly. That in more 
than fifceen yeareshe ‘had neither made confeffion 
nor recitedofice, although hee had fometimes cele- 


“ Brated Maffe) and when ‘the Superiours went a- 


bour to’reforme it in him, hee prefently turn’d 
Apoftata, a8 he had done at other times before. 

Let not this note bee thought impertinent, be- 
caufe this mans relations anothertime may appeare | 
tinder thename of a Theologift,or Mafter of Divi- 
nitie, as others in the like Kinde wich,and withoue 
names, have Cauted to be committed from Rome to 
the Vicar'Generall Apoftoltcall ( Maeftro Filippa 
Ferrari de A}ixandtia) to make certaine heynous in-: 
quifitions ‘againft others. But they have had the 
ordinary event of thofe that move ’ informations 
tipon tuch fubjefs,and the very letters chemfelves of 
che General] have been feen by me to. thelike pur- 
pofe, where it hath appeared that all chat had been 
written and affirmed were falfe, FINIS. 
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Courteous Reader, 'T hele Books fol- 
lowing are Printed for Humphrey Mofe- 
ley, andare to be fold at hisfhopatthe — 


Princes ArmesinSt PAU“LS 
Church - yard. 





V arions Hiftories, with curious Difcourfes in 
Humane Learning, &C. 


Ie Tee Hiftory of the Basifhed Virgin, a Ro- 
mance tranflated by 7.4. Efq; Foi. 

2. The Hiftory of Polexander, Englifhed by 
Wiliam Browa Gent. Printed for T.W, and are to 
be foldby Humphrey Mofeley, in Folio. 

3. Mr Lames Howels Hiftory of Lewes the thir- 
teenth, King of France,with the life of his Cardinall 
de Richelieu, in Folio. 

4. Mr Howels Epiftole Ho- Eliana, Familiar Let- 
ters, Domeftic and Forres, in fix SeGtions, Partly 


_ Historical, Politicall, Philofopbicall, firft Volume 


with Additions, in 8° 1650. | 

5. Mr Zowels New Volume of Fasviliar Letters; 
Partly Héftoricall, Politicall, Philofaphicall, the fe- 
cond Volume withmany Additions. 1650. 

6. Mr Howels third Volume of Additional! Let- 
ters of a frefher date, never before publifhed, 
in 8° 1650, 

a.Mr Howels Dodona’s Grove, or the Vocal Fore 
veft,in 12° with Additions. 1650. 
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Books Printed for Humphrey Adofeley: 
(1. 8. Mr Howels Englands Teares for the prefent 
Warres, in 12° 1650. . 
9. Mr Howell of the Pre-eminence and Pedegree 
of Rarlement,in 12° 1650. | 
10. Mr Howels Inftructions for Forren Travels, 
iny2° with divers Additions. 165e. 
11. Mr Howels Vote,or a PoemRoyall prefen- 
ted to His Majefty, in 4° | 
_ 12. Mr Howels Anglia Sufpiria & Lachrime, | 
in 12° | 
| 13. Policy Vaveiled, or Adaximes of State, done | 
into Englifh by the Tranflator of Ga/maz the } 
Spanifh Rogue, in 4° | 
14, The Hiftory of the lequifition, compofed | 
bythe 2.7. Pavl Servita the compiler of the Hi- | 
ftorv of the Councell of Treat, ing? - | 
15. Biathanatos,a Paradox of Self. Homicide, by | 
D.l0: Donne Deane of St Pauls London, in 4° 
16. Adarques Virgilio Malvezzt's, Romulus and 
Tarquin, Englithed by Hew, Earle of Afonmeath, | 


» 


in 12° 

17. Marques Virgilio Malvezzis, David perfe- | 
cuted, Englithed by Reb, 4 /hley Gent. in 12° 

Ts, JMdarques Virgilio Malvexzd, Of the fuccefs | 
and chief events of the Monarchy of Spaine, in the 
yeare 1639, of the Revolt of the Catalonians, 
Englifhed by Rob, Gentilis, in 12° | 

_ 196 Marques Virgillio Malvezzi's confidera- | 

tions on the lives of UA/cibiades and Coriolanus, | 
Englifhed by Robert Gentilés, in i2° 1650. 
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Books Printed for Humphrey ALofoley. 
20. Gracious Priviledges granted by the King 
of Spaine unto our Englifh Merchants,10 4° 
21. The Hiftory of Life and Death,or the Pro- 
mulgation of Life , written by Francis Lord V¢- 
rulam Vifcount St Albaw,in %2° 
22. The Antipathy between the French and 
the Spaniard, Tranflared out of Spanifb, in 12° 
* 23. Mr Birds Grounds of Grammer, in 8° 
24. Mr Bulwers Philocophus, ar the Deafe 
and Dumb mans friend, 1n 12° 
25. Mr Buhvers Pathomyotomia, or 2 Difle- 
&ion of the fignificative Mufcles of the Aficti- 
ons ofthe Mind, 1m 12° 
26, An Itinerary containing a Voyage made 
through Italy in the yeares 1646, 1647. Illuftra- 
ted with divers Figures of Antiquities, never be- 
fore publifhed, by loba Reymond. Gen.in 12° 
27. The ufe of paffions, written by J. F. Se- 
nault,and put into Englith by Henry Earl of Mon- 
mouth jin 8° 
28, Choice Muficke for three Voyces, with 
a Thorough Bafe, compofed by Mr Heary and 
Mr Wiliam Lawes, Brothers and Servants to 
His Majefty ; with divers Elegies fet in Muficke 
by feveral] friends upon the Death of Mr Willians 
' Lawes, in 4° 
29, Judicious and fele& Effayes and Obferva- 
tions writren by the Renowned & learned Knight, 
Sir Walter Raleighwith bis Apology for his Vay- 
age to Gwiana, inB° 1650 - | 
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~ Choice Poems, with excellent Tran- 


flations, and Incomparable Come- 
dies and Tragedies, written by feve- 
rall Ingenious Authors, 













3 Omedies and Tragedies written by Francis 


Beaumost, and loba Fletcher Gent. never 
printed before,and now. publifhed by the Authors 
Originail Copies, containing 34 Playes, anda 
Mafque, in Folio. $ 

31.Epigrammata Thome Mori Angli, in 16° 

32+ Fragmenta Aurea, A colle&ion of the In- 
comparable Pieces written by Sir lohn Suckling 
Knight, in 8° 7 

33+ All levenals 1.6 Satyrs, Tranflated by Sir 
Robert Stapylton Knight, wherein is contained a 
Survey of the manners and A Gions of Mankind , 
with Annetations, in 8° . 

34. Aafeus onthe loves of Hero & Leander with 
Leanders Letters to Hero, and her anf{wer, taken 
out of Ovid, with Annotations, by Sir Robert Sta- 
pytes Knight, in 12° 

35-Poems &c.written by M.£dward Waller of 
Beckousfield B{q; in So 

36. Paftor fido,che faithful Shepheard,a Pafto- 
rall, newly Tranflared out of the Original] by. 27- 
chard Fan{haw E{qs' in 4° 

37. Poems, with a Difcovery of the Civil] 


Wares of Rome ; by Richard F anfhaw Efq in 4° 


38, Aurora 
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Books Printed for Humphrey Mofeley. 
38. Aurora Ifmeniaand the Prince, with Ores. 
rathe Cyprian Virgin, tranflated by Tho : Stan- 
ley Efas the fecond Edition corrected and amen- 
ded, in 8° 1650. 
29. Europa,Cupid crucified,Venus Vigills,with 
Annotations,by Tamas Stantey Efgsin 8° 1650. 
40. Medea, a Tragedie written in Latine by 
Lucius Annas Seneca, Englifhed by Mr Zaward 
Sherburne E{g; with Annotations, in 8° | 
At, Senecas Anfwer to Lucilius his Quere why 
'Good men fuffer misfortunes feeing there is a 
Divine Providence, tranflated into Englith Verfe 
by Mr Edward SherburneE{gq, in 6° 
|” 42. Poemsof Me /eba AG/ton, witha Mafque 
| prefented at Ludlow Caftle before the Earle of 
Bridgewater then Prefident of Wales, in 3° 
43, Poems &c, witha Mafque called the Tri- 
| umph of Beauty, by James Shirley, in 8° 
44 Steps to thc Temple, Sacred Poems, with 
the Delightofthe Mufes, upou feverall occafions, 
by Richard Crafhaw of Cambridge, in 12° 
45. The Miftris, or feverall Copies of Love 
verfes written by Mr Abraham Cowley,in 8° 
46. Divine Poems, written by Frances Quarles 
Senior, in 8° 
| 47. The Odes of Cafimire, tranflated by George 
Hills, in 12° 
48. Arnaite and Lucenda, or the Melancholy 
Knight, a Poem tranflated by ZL, Lawrence in 4° 
49. The Sophifter, a Comedy,in 4° by Dr. 
oa ah ; 50 The 
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Books printed for Humphrey (Mofeley. 
go. The woman Hater, orthe Hungry Cour- 
tier, a Comedy written by Francis Beaumont and 
Lobn Fletcher Gen. in 4° 
51. The Tragedy of Thierry King of France , 
and his Brother Thesdorer, written by Francis 
Beaumont and Toha Fletcher, Gen. in 4° 
52. Phe Unfortunate Lovers,a Tragedy, writ- 
ten by William Davegant Knight, in 4° - | 
53+ Love and Honour, a Comedy, written by 
Wilicam Davenant Knight, in 4° ce | 
54. Madagafcar, with other Poems, written by | 
Willam Davenant Knight, in 12° 
55 The Country Captain and the Varietiec, | 
Two Comedies written by a perfon of Honour, . 
in 12° | 
56. The Cid, a Trage-comedy. in 12° i650, 
457+ The Sophy, a Tragedy, written by Zohn 
Denham Efq; | | . 
58, Coopers Hill, aPoem by lohe Denham 
Efq; the 2 Edition ii 4° with Additions. 1650. 
59. Claraftella with other occafionall Poems, 
Elegies, Epigrams, and Satyrs, written by Roberé 
Heath, B{q; 1650. | | 
60, The Accademy of Complements,wherein 
Ladies, Gentlewomen, Schollers , and Strangers, 
tnay accommodate their Courtly PraGtice with 
centile Ceremonies,Comp'emental, Amorous, 
high expreffions and Formes of fpeaking, or wri- 
ting of Letters, moft in fathion, with Additions 
of many witty Poems, and pleafant new Songs, 
Newly Printed. 1650. 
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Seyerall Sermons with other Excellent Tracts in Divi- 
nity, written by fome moft eminent and learned 
Bifhops,and Orthodox Divines. 


61 Manual of Private Devotions and Medi- 
tations for every day inthe week, by the 
right reverend Father in God, Lazcelot Andrews , 
ate Lord Bithop of Winchejfer, in 24° 
62 A Manuall of Directions for the Sick, with 
many {weet Meditations and Devotions, by the 
Right Reverend Father in God Lancelot Andrews, 
-Jate Lord Bifhop of Winchefier, in 24° 
62 Ten Sermons upon Several! Occafions, 
preached at St Pauls Croffe, and elfewhere, by the 
Right Reverend Father in Ged, Arthur Lake late 
Bifhop of Bath and Walls, in 4° 
64 Six Sermons upon Severall Occafions 
. preached at the Court before the Kings Majeftie , 
and elfewhere, by that late Learnedand reverend 
Divine, 04m Donne Dr in Divinity, and Deane of 
St Pauls London, in 4° 
65 Precious Promifes and Priviledges of the 
faithfull, written by Rrchard Sibbes Door in Di- 
vinity, late Mafter of Katherin Hall in Cambriaze, 
and Preacher of Grayes Inne London, in12° 
66 Sarah and Gazar, or the fixteenth Chapter 
of Gentfis, opened in nineteene Sermons, being the 
firfklegirimate Effay of the Pious Jabours of that 
Learned, Orthodox, and Indefatigable Preacher 
_of the Gofpel!, Mr Jofias Shate B.D. and above 
33 years Re&tor of St Mary Wooluoth, in Lombara- 
free, in Folio. 66. Chrifts 
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Books Printed for Humphrey ALofeley. 
67 Chrifts ears, with his love and afteGtionte 
wards Jerufalem, delivered in fundry Sermon 
upon Luke 19.v.4.1,42. by Richard Maiden BD 
Preacher of the Word of God, and late Fellow 9 

Afag dalen Colledge in Cambridge, 40 
6g TenSermons preached upon feverall Sun 


dayes, and Saints dayes, by Peter Haufled-Mr. ij| 











Arts, and Curate at Vppingham in Rutland, in 40 | 
69 18 Sermons preached upon the Incarnatier| 


and Nativity of ourbleffed Lord and Saviour Te 
fus Chrift , wherein the oreatet mysteries of Godii. 
weffe are unfolded, to rhe capacity of the weake/i 
Christian, by lohn Dawfox, in 4° 


7o Chriftian Divinity, written by Edmuns 


Reeve, Bachelour in Divinity, in 4° 

71 A defcription of the New-borne Chrifti- 
an, Ora lively Patterne of the Saint militant,child 
of God, written by Nicholas Huat, in 4° 

72 The Tyranny of Satan, ina Recantation 


 Sermonat St Paals Croffe, by T. Gage, in 4? 


73 The True and abfolute Bafhop, wherein i fhew- 

edhow Chrift is our only Shepheard, awa Bilbop of our 
fouls, by Nicholas Darton, in 4° 

74 Divine Meditations upon the 91 Pfalm,and 
onthe Hift.of Agag K.of Amaleck, with an Eflay 
of friend fhip,written by an Hon le perfon,in 129 

75 Lazarus his ret, a Sermon preached ae 
the Funerall of that pious, learned, & Orthodox 
Divine, Mr. Ephraim Vdall, by Thomas Reeve 
Bachelor in Divinity, in 4° : 


76. An Hiftoricall Anatomy of Chriftian Melancholy, by Eds 
mound Gregory, in 3° : ether : 
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